
Kilsyth Community Council 

Minute of meeting held on 16 August 2006 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Alex Machray Betty Curiie John Freebairn 
Ian Jarvis George Barclay John Smithson Brian Taylor 

ALSO PRESENT: Inspector John McTear (Part-time); Michael O’Neill and Kevin 
Dornan, Community Wardens (Part-time); Members of Public 

1. APOLOGIES: Gordon Letham Carol Sullivan Jean MacLachlan 
Councillor Jean Jones 

2. POLICE REPORT: 

The Chairman introduced Inspector John McTear who had recently taken over from 
Inspector Bob Hope, who had now retired. Inspector McTear outlined the changes he 
proposed to make in community policing of the area. He expects to bring the number 
of officers covering Kilsyth back to full strength shortly and will arrange for cover to 
be provided on Friday and Saturday nights. Overall the crime position for the last few 
months was similar to last year. The Inspector gave a summary of the crime figures 
for the last period. These included drugs related and gravestone desecration charges. 
A traffic warden had now been recruited and his area of operation would cover 
Kilsyth. The Inspector will arrange for a short police report to be made available for 
our monthly meetings. The Chairman thanked Inspector McTear for attending. 

3. COMMUNITY WARDENS 

The Chairman introduced Kevin Dornan and his supervisor Michael O’Neil. Kevin, 
along with another team member, covers Kilsyth on a Monday and Tuesday. Another 
team covers the main housing schemes on a Tuesday. Their main responsibilities 
include checking for graffiti, fly tipping, dog fouling and vandalism and building a 
relationship with residents. They don’t have enforcement powers but report any 
problems to the appropriate department within NLC for action on a daily basis. 
During the month of July they had made 52 reports to NLC. The service is funded by 
the Scottish Executive until 2008. The Chairman thanked Kevin and Michael for 
attending and explaining their responsibilities. 
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4. ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

a. A letter had been received enclosing a very generous gift for the work of the 
community council. 
b. A copy of a letter sent to Councillor Barrie had been received. The issue was 
heavy vehicles cutting across the open ground at the bottom of Main Street to deliver 
goods to the Somerfield store. Councillor Barrie had taken action with Tom Peebles. 
Fencing would be provided, leaving an entrance for the monthly car boot sales. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 17 MAY 

a. The final decision on the new traffic management system for Main Street had been 
postponed. 
b. The Pipe Band will now charge a fee of E200.00 for all events. 
c. The Secretary had contacted Frank McCool, NLC Cemeteries Manager, to advise 
him that the community council wished the shelter area to be retained. 
d. Discussions had taken place on finding a replacement for Gordon Letham on the 
committee of “About Kilsyth”. 
e. The Secretary had made a new request for a Zone Plan for Kilsyth fiom NLC 
Cleansing Dept. 
f. The Secretary had requested a new traffic management scheme for Market Street. 
g. The details of the Farmers’ Market licence holder have still to be changed. There 
will be a charge of E30.00 from NLC. This was on hold pending the establishment of 
the new projects account. 

6. APPROVAL OF REPORT OF REVIEW HELD ON 21 JUNE 

George Barclay, seconded by the Chairman, proposed that the report of the review 
meeting held on 21 June be approved. 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM REPORT OF REVIEW HELD ON 21 JUNE 

The details in the review report were discussed and the following actions agreed:- 

a. Mail boxes to be placed in (i) One Stop Shop (ii) Library (iii) Academy (iv) 
Primary Schools (v) Local Churches, The Secretary to source suitable boxes and 
George Barclay to liaise with all parties to have the suggestion boxes put in place and 
serviced. 
b. The 30fh anniversary of the establishment of the community council will be 
celebrated during June 2007. 
c. The Secretary to invite the Probus Club to nominate a representative to be co- 
opted to the community council. 
d. The Christmas Pageant will be discontinued meantime. 
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e. The Chairman will invite the local Heritage Lottery Fund representative to attend 
our next meeting. 
f. A second bank account has now been established for projects, with the same 
signatories as the Treasurer’s account. 
g. Carol Sullivan has indicated that she would be willing to represent the community 
council on the committee of “About Kilsyth” if another councillor was able to share 
this responsibility with her. The Secretary to enquire if Ray Cooper would consider 
joining the “About Kilsyth” group with Carol. 

8. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

a. The Treasurer advised members that the annual administration grant had still to be 
received from NLC. The account balance is just under &loo. 
b. The Secretary advised members that the first bank statement for the projects 
account has still to be received, The Secretary will provide the details on the account 
at the next meeting. 

9. MR CALLUM McCANN 

The Chairman introduced Mr Callum McCann who had indicated his desire to 
become a member. Callum gave a brief resume of himself and this was followed by 
some members’ questions. The Secretary then proposed that Callum be welcomed as 
a new member and this was seconded by John Smithson. The Chairman congratulated 
Callum on joining the community council. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Chairman and Secretary listed some of the correspondence sent and received 
since the May meeting. A copy of each list is appended. 

The Secretary to write to Kilsyth Thistle Pipe Band, replying to their letter and 
confirming details of the annual “Pipes and Drums’’. 

The Secretary also to write to Strathclyde Fire and Rescue to confirm the status of 
Kilsyth Fire Station. 

11. PLANNING 

The Chairman advised members that a number of planning applications were 
available for consideration. A short break allowed members to look over the plans. 
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All the applications were accepted with the exception of the application to build a new 
house adjacent to Westbrook on Glasgow Road. The Secretary to write to NLC 
Planning Dept expressing our concerns on the lack of detail provided and the 
appropriateness of building on this wedge of ground. 

12. ENVIRONMENT 

a. The resolution to the access dispute at Stirling Road had still to be confirmed by 
NLC. 
b. George Barclay gave details and timescales from Friends of Burngreen on funding 
applications for the Burngreen area. 
c. Ian Jarvis provided an update for the Friends of Kelvin Valley Park. 
d. John Smithson will liaise with Kilsyth Primary School and BTCV to progress the 
composting project. 

13. TOWN CENTRE 

The Farmers’s Market, Car Boot Sale and “About Kilsyth” were discussed. 

14. A.0.C.B 

Details of the honoraria payments to be agreed at the next meeting. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 20 September 2006 starting at 7.30pm. 
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