
AGENDA l?EM No. ..6k.kih. 
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMllTEE OF 1 1  DECEMBER 1996 

CRITERIA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS 

9.  There was submitted a report dated 13 November 1996 by the Director of Planning and 
Development requesting approval for the adoption of specific criteria for the establishment of 
camera equipment to enforce speed limits or identify red light running at traffic signals. The 
recommended criteria were outlined in Appendix 1 which accompanied the report (docketed). 

Decided: 

(1 ) that the Committee approve the use of the criteria set out in Appendix 1 of the report; 

(2) that future discussions with the Chief Constable of Strathclyde regarding funding and 
maintenance of the new camera sites be authorised, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for their consideration 
as a policy matter. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

TO: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMllTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Date:: 13 NOVEMBER 1996 Ref 

REPORT 

SUBJECT: CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS 

Purpose of Report 

1 The purpose of this report is to  obtain Committee approval for the adoption of specific 
criteria for the establishment of camera equipment to enforce speed limits or red light 
running at traffic signals. 

Backqround 

2 In 1990, Strathclyde Regional Council pioneered the use, in Scotland, of camera equipment 
to aid enforcement of red light traffic signal violations at sites with a proven accident 
problem. Three years later, cameras were installed to help reduce speeds at sites where 
there was evidence of excessive speed causing injury accidents. 

3 Studies over a five year period indicate that these cameras have been successful in reducing 
total injury accidents and the general severity of injuries. These benefits represent a very 
considerable return of the installation costs of the camera equipment, currently averaging 
E l  3,750 per site. In the past, this cost was met by Strathclyde Roads. 

4 At present, NLC has three speed camera sites which were installed by Strathclyde Roads and 
are operated by Strathclyde Police. These sites are at: 

B754 - Castlehill road, Wishaw - near Smith Avenue 

B7001 - Old Edinburgh Road, Viewpark, near Philip Murray road 

Coatbridge Road, east of Bargeddie Cross 

5 It should be noted that such reductions have been achieved at sites with an identifiable 
problem which was amenable to camera enforcement. Where such conditions do not exist, 
substantial benefits would not be achieved. In any event, cameras must not be seen as 
universally applicable traffic calming measures. 

6 It is appropriate, therefore, that criteria be developed for the selection of sites which are 
appropriate for camera enforcement techniques. This will ensure that only those sites where 
cameras are the most effective solution are selected, thereby avoiding unnecessary work, 
achieving the greatest accident reductions and the best possible value for money. 
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7 The recommended criteria are set out in appendix 1. These were approved by Strathclyde 
Regional Council Road Safety Sub-Committee and commended to the unitary authorities on 
31 January 1996. Subsequently, these criteria have been used in the most recent camera 
installations within the former Strathclyde boundary. ' 

Recommendation 

7 I recommend that Committee 

a) Approve the use of the criteria set out in Appendix I, and 

b) authorises future discussions with the Chief Constable of Strathclyde regarding the 
funding and maintenance of new camera sites. 

Stanley C CO J k 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Contact for further information : S C Wilson (0 1236 6 16256) 
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APPENDIX I . 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Planninq and Development Department 

Criteria for Establishment of Traffic Enforcement Cameras 

For red traffic light violation cameras 

1 Two or more injury accidents in a three year period at a signalised junction or pelican 
crossing to which the primary causation code is recorded as "disobeying a traffic 
signal" or "failing to  give precedence to a pedestrian". At lease two or these must be 
in the same compass direction. 

2 Site conditions must be suitable. 

3 No other engineering measures are appropriate. 

For speed enforcement cameras 

A "site" is defined as being a length of carriageway not exceeding 500 metres. 

1 A minimum of eight injury accidents in a three year period. 

2 The 85th percentile speed must exceed the speed limit by at least 10 miles per hour. 

3 Three or more of the accidents in a three year period must have excessive speed as a 
major contributory factor, eg loss of control on a bend, overturning, etc, 

five or more accidents in the three year period involving fatal or serious casualties. 

4 Site conditions must be suitable. 

5 No other engineering measures are appropriate. 
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