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Item 
Present: 

Billy Lees - Cumbernauld Community Forum (Chair) 
Christine McNeil- Women’s Watershed Group 
Elizabeth Dunphy - Unemployed Workers 
David Cooke - Y.M.C.A. 
John M King - Etive Neighbourhood Watch 
Donald Masteron - FSSE DEE 
Alex Clark - Seafar & Ravenswood Community Council 
lain Sinclair - Cumbernauld YMCA 
Wilma Knox - CHP Tenants Forum 
Jack Banks - Cumbernauld Garden Club 
Donna Grant - Cumbernauld Environmental Service 
John Ferguson - Strathclyde Police 
Elizabeth Graham - Hope Community Garden 
Robert Johnstone - C.E.S 
Janice Crawford - Hope Community Garden 
Heather Perrie - Cumbernauld Gala Day 
David Perrie - 
Barney Kinsler - Friends of Cumbernauld 
Adam Smith - 

In attendance: 

Rosalyn Griffith - NLC 
Jacqueline Marshall - (Minutes) V.A.N.L. 
Inspector John Ferguson - Strathclyde Police 
Angela O’Brien - NLC Social Work 

The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting and 
thanked members for attending on such a cold night. 

Apologies: 
Alice Homer 
Rose Cadden 
Gavin Cadden 
Rene Lees 
Jim Gibson 
Jackie Cowx 
Alan Sneddon 
Gordon W right 
Peter Murphy 
Gerald Murphy 
Carol Robb 
Mike 
Presentation: Inspector John Ferguson 

Action 



John provided members with an update on crime reports/ 
statistics & developments within Cumbernauld. It was 
mentioned that the police are working to wards having the 
Crime Prevention Panel up and running again in the New 
Year as Michael Duffy has filled the vacant position. 

John informed members about the establishment changes to 
Strathclyde Police, where from 1 st April Strathclyde Police 
will cease and will become Police Scotland. John advised 
members that there will be no changes locally and no 
reduction to operational policing. Additional policing will take 
place within the town centre as of Friday over the festive 
season. Billy mentioned that after attending a Police 
Conference, the decision was very much so that Inspectors 
where against such changes and asked John why is it going 
ahead? 
As of 1" January North Lanarkshire Police service will be 
merging with South Lanarkshire as well as a merge of 
divisional resources. John mentioned that Fire & Rescue are 
also currently going through the same changes to service. 
Donald congratulated on the presentation provided by John 
tonight. 
John King asked John if 999 calls are recorded and what are 
the changes of a recording going missing? 
Alex asked John about how the police will operate when 
major events are taking place? Will local police be policing in 
Glasgow at events? 

At this point Billy thanked John for Attending and providing 
members with an update. 
John wished all members a Happy Christmas and Happy 
new year. 

Presentation 2: Angela O'Brian, NLC Social Work 

Angela thanked Billy for inviting her along to tonight's 
meeting. Information was provided to members regarding 
Home Support Services and benefits. Angela discussed 
each of these services and also discussed welfare reform 
with members and the changedeffects this will have on 
individuals and the impact this will have on Disability Living 
Allowance. Angela advised members that there are six new 
benefit officers who are available everyday within 
Cumbernauld and Moodiesburn area to provide information 
to individuals in regards to benefits. Leaflets were distributed 
to members with information on the eligibility for Disability 
Living Allowance. Angela explained that individuals moving 
into care homes will lose the benefits in which they are 
entitled to and will also lose their attendance allowance if the 
individual is over the age of 65. Angela also mentioned that 
Social Work are inundated with people who are losing their 
Disability Living Allowance, as appeals on their decision 
have increased. Billy mentioned that from April, he will have 
to pay off two members off staff and that Social Work can't 
deal with such changes on their own. A this point a 
discussion took place regarding the waiting time for 
appointments, where at one point the waiting time was four 
Neeks. Angela advised members that she will check out the 
xrrent waiting times to confirm this. 
Angela drew attention to the amount off individuals who were 
Dushed off Disability Living Allowance, which stands at 150k 



this year, where 90k cases were appealed and 60k cases 
were successful. Such figures are provided from the 
Department of Work & pensions, the appeal service is 
working, but the process takes to long. 
At this point members had the opportunity to ask Angela 
questions. 
Angela then provided members with information in regards 
to Home Support and mentioned that this service is a large 
service within Cumbernauld, which currently have 8 Home 
Support Officers and 2 managers. A recent inspection was 
carried out where the service was rated 86% satisfaction. A 
re-enablement team has recently been established and are 
very successful with re-enabling individuals back to self 
independence. Every hospital discharge will now go through 
the process of re-enablement assessments. Angela informed 
members that all facilities are available to access directly 
online. 

Chairperson’s Remarks: 

Chair attended the Community Forum Network Meeting, 
where a special meeting was arranged with VANL, Kenny 
Moffat, to discuss the paper which was submitted by Kenny, 
regarding representation at LAP meetings, It was mentioned 
that VANL don’t support the Forum fully, however Chair 
mentioned it is not to replace the Forum’s representation at 
such meeting, its to support them as the Forum are not 
getting the support from elected members at such meetings. 
Kenny has agreed to produce a second draft of the 
submission to bring back to the Community Forum network 
meeting on 23rd January for discussion. 
Chair also attended a meeting with the Licensing Forum, 
where the minimum price of alcohol was discussed; chair 
feels that such decision won’t make any difference to binge 
drinking. 
Chair discussed the Westfield/Condorrat Community Council 
meeting, where the accident at North bridge was discussed, 
where it turned out to be the fault of the child and not the 
driver. Transport Scotland were asked to put a safety barrier 
in place, however members were told that their budget didn’t 
cover this. It was mentioned that the Community Council are 
currently campaigning to replace the safety rail, which 
started last month; Strathclyde Police, Councillors and 
Headmasters are all behind the campaign. There is 
uncertainty at the moment on whether the campaign should 
be against Scottish transport or NLC. 
Members agreed to support this campaign; 

Proposed: Christine McNeil 
Seconded: Alex Clarke 

“See me Pledge” - Signing ceremony scheduled to take 
place on 29* January in Cumbernauld Town Hall from 7pm 
till 9pm. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Proposed: Christine McNeil 



5. 

- 
6. 

- 
7. 

- 
8. 

9. 

- 

Seconded: Adam Smith 

Matters Arising: 

N/A 

Health Sub Group Report: 

Annual event taking place on March 12'h in Cornerstone 
Church. 

Donald discussed the PPF meeting with members where it 
was reported that Hairmyers Hospital are still operating with 
single file x-ray machines, where he was under the 
impression that Hairmyres had the digital x-ray machines, 
which was meant to be the outcome of the savings made 
from closures. Donald also mentioned that the statement 
made in Cumbernauld news was incorrect. It was mentioned 
that if agreements are made to changes regarding 
consultations, the health secretary needs to agree to these. 
Donald asked for the support of the forum to help get the 
equipment back. Chair mentioned that members stood for 
three weeks getting signatures from members of the public, 
which were then took to the Scottish Parliament, however 
Chair is still waiting on a reply. Members agreed to support 
both Donald and Billy on this. It was proposed by John King 
and Seconded by Christine McNeil. 

Group ReporVupdate: 

Copies of the monthly update from Barney were available at 
the meeting for members to uplift. It was mentioned that two 
fibre optic boxes have been installed; however, one is not 
working as BT are unable to find the electrical supply. 

Barney updated members on the petition to get school 
crossing patrols at school, elected members have agreed to 
take this forward. 

Treasurer's Report: 

€357.29 in bank 

€zero cash 

Currently awaiting money from NHS and a small sum of 
money from Northern Corridor Community Forum. 

Correspondence: 

lain read out a letter of reply regarding an email which was 
received from Condorrat Tenants & Residents Association, 
to members. 
lain also read out the letter received by Bobby Johnstone 
m d  Adam Smith regarding the portfolio that was produced. 



Forum received a Thank vou card from Rosalyn. 
It was mentioned that both letters received and read out or 
not up for discussion at the Forum. 

AOCB: 

Community Park monthly document distributed. 

Christine mentioned that the Watershed Group is now closed 
until February. 

It was mentioned that f685 funding was received for the 
Community garden greenhouse. 
Cumbernauld Garden Club donated f 127 to MacMillan 
Cancer Trust. 

Heather Perrie - Ghana Trip: 

Heather mentioned that she is a 5'h year student who is 
trying to raise f2000 to take part in a life changing trip to 
Ghana. This trip is in partnership with World Service and in 
total 13 students will be taking part. The trip is for a period of 
2 weeks. Billy mentioned that he and the forum will help in 
anyway they can, but to wait until after the new year and 
come back to the forum with fundraising ideas. 

Date of next meeting: 

Tuesday 8'h January 2013 
Cumbernauld College 

7.00pm till 9.00pm 

r 


