
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND PROPERTY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 14 JUNE 2000 

BROWNSBURN/GARTLEA MOSS, AlRDRlE - UPDATE 

27. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Leisure Services Committee held on 
23 June 1998 when, inter alia, that Committee authorised the Director of Planning and Development to 
market the Brownsburn/Gartlea Moss site in Airdrie on the open market, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 30 May 2000 by the Acting Director of Housing and Property Services providing an 
update on the marketing site and subsequent public consultations (1) outlining the background to the 
marketing of the Brownsburn/Gartlea Moss site; (2) intimating that (a) prior to the marketing of the site 
a formal consultation exercise had been carried out in the local community, and (b) the consultation 
exercise showed a clear desire that the area should not be developed for either housing or industrial 
purposes, and (3) detailing three options for the future use of the site. 

. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposals to market the site be abandoned; 

(2) that the site continue to be managed in its current condition by the Directors of Community 
Services and Planning and Environment; 

(3) that any properly funded proposals from community groups be reported to a future meeting of 
the Committee, and 

(4) that the matter be referred to the Community Services and Planning and Environment 
Committees for information. 
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I AGENDA ITEM NO 1 

To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
& PROPERTY SERVICES 

Date: 30 May 2000 Ref: GSBMcG 

NORTH LANAJWSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

BROWNSBURN/GARTLEA MOSS 

1. 

2 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

Purpose of Remrt 

To provide Members with an update on this subject and advise on the outcome of the consultation 
process undertaken in respect of an earlier Committee decision to remarket the subject site for 
development purposes and to suggest options for the future management of this site. 

Background 

The subject land extends to approximately 5 1.72 hectares in area and consists of two areas of land 
1j.ing to the north and south of Brownsburn Road, Airdrie. Ownership of the site is held primarily 
with this Authority. In terms of the adopted Local Plan 199 1 the site is identified for improved 
Public Open Space purposes and for the development of facilities for golf. 

By decision notice dated 29 March 1996 the former Monklands District Council after approval by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland granted conditional outline pianning consent for the 
redevelopment of the site at Brownsburn RoadKalderbank Road, Airdrie for a Residential and 
Commercial development including an 18 hole course. The outline Planning Application granted to 
the Walker Group duly expired on 29 March 1999. 

The legal agreement entered into between the Council (MDC) and the approved developer, Walker 
Group, provided initially for a 9 hole Golf course with a further 9 holes to be constructed 
dependent on the monies generated from the sale of the land for the approved development 
purposes. 

At a special meeting of the Leisure Services Committee held on 23 June 1998 Members were 
advised that as a result of detailed site investigations it had been established that the development 
in its present form was unable to be delivered due to a substantial financial deficit in budgetary 
estimates of over 51.5 million (primarily in relation to dealing with site problems). It was the 
decision of Committee to “note that the contract with Walker Group to deveIop the site at 
Brownsburn had become unviable and therefore to allow the CVaIker Group to withdrawjvm it 
and that the Director of PIanning be thereafter authorised to market the Brownsburn site on the 
open market”. In terms of this decision the Walker Group have withdrawn from the Agreement but 
as yet no marketing of the site has taken place. 

Following that decision a number of representations were received in relation to the marketing of 
the site and subsequently at meetings of the Airdrie Area Committee of 8 April 1998, 
27 October 1998 and 2 February 1999 it was agreed to consult with the Community prior to the 
remarketing of the site. 



2 

3 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.4. 

4 

4.1. 

In compliance with Committee instructions a formal consultation exercise was carried out to ' 

include the leafleting of individual households (750 in total), Community and Local Action 
Groups and public advertisement in the local press. As a result a total of 52 letters were received 
including 2 petitions totalling 1,500 signatures. A petition has also been received from the 
Calderbank Conservation Society requesting the BrownsbdGartlea site be retained within the 
green belt as a nature country park. This request is dealt with later in the report. 

The results of the consultation exercise showed a clear desire that the area should not be developed 
for either housing or industrial purposes and that the current value placed on the open space and 
wildlife attributes of the site was a common thread within the letters of representation. Further 
strong views were expressed regarding the merits of the Local Plan zoning of a golf course for the 
site and the need to provide such a facility. 

In summary two options emerged through this public consultation exercise: 

(a) Leave the site in its current use namely open space and wildlife sanctuary, providing a natural 
park, for community use. 

(b) Provide a range of leisure facilities centred on a golf course whilst enhancing the 
countryside linkages with other parts of Airdrie. 

, 

The results of the consultation exercise were reported to the Airdrie Area Committee on 2 February 
1999 and the two options established through that process were fully endorsed by the Committee. 
That endorsement was reported to the Planning and Development Committee at their meeting of 
24 February 1999. 

Ln addition to the options mentioned at 3.2. above the Council could implement the original 
decision to market the site. Members may care to take into account the following in considering 

.these options: 

Leave the site in its current use 

At the present moment this site is maintained by the Department of Community Services. The 
annual maintenance costs are E21,OOO. The Gartlea Community Centre was built to provide Golf 
Club House facilities for a planned Golf Course. These facilities are still available and an 
alternative use would be required for this part of the building. The Department of Community 
Services would intend to adapt this facility for general community use, although to date costs have 
not been established. The Golf Club lockers could be removed from site and used elsewhere within 
the Department. 



3 

. _. ’f 

Members will be aware that part of this site was a domestic refuse tip known as the Target Tip. 
The refuse tip has not yet stabilised and is still producing gas albeit at reduced levels and not at 
sufEcient levels to support flaring. The gas is drawn from two underground gas collections lines 
installed within the site using a large capacity fan for vacuuming pwposes. The Department of 
Planning and Environment checks the readings regularly to ensure that the flatted properties to the 
west end of the site are not in any danger from this gas. There are also building restrictions on and 
in the vicinity of any former refuse tip site which is still gassing. The Department of Planning and 
Environment are not aware of any problems arising out of the existence of this former tip. The 
Council is aware of possible inadequacies in the capping of the former tip, but is not aware of any 
difficulties currently arising from this though leachate. 

Provide a range of Leisure Facilities centred on a Golf Course 

It is unlikely that a development of this nature could be supported financially by the Council. The 
finance for either building a Golf Course or other leisure facilities and managing and maintaining 
them would require to be found from other sources. A Community Group could seek Lottery 
funding to construct a Golf Course although the outcome of such an application cannot be 
anticipated. It should however be borne in mind that the Lottery fund, through the auspices of the 
Scottish Sports Council (now sportscotland) awarded a sum of f575,000 excluding VAT to the 
initial CounciVWalker Group Partnership Project. Therefore, given their involvement with the 
Working Group, National Lottery are fully aware of the site and the associated difficulties relative 
to the development of a Golf Course. Lottery may therefore have already formed a view on the 
viability of a Golf Course at Brownsburn.Even if a community group were successful in obtaining 
Lottery or other hnding they would still require to find “matching” or “partnership” funding. 

The Council would also require to consider carefully whether the site would be sold to such a 
Group or leased. in any case the danger would always exist that Community Groups would be ’ 

unable to sustain a development and the site could become a problem for the Council at some date 
in the future. The likelihood would always exist that the Council would be expected to take on 
board the future management and maintenance of the facility. Given that the Department of 
Community Services has been identified as being significantly over GAE, and as a consequence 
has embarked on a severe programme of facility closures and a reduction in opening hours, the 
Department of Community Services would wish to express concerns should this situation arise. In 
fact the Department of Community Services would not be willing to take on board any future 
tevenue costs associated with the development, without the appropriate finance being made 
available. The Department would however be happy to undertake any maintenance work provided 
costs are fully met from outwith the Department. 

It should also be noted that within a nine mile stretch of the A73 corridor between Cumbernauld 
and Newmains plans exist to construct three separate Golf Courses. Therefore in any strategic 
analysis of Golfing provision, further provision could perhaps saturate the market. 

In conclusion therefore any proposals coming forward from a Community Group would require to 
be examined rigorously to ensure that a viable business plan and adequate funding were in place 
both to develop the facility and to maintain it. 
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Remarket site 

As noted above the planning permission for this site has now expired and the site is identified for 
public open space purposes and for the development of facilities for golf within the current Local 
plan. At the present moment there is no identified demand from the commercial sector for the 
development of a Golf Course. This is not to say that if the opportunity were marketed proposals 
could come forward. 

The possibility of marketing the land for industrial or housing use is not supported by the 
Community and does not accord with the present local plan. It is difficult therefore to conclude 
otherwise than that marketing the site is no longer an option. 

5 Reconmendations 

It was recommended that the Committee agree to the following:- 

1. That the proposals to remarket the site be abandoned. 

2. That the site continue to be managed in its current condition by the Departments of 
Community Services and Planning and Environment. 

3. That any properly funded proposals from Community Groups will be reported 
to a future Committee of the Housing and Property Services Committee. 

4. The referral of this report to the Community Services and Planning and Environmental 
Committees for their interest. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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