
Minute of the Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
Monday 23rd October 2006 in the Community Centre, Cardowan Drive, --,. Stepps. , 

. 2 . 1  a'\,- -I;-i I 4q9 1 _-  
Councillors Present: R. Stuart (Chair); M. Mackay; K Maxwell 

In Attendance: Cllr B. Wallace (NLC), PC R Cross and PC E Morrison, Strathclyde Police 

Public: 12 persons 

Apologies: H. Erentz, L. Pender, F. McAveety, C. Graham, A. Gibson and E. Ceresa. 
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Remarks I Introductions 

R. Stuart opened the meeting and welcomed everyone, particularly representatives 
from Strathclyde police. 

Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Carol Graham, Frances McAveety, Louise Pender, 
Alex Gibson, Harry Erentz and Eddie Ceresa 

Minute of the previous meeting (18'h September 2006) 

Minute of the meeting of 18th September 2006 was adopted, proposed by Rob Stuart 
and seconded by Ken Maxwell. 

Community Policing 

PC Cross apologised for missing the last meeting but it had clashed with the 
Chryston Community Council Meeting. He did not have a full report as he was on 
leave but was able to give the following information: 

22 reported crimes in the last 4 weeks - 7 vandalism; 2 street crimes; 6 thefts; 
1 house-breaking; 1 breach of the peace; 1 assault; 1 attempted theft and 3 
road traffic offences. 

None of these were particularly serious and in response to a question, PC Cross 
stated that he believed these figures were down on last year for the same period. 
It was noted that the Traffic Warden had been on duty in the area in the last four 
weeks and a number of parking tickets had been issued. 
There is still concern about a double decker bus which goes along Cardowan Drive in 
the early morning and a coach which was seen speeding along Cumbernauld Road 
on the wrong side of the road. Police stated that they would ask the Traffic Branch to 
look into this as numbers were taken by the people reporting these incidents. 
Another concern had been raised about youths gathering at the bus shelter opposite 
Steppshill Terrace although the person did not wish the bus shelter removed, only 
action to be taken to move on the youths causing the disturbance. 
The question was raised as to whether the police or education authority should be 
doing more in regard to windows being broken at Stepps primary School. The police 
suggested they could ask the Police Liaison Officer to consider a further round of 
visits to local schools as this seemed to have helped in the past. 
The Chair thanked PC Cross and Morrison for their attendance and taking questions. 

Matters arising from previous meeting 

Item 4.1 Cleansing Services - It was noted that Green Wheelie Bins for glass had 
been introduced in some areas but leaflets had not been delivered to some residents 
to advise them of collection dates. It was reported that the recycling banks had been 
replaced in Blenheim Avenue with the addition of a can bank and that the site had 
been tied up. 
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Under this item, although it is a Roads matter, it was noted that drains in Whitehill 
Avenue and Victoria Road are flooding every time it rains and causing large pools of 
water to accumulate on Cumbernauld Road towards West Avenue and Lenzie Road. 
A similar problem is occurring at the junction of Second Avenue with Cumbernauld 
Road. Cllr Wallace said he speak to Roads Department about these matters but it 
was noted that residents could report such problems to Northline, the Council’s call 
cent re. 
Item 6 Planning - Rob Stuart reported that the application for a Motorway Service 
Station at Hornshill Farm is still under consideration 
Similarly housing development at Frankfield Loch is still under consideration. 
House application at 38 Mt Harriet Avenue has been to Committee and has been 
continued for site visit and further hearing. 
Application to convert store to house at 141 Cumbernauld Road to be checked by 
Rob Stuart. 
Item 11.1 Pedestrian Access from Nicolson Court to Station Road. Cllr Wallace 
advised that North Lanarkshire Council had agreed that this access should be re- 
instated but had not taken enforcement action. The Community Council requested 
that enforcement action be taken as the land owner did not seem to be taking any 
action to implement the decision of the planning authority. 
Item 11.2 Gap in safety barrier on Cumbernauld Road at junction with School Road - 
Cllr Wallace advised that he had enquired about this and had been advised that the 
gap was intentional as this was a recognised crossing point with a pedestrian island 
on Cumbernauld Road at this location. 
Item 11.3 Scottish Water Emergency Plan - Rob Stuart advised that the matter had 
been taken up with the public relations department at Scottish Water but as yet there 
had not been a response. 

Planning Matters 

R. Stuart referred to the list attached to the minutes of the previous meeting and 
indicated that the only item of interest was the application by AWG for a sign to be 
erected at the Tulloch Business Park. He suspected this was to replace the Tulloch 
sign as AWG had taken over the business. He would check the location of the sign. 
In response to a question regarding the new traffic lights at the entrance to the 
Tulloch Business Park, Cllr Wallace advised that as there was no access to the site 
from Dewar Road, the Roads Department had recommended traffic control at what 
could be a busy intersection once all the buildings were occupied. 
Questions were raised about the erection of a chalet in the grounds of 24 Alexandra 
Avenue as no one seemed to be aware of planning consent having been sought. Cllr 
Wallace stated that he would ask Planning Department to check this out. 
It was reported that plans had been drawn up for a housing development of 400 
homes on the site of Whitehill Farm to the west of Lenzie Road. This proposal was 
not in the public domain as far as Cllr Wallace was aware but he stated that he would 
make enquiries. The tenant of Whitehill Farm stated that she was certain that the new 
owners GKD Galbraith were planning to develop the farm for residential housing as 
she had been approached about the future of her tenancy and received some 
worrying phone calls. Cllr Wallace stated that he would happy to hear from this 
person in private after the meeting or at his surgery. 
Update on Stepps Primary School - R. Stuart reported on the newsletter circulating 
regarding the delay to the project caused by the discovery of Japanese knotweed and 
other site preparations. The contactors estimated that this had caused a 10 week 
delay but it was understood that once the school was handed over, the pupils would 
move in immediately, even if it were mid-term. Concern was expressed regarding the 
mud on Blenheim Avenue caused by site traffic. Cllr Wallace reported that the Roads 
engineer had visited last week and would be making recommendations to the Project 
Manager. Road sweepers were to be used daily to keep the Avenue clear but a 
number of residents noted that this was not happening. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

K.Maxwell reported that there was a balance in account of f1092.07 and that this 
year’s grant from North Lanarkshire Council was still to be received. M.Mackay 
reported that he had just received correspondence from the Council advising that 
payment of the grant had been approved and would be sent out shortly. 

Secretary’s Report 

M. Mackay reported on the correspondence received since the last meeting 
Bus Services - Letter from Cllr Wallace seeking the Community Council’s support in 
making representation to Strathclyde Partnership for Transport in respect of their 
reconsideration of the subsidy for Service 32/33 to and from Cardowan which would 
take place on 17th November. This could be by way of a letter and/or seeking 
signatures for a petition. The process was explained whereby once a subsidy was 
withdrawn, as was done in this case in April, it could not be re-considered for 6 
months. It was agreed to support this request by writing to SPT and assisting with the 
petition. 
On this same item, M. Mackay explained the position regarding Service 36 which had 
been further curtailed as from 8th October by terminating the service at Moodiesburn 
during the day. To date there had not been a full response to a letter sent to First 
Group in June regarding this Service. He proposed that the Council write again to 
First Group with a copy to SPT and also that the Council write to the Traffic 
Commissioner for Scotland. This was agreed and the letter to include additional 
matters of concern such as the break in direct services to Cumbernauld, the lack of 
timetable information at bus stops, journey times to and from Glasgow, and 
alternative route and service suggestions for one or more of the express services 
currently using the M80 by-pass. Cllr Wallace added that he had arranged a meeting 
with Ronnie Parks of First Group and that he would be happy to be accompanied by a 
representative from the Council. It was proposed and agreed that if available, Louise 
Pender would accompany Cllr Wallace. 
As reported above a letter from North Lanarkshire Council advising that the planning 
application in respect of 38 Mount Harriet Avenue had been continued for a site visit 
and further hearing to which the Community Council had been invited to send a 
representative. 
East Glasgow Community and Health Care Partnership enclosing minute of Northern 
Corridor Health Forum meeting of 1 8th September. Noted. 
Land Use Consultants advising the Council that the company had been engaged by 
North Lanarkshire Council to undertake a public consultation on access in the county 
with regard to paths for walking, cycling, horse riding and other non-motorised forms 
of transport. A questionnaire was enclosed for completion and any resident could also 
complete a questionnaire. There would be series of consultation events, the nearest 
for Stepps being in Muirhead Community Centre on Monday 27th November from 
1.00pm to 8.00pm on a ‘drop-in’ basis. Agreed that the Council would complete the 
questionnaire and anyone interested would attend the consultation event. 
North Lanarkshire Tenants and Residents Special Uplift Steering Group asking for 
information regarding the consultation with the Council by North Lanarkshire Council 
prior to the introduction of charges for special uplifts and an invitation for someone to 
come and speak to the Council about the work of the group. Noted that the Council 
had met with Cleansing Department officials after the introduction of these charges 
but that the Council had been satisfied with the explanation given for the introduction 
of charges. Secretary to respond in these terms and not take the matter further. 
Friends of Kelvin Valley Park enclosing information with regard to the development of 
the park and indicating that the group would be happy to come and talk to the 
Council. Noted with interest and group to be invited to speak to a future meeting of 
the Council. 
Community Services of North Lanarkshire Council enclosing information leaflets for 
distribution regarding the publication of a Cultural Strategy which can be viewed on 
the NLC website. Noted. 
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Director of Administration, North Lanarkshire Council advising that the Community 
Council Grant for 2006107 had been approved and would be issued subject to receipt 
of minutes for the current year. M. Mackay stated that these had now been sent to 
NLC and as reported above the grant should be received shortly. 

Councillor’s Verbal Reports 

M. Mackay sought permission to scrap the printer owned by the Community Council 
which was obsolete and would not work efficiently with more modern computers. 
Agreed so long as this was done by recycling. 
He also noted that vehicles were regularly mounting the pavement outside the GP’s 
surgery in Stepps and parking fully on the pavement. He had a recent experience of 
having to move sharply to avoid a vehicle mounting the pavement and he asked that 
North Lanarkshire Council site more bollards at this location. Cllr Wallace agreed to 
have a look at the situation. 

Any other business 

A local resident enquired about a tree replacement policy for Stepps Public Park as 
another 7 trees had been felled over the summer. This was a matter for the Parks 
Department but in the absence of any policy it was suggested that this might be 
considered as a project involving the Community Council and local schools. 
Another resident was concerned about the spread of Japanese knotweed throughout 
the park and asked if the Parks Department had any plans to stop this. This matter to 
be raised with the Parks Department. 
In response to a question regarding a play park being built at Coshneuk Road, Cllr 
Wallace stated that this was not accurate and as he understood it, such a 
development would not be permitted in terms of the donation of the land to NLC. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stepps and District Community Council will be held Monday 20th 
November 2006 at 7.30pm in the Community Centre, Cardowan Drive, Stepps. 
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