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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Partnership, in light of the current development, of 
the level of parking available to shoppers within Cumbernauld Town Centre before and after 
construction of the Antonine Centre (phase 5B) 

Background 

Parking within Cumbernauld Town Centre has been developed over the years in piecemeal 
fashion, being extended with each new development phase. The reasons for this are a 
result of the number of different property developers with a stake in the Town Centre and 
the lack of a single agency having overall control of parking. 

In 2002, the Council commissioned a parking study, undertaken by SlAS Consultants to 
look at the overall parking within the Town Centre to determine its adequacy, usage, 
access arrangements and suitability for serving the retail units to which it is associated. 

More recently, with the phase 5 developments at Tesco and the Antonine Centre resulting 
in a temporary loss in overall parking, added to a general increase in commuter parking 
demand which has persuaded some operators to introduce parking controls, a perceived 
shortfall in parking has been highlighted. This perception is further fuelled by the current 
situation where occupancy of retail units is well below its full compliment. 

The controls imposed have created a situation where some of the town centre car parks 
are full to capacity with drivers circulating to locate a space, and others which are under 
utilised with many spaces available, a problem largely created by commuter demand from 
office based staff. 

Considerations 

The ratio of retail parking to gross retail floor area has a recommended value from National 
Guidance of 5 spaces per 100 sq.m. for shops in established centres. The actual ratio for the 
scenarios before the Antonine Centre was started and following its completion are as indicated 
in the following table. The retail area and car parks taken into account are indicated on the 
attached appendix along with a plan showing the ownership within the Centre. It should be 
noted that the Council has no ownership of any shopping car park within the Town Centre. The 
figures referring only to the retail requirements give an accurate indication of the parking rate 
available, The figures for the whole town centre which also include office, commercial and 
leisure facilities are in part estimated but give a reasonably accurate reflection of the situation. 
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Gross Retail Floor area 

No. of Retail Parking 
Spaces 

I Floor Area I I I 

Pre Antonine Development Post Antonine Development 
35,010 mz 55,980 mz 

2,415 2,798 

Total Number of Town 
Centre Parking Spaces 

~~ 1 3,694 3,314 

Usage 

3.2 These figures clearly indicate that there are sufficient parking spaces within the overall town 
centre area to accommodate the present needs of shoppers and shop workers, both before the 
current development and in the future when the commuter parking is not taken into 
consideration. This parking level assumes full occupancy of the retail units so it is likely that at 
any particular time, additional capacity would be available. Parking levels should therefore not 
be a deterrent to future development so long as the level is topped up in line with the 
development. 

Currently unavailable as figure I 
is inaccurate because of 
DeveloDment work 

60% 

3.3 What takes the parking to a critical level is the volume of commuter parking ie all day rather 
than for a few hours, which occupies spaces preventing shoppers from gaining access. This in 
turn affects retail businesses and has the potential for slowing economic growth within the Town 
Centre. 

3.4 The Council is in no position to place restrictions within the privately owned car parks, but would 
not discourage individual owners from such a scheme if it makes spaces available for potential 
shoppers. A system of electronic signage would be useful to indicate to drivers approaching 
the Town Centre where there are available spaces, and this will be a consideration, but will 
require input and co-operation from the various owners to achieve a common aim. It is 
essential that the current owners should meet and organise a common strategy to improve town 
centre parking to maximise the benefits that can be achieved. 

3.5 It is the intention to discuss with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPff) the potential for 
operating a subsidised bus service between the currently under utilised Park and Ride car park 
at Greenfaulds Station and the Town Centre. This would open up further parking options which 
can be used by all day commuters, allowing the town centre to be used for short term parking 
as desired. 
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4. Recommendations 

4.1 The Partnership is asked to note the adequacy of the parking available for shoppers at present, 
the unacceptable volume of commuter parking reducing the spaces available and the action to 
be taken by the Department to try and resolve the matter. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(1 7 August 2006) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Tom Peebles on 01236 616406. 

NALAP Cumbemauld Town Centre Parking.doc 



Cumbemauld Town Centre 
Post Development 

Shoppers Car Parks 

DRAWING No 

FILE No 

PRWECT No 

DATE lSSUf6 -’ 




