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DRAFT EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE HELD ON 31 MAY 2000 

AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE, GARTLEA FOOTBRIDGE 

17. Under reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment (Roads 

and Transport) Sub-Committee held on 24 May 2000 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 

17 May 2000 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) seeking approval to undertake 

preliminary design of a proposed footbridge at Gartlea Road, Airdrie; (2) outlining the background 

relative thereto; (3) intimating that North Lanarkshire Council had inherited an agreement between the 

previous roads authority and Safeway, whereby Safeway would provide funding to a value of f 150, J 

for the provision of a footbridge, and while Safeway had agreed in principle to the Council proceeding, 

no Bond had yet been lodged by Safeway and the Head of Legal Services is still pursuing the matter; 

(4) outlining the sustainability implications, and (6) recommending appropriate action. 

Decided: 

(1) that the action taken regarding the promotion of a capital bid for the funding of the footbridge 

at Gartlea and the pressure being put on Safeway regarding the delivery of a Performance 

Bond be approved; 

(2) that the issue of a preliminary design brief to the Council’s Department of Construction 

Services (in the knowledge that Safeway had not yet lodged the Bond) be approved, and 

(3) that it be noted that the Department of Construction Services are currently undertaking an 

assessment of Gartlea Road Bridge, Airdrie which may have implications on the provisions of 

the footbridge. 
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17 
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND 
TRANSPORT) SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON 24 MAY 2000 

AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE, GARTLEA FOOTBRIDGE 

4. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 
21 March 2000, there was submitted a report dated 17 May 2000 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment ( I )  advising that the Council had inherited an agreement between the former Roads 
Authority and Safeway whereby, in order to fulfil a planning condition in relation to the development of 
its Superstore in Airdrie town centre Safeway was to provide funding up to the value of f150,000 for 
the provision of a footbridge over the railway line to the east of Gartlea Road; (2) intimating that, as 
Safeway had subsequently failed to complete the necessary negotiations pertaining to the acquisition 
of land by the requisite timescale, the Head of Legal Services had approached Safeway to invoke the 
Council’s rights to undertake those works, the costs of which would be recharged to Safeway; 
(3) containing his observations on the matter, and (4) seeking approval to commission a preliminary 
design brief for the footbridge. 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued to the Planning and Environment 
Committee. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Date: 24 May 2000 Ref CITT/03/02iGhlliMCW 

Subject: AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE, 
GARTLEA FOOTBRIDGE 

Purpose of Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Committee Approval to undertake preliminary design of a 
proposed footbridge at Gartlea Road. 

Background 

2 .  North Lanarkshire Council inherited an agreement between the previous Roads Authority and Safeway, 
whereby Safeway would provide funding up to a value of E150,OOO for the provision of a footbridge 
over the railway line to the east of Gartlea Road. This was in order to fulfil a planning condition in 
relation to the Safeway superstore development for the provision of a continuous footway along the east 
side of Gartlea Road. A temporary footway has been provided in order to allow Safeway to open the 
store on the understanding that a permanent footway involving the footbridge would eventually be 
constructed. 

1 In view of the fact that Safeway have failed to complete the negotiations pertaining to the acquisition of 3 .  

land by the requisite timescale, the Planning and Development Committee agreed that the Head of 
Legal Services should approach Safeway in order to invoke the Council's rights to undertake these 
works. While Safeway have agreed in principle to the Council proceeding, Committee are asked to 
note that no bond has yet been lodged by Safeway and that the Head of Legal Services is still pursuing 
this matter. 

4. On' the 2 1" March 2000 the Airdrie Area Committee, inter alia, recommended to the Planning & 
Environment Committee, (a) that a capital bid be made for funding for the footbridge at Gartlea, 
Airdrie, and (b) that pressure be put on Safeway regarding the delivery of a performance bond in 
relation to the footbridge at Gartlea, Airdrie. 

The Head of Legal Services has written to Safeway indicating that if no bond was lodged by 3 1'' May 
2000, the Council would initiate appropriate Legal action for delivery of such bond. 

5 .  

6. Provision of the footbridge onto Gartlea has ROW been added to the list of new works required by the 
Department and will be included in the next service plan review. Before completion of the service plan 
it will be necessary to obtain up-to-date construction and design costs. Subject to your approval, it is 
proposed to issue a preliminary design brief to Construction Services, in order to establish the most cost 
effective form of structure, the land requirements and the estimate cost of works. The estimated cost 
for the preliminary report is 26,000. This can be accommodated within the Department's revenue 
budget but would subsequently be recharged to Safeway. Authorisation is sought for this expenditure 
in the knowledge that a bond has not yet been lodged. Progression of the design, in advance of 
obtaining the bond, will reduce the effects of inflation. 
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7 .  Committee are also asked to note that the Gartlea Road bridge is currently being assessed for 40 tonne 
highway loading by Design Services. Combining this assessment with the preliminary footbridge report 
at this time has particular merit and cost benefits. There are, for example, common design tasks and 
works including the need for railway possessions for site inspections and trial holes. 

Sustainabilitv ImDlications 

8; The provision of the footbridge is intended to facilitate access on foot to the superstore development 
and is therefore fully consistent with the Council’s aims regarding limiting growth in car use and 
encouraging more environmentally friendly modes of transport. 

Recommendations 

9. Committee are asked to: 

a) approve the action taken regarding the promotion of a capital bid for funding of the footbridge 
at Gartlea and the pressure being put on Safeway regarding the delivery of the performance 
bond; 

b) approve the issue of a preliminary design brief to the Council’s Department of Construction 
Services (in the knowledge that Safeway have not yet lodged the bond); 

c) note that the Department of Construction Services are currently undertaking an assessment of 
the Gartlea Road Bridge which may have implications on the provision of the footbridge. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
17 May, 2000 

For further information please contact G Mackay on 01236 812368 
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