
Minutes of Meeting of 
Westerwood Community Council 

held at St Andrews and Cumbernauld Primary School 
Tuesday 19th September 2006 

In attendance: 
Gordon Wright, Ken Brunton William Smith, Bill Cunningham, Councillor Gordon Murray & Helen 
Macindoe 

Apologies 
Tom Law, Joe Brady, 

1. Reviewed Drevious minutes 
Minutes have been reviewed and all points actioned or carried forward 

2. Chairman’s Report 

0 M80 - the upgrade to the motorway was officially approved during the summer 
holidays. JAG (Joint Action Group - against the upgrade) have now decided that 
they cannot afford to appeal. Thomson Broadbent were contacted regarding the letter 
sent to residents in Dunning Drive - it would appear that they were just “ambulance 
chasing” and had pre-empted the road upgrade approval. They are offering the 
service of appealing for compensation for inconvenience caused during the road 
improvements works. They stated they had just been “testing the water”. Works 
have not yet started and are forecast to take 5-7 years to fully complete. 
A& E Monklands - it was confirmed over the summer that the A&E services at 
Monklands would be reduced. WCC has written to the Scottish Minister to request 
Cumbernauld’s inclusion within Larbert Hospital. Residents have already reported 
that referrals are being turned away from Yorkhill, The Royal, Gartnaval. It has been 
proposed that we draw up an individual letter for each resident to sign (as this has 
proved far more successful in the past) requesting that Forth Valley consider our 
inclusion into their new hospital plans. 
Westerwood Hotel - A meeting took place with members of the committee and Alan 
Tait - Golf Professional at Westerwood. Alan has kindly agreed to attend our next 
meeting to discuss some of the planned changes on the golf course - although none 
of these works will beginning for at least Ilmonths. The new hotel group have 
intimated that they have purchased the hotel with the goal of making some major 
improvements and investments into the venture and then will look to sell the hotel on 
in around 5-6 years - when it is hopefully considered to be one of Scotland’s Top 
Resorts. They plan to invest around &2m on the golf course - there are issues 
surrounding the loth, 1 Ith & 12th holes - these will be discussed in more detail at the 
next meeting. They do wish to work along with the community going forward. It 
was acknowledged by a number of the residents attending the meeting - “that it 
works both ways” - and that the hotel IS OUR NEIGHBOUR AND WE SHOULD 
TREAT THEM AS SUCH! Discussions took place regarding the issue of “youths” 
causing a nuisance on the course - it is hoped this matter can be further discussed at 
our next meeting with our Community Police Officer.. 
New Planning System - Gordon Wright attended a meeting regarding the proposals 
for changes to the Planning system- Local Councils want the general public to be 
more involved within the process. ie. A building company would have to show 
within their planning application that they had “consulted” the community. Leaflets 
were made available for everyone’s perusal giving more details on “Community 
Engagement” 
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c . 
3. Councillor Gordon Murray’s Uudate 

0 Local Plan -the draft local plan is scheduled to be made available to the Local 
Councillors at their November meeting - Gordon hopes to update us at our next 
meeting. 
A&E Monklands - Gordon stated that he had received confirmation that the services 
would not be reduced at Monklands until sufficient services had been improved 
elsewhere to accommodate the reduction. 
Glasgow Herald 19/09 - Gordon brought to everyone’s attention an article in 
today’s Herald giving statistics on Dr per patient ratios. The Scotland average is 1 
Doctor per 1,300 residents - in North Lanarkshire that figure is 1 : 1,700 
Town Park - Gordon asked that the residents support the AGM and also feels that 
we should ensure that the committee are putting pressure on NLC regarding the 
access to the Park (in particular around the Mosque) and that clearly defined 
entrances are established. 
Police update - a new Community Officer has been appointed but not yet fully 
trained 
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4. Town Park 

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 20th September 2006 at St Andrews and 
Cumbernauld Primary School starting at 7.30pm. 

0 ASBOS MEETING - Tuesday 26h September at Cumbernauld Town Hall at 7.30pm. 
A meeting is to take place with Local Councillors, MSP, Fire and Police services to 
discuss general issues including the recent spates of vandalism within Cumbernauld. 

0 Buckfast bottles - a letter has been received from Thomas Johnston Local Councillor for 
Kildrum -requesting our support in asking for the manufacturers to consider changing 
their bottles from glass to plastic for obvious reasons. 

FUTURE MEETINGS - SPEAKERS 
November - Westerwood Golf Professional - Alan Tait 

New Community Police Officer 
We also hope to have a MSP to further discuss the issue of inclusion within 
the newLarbert hospital. 

January - Recyling update from North Lanarkshire Council 

WEBSJTE - www.westerwood.co.uk - the committee have made the commitment that 
we need to revamp and update the website and this will be looked at over the coming 
months. Please feel free to go to the website and send us your comments or questions. 

6. Dates of Next Meetings 

Next Public Meeting - Tuesday 2lSt November 2006 at St Andrews and Cumbemauld 
Primary - 7.30pm 

Committee meeting Tuesday 7th November at Bill Cunningham’s home. 

http://www.westerwood.co.uk

