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1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made in delivering 
the regeneration of Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Town Centres. It also provides an update on 
progress made on the preparation of new Town Centre Frameworks and Action Plans for 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth town centres. 

2. Town Centre Frameworks 

2. I 

2.2 

Cumbernauld Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 
The Council has been progressing survey and consultation work to inform the preparation of a 
new Framework and Action Plan for Cumbernauld Town Centre. Business and customer 
perception surveys were undertaken throughout September, October and November 201 2. First 
stage consultation workshops were held in November 2012, and these were followed by a week 
long public drop-in session in Cumbernauld Shopping Centre and second stage consultation 
workshops in February and March 2013. Feedback from this consultation programme, along 
with the results of a Town Centre Health Check of Cumbernauld town centre has informed the 
preparation of main aims, priorities and actions for the new Town Centre Framework and Action 
Plan. See www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/cumbernauld . It is intended that the draft Cumbernauld 
Town Centre Framework document will be circulated for public consultation in May 201 3. This is 
to allow time for the findings of the Scottish Government's National Review of Town Centres, 
due to be published in the spring, to be taken into account. 

Kilsyth Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 
Survey work on a new Town Centre Framework for Kilsyth town centre has now commenced 
(see www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/towncentres ). Customer and business surveys are available 
to complete at the Kilsyth town centre page of the Council's website 
(www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/kilsyth). A standpoint survey machine with the customer survey 
has been located in local facilities over a four week period from 1 8'h March to 1 5th April. Paper 
copies of the business survey have been issued to all businesses in the town centre. The first 
consultation workshop for Kilsyth town centre will be held in May. It is intended to combine 
consultation with local traders and community groups with meetings of the Traders Forum and 
the Kilsyth and Villages Community Forum in June 2013. A public drop-in event is also planned 
for June 201 3. Details of the exact dates and locations of these events will be circulated to Local 
Members, partners, traders and community groups once available. 

2.3 The Built Environment Forum Swtland (BEFS), with the Scottish Civic Trust, has recently 
embarked on a study of small towns in Scotland, and selected Kilsyth town centre as part of the 
study. A study visit and discussion session was held on 1 3th March 201 3 in the town centre. The 
results of the BEFS study will be considered along with results of the town centre Health Check, 
surveys and consultation workshops to inform the development of a strategy for Kilsyth town 
centre. 
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3. Capital Budget 

3.1 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

5. 

5.1 

5.2 

The Council determined its Capital Plan for the period 201 3/14 to 201 711 8 in March 201 3. It was 
confirmed in a report to the Policy and Resources Committee that Cumbernauld town centre 
has been allocated f800,OOO over the five year period within the Town Centres Capital Budget. 
There has been no capital funding allocated to Kilsyth town centre. This constraint will be taken 
into account when consulting on a new Framework and Action Plan for Kilsyth town centre. In 
particular, focus will be required on identifying where opportunities for external funding exist and 
closer working between Council Services to identify to identify opportunities for external funding. 

Cumbernauld Town Centre Action Plan 

Central Wav Corridor 
Tenders for lighting works in the area between the north and south bus stances have been 
returned, but the contract will not be awarded until such time as discussions have been held 
with the new owners of the Cumbernauld Centre, once confirmed. A cleaning schedule for the 
coffered ceiling has been prepared by the Council’s Design Services, and commitment to this 
work will be sought from the owner prior to installation of the lighting. 

Additional feasibility study work is being undertaken into options for improving the Central Way 
bus facilities. This work is being funded by Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT). It is 
intended to discuss the potential options fully with the new owners of the Cumbernauld Centre, 
once confirmed, and other key stakeholders to establish which of the options prepared offer the 
best solution in terms of deliverability, cost, benefit to bus passengers and to the town centre. 
Subsequent implementation of improvements to the Central Way bus facilities would need to be 
taken forward in partnership with input and funding from a number of parties as a long-term 
project. In the meantime, grant funding has been obtained from SPT to develop and implement 
access improvement works during the 201 3/14 financial year. 

Proposals for landscape works at Town Centre West roundabout have been prepared by the 
Council’s Landscape Services Unit. The proposals include removal of the current grassed 
treatment on the roundabout and replacement with coloured gravel and low hedge planting, to 
correlate with the landscape treatment on Town Centre East roundabout. New tree planting is 
proposed in the centre of the roundabout, and at the grassed corners by B&M and Tesco 
Stores. The existing planting would then be transplanted to a nearby location in the town centre. 
Funding for these works has been allocated within the 201 3/14 Local Development Programme. 

Cumbernauld town centre sinnane stratenv 
Agreement has now been received from two of the three shopping centre managers on the long 
term maintenance responsibility for the Cumbernauld town centre internal wayfinding signage, 
although one of these is conditional on agreement being confirmed with the new owners of the 
Cumbernauld Centre. Therefore, the contract for the new signs will not be awarded until such 
time as discussions have been undertaken with the new Cumbernauld Centre owners and their 
agreement confirmed. 

Cumbernauld Village Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme 

Improvements carried out by the Shopfronts and Householder Small Grants programmes as 
part of the Cumbernauld Village CARS have now been completed. Grant aided work to 22 
business premises has resulted in improved signage, new doors, new and refurbished windows 
(some with ornate grilles), in keeping with the Conservation Area’s character, as well as 
necessary repair work, e.g. to rainwater goods, stonework and render, with associated 
redecoration. Householder improvements to over 20 properties consisted primarily of timber 
window refurbishment/ replacement work and repairs to slate roofs and chimneys. 

Four priority buildings were identified within the Cumbernauld Village CARS. Refurbishment 
works to Ardenlea House, the former library/ museum behind the Village Hall, have continued 
on site in Spring 2013. For the former Village Primary School, the Cumbernauld House Trust 
are continuing to prepare grant funding bids, including to the Heritage Lottery Fund, for their 
proposal to refurbish the building for a community and charity hub, with the support of North 
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Lanarkshire Council. The recommendations include creating lettable office space, a cafe and a 
new build multi-purpose function hall. The Category B Listed former Villager (now Circle) public 
house has been refurbished internally and a roof repair grant has been agreed in principle, with 
works due to be carried out in 2013. The Category C Listed Spur public house has had a 
window renewal grant allocated, with work anticipated by the summer of 2013. 

Town Centre Q2 
JuI- 
SeP 
201 211 
3 

5.3 Public realm improvements have recently been and continue to be carried out in the Village. 
This has included the rebuild of a broken down rubble wall in the Smithyends Car Park, 
replacement of litter bins and some new seating. Information and gateway signage is due to be 
installed by the end of April. Cumbernauld Village Action for the Community (CVAC) and the 
Village Community Council (VCC) have been very involved in the details of the new street 
furniture being provided. 

4 3  
Oct-Dec 
201 211 3 

6. Town Centre Activities 

% 
comparison 
between 
Q2 and Q3 

-1.64 

-4.48 

6. 

Q3 % comparison 
Oct -Dec 
2011112 and 

Q3 201 111 2 

Q3 201 211 3 

232474 -6.91 

762063 -2.66 

Footfall - The UK footfall figures for October, November and December show a national average 
fall of 4% on the same period last year. Although Kilsyth is currently slightly lower then the 
national average at only -2.66% Cumbernauld is higher at -6.91 %. 

Kilsyth 

6.2 Cumbernauld and Kilsyth events - TCA will deliver Easter events in Kilsyth over school holidays 
and will promote a Health awareness day within June along with the Civic Week. TCA are 
currently working with local shopping centre managers to promote a number of events 
throughout the year. The next Kilsyth town team meeting will take place on gth April at 5.30 the 
venue to be confirmed. 

7. Business Improvement Districts 

7.1 As reported at the last meeting, the Council is currently looking into the potential for establishing 
Business Improvement Districts (BID) in North Lanarkshire’s town centres. A BID is a defined 
area within which a levy is generated from all non domestic ratepayers and used to provide 
services additional to local authority baseline services. Work to engage with town centre 
businesses to raise awareness of BIDS is underway with an event being held in Airdrie on 
Wednesday 20 March at the Tudor Hotel at 5.30pm and the second event was in Motherwell on 
Wednesday 27 March at the Moorings Hotel at 5.30pm. This work is scheduled to be completed 
by the end of April 2013 and reported in due course. 

8. Recommendation 

8.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives that have progressed recently within Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Town Centres. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Kirsty Gray on 01236 632629 or Richard Cartwright on 01236 632628 (18 March 2013) 
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