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New Partnershim 
In Local Government 

Tuesday 28 January 1997 

The Cumberland Hotel, London 

Dear Colleague, 

NEW PARTNERSHIPS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Tuesday 28 January 1996 

The Cumberland Hotel, London W1 

I am writing to invite you to register for a national one day conference New Partnerships in Local 
Government, which will examine the future of public/private partnerships in the delivery of services 
and the funding of capital projects a t  local level. 

We are pleased to have the full participation of Labour’s front bench team, who will outline 
Labour’s approach to  public/private partnerships from a fiscal and public management perspective, 
and we have invited responses from leading figures in local government, trades unions and 
the private sector. The conference will also include focus seminars on individual as pects of 
public / private co-operation, including contracting; economic regeneration; the PFI 
and the management and accountability of new partnerships. 

The conference is for local government officers, managers, elected members, trades unions, 
academics, private sector service providers, contractors and financial institutions. 

I do hope you are able to give attendance a t  this event the highest priority. It will enable 
you to participate in discussions with key opinion formers and policy makers in the run up to  
the general election. 

A conference brochure and booking details are enclosed. 

Should you have any queries, please contact Sarah Atkin in the conference office on 01 71-222 1280. 
Otherwise, I look forward to  seeing you on January 28th. 

You rs fa it h fu I I y, 
i 7. DEC 

NElL STEWART 
Enc. 

Conference Producers 

Supported by: 

11 Dartmouth Street 1 tel 0171-222 1280 
London SW1H 9BL I fax 0171-222 1278 ~ 

RENEVVAL 
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New Partners hips 
In Local Government 

Tuesday 28 January 1997 
The Cumberland Hotel, London 

Speakers include: 

Alistair Darling MP 

Hilary Armstrong MP 

Jack Dromey 

Professor Gerry Stoker 

Nick Russell 

Richard Smith 

Supported by: 

Frank Dobson MP 

Cllr Tony Colman 

Cllr Steve Bassam 

Jenny Price 

Sue Goss 

Mushtaq Malik 

RENEWAL 
Conference Producers 



New Pa r t  n e rs h i ps 
Ag e a In Loca l  Government 

09.00hrs 

09.30 

09.35 

10.1 5 

10.30 

Registration & Coffee 

Welcome by Chair 
Stephen Twigg, General Secretary 
The Fabian Society 

THE PARTNERSHIP APPROACH UNDER LABOUR 

Introduction 
Hilary Armstrong MP 
Shadow Local Government Minister 

OPENING ADDRESS 

Alistair Darling MP 
Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury 

Questions & Discussion 

Coffee 

11 .oo 

12 noon 

12.30 

PARTNERSHIPS IN PRACTICE: CONSTRAINTS 
& POTENTIAL 

Chair: Sue Goss, Director of Local Services 
Office of Public Management 

Perspectives from Local Government 
Cllr Tony Colman, Leader, Merton Council 

Perspectives from the private sector 
Jenny Price, Director, Major Contractors’ Group 

Richard Smith, Director of Marketing, Onyx UK Ltd 

PANEL DISCUSSION I QUESTlONS 

Lunch 

13.30 

14.00hrs 

A. 

B. 

-~ ~ 

PARTNERSHIPS & THE WORKPLACE 

Chair: Sue Goss 
Jack Dromey, Assistant General Secretary,T & G 

FOCUS SEMINARS 
(delegates choose from one of the following) 

The Future of Contracting 

Political Management of New Partnerships 



C. Regeneration: A Case Study 

D. Making the PFI work 

Seminars contributors include: Cllr Steve Bassam, 
Leader, Brighton Council; Professor Gerry Stoker; 
Nick Russell, Executive Consultant, KPMG, Mushtaq 
Malik, Chief Executive, Serviceteam Ltd. 

15.1 5 Tea 

15.30 CLOSING ADDRESS (FULL CONFERENCE) 

Frank Dobson MP, Shadow Secretary of State for 
the Environment 

16.00hrs Close 

Agenda accurate at time ofpublication but may be subject to change. 

Who Should Attend 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Council Leaders and Councillors 

Local Authority Chief Executives 

Local Authority Finance Directors 

Local Authority Economic 

Development Officers 

Local Authority Planning Departments 

Local Authority Leisure Services Directors 

Trade Unions 

Property Developers 

Construct ion Corn pa nies 

Housing Associations 

Accountants & Management Consultants 

City Analysts 

Venture Capital  Companies 

Banks & Lending Organisations 

Civil Servants 

Govern men t Relations Consu I t a  n t s  

Academics 



Delegate Booking Form 
New Partnerships In Local Government 

Name 

Title CMr/Mjs/Ms/Dr/Prof&Ilr) ~- 

Position 

Organisation 

Address 

Postcode 

TelNo -~ ~ Fax N o  

I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below: 

Signature 

HOWTO REGISTER 
Complete the delegate information section above and either: 
I 
2 

Fax a copy of this form to  0 I7 1-222- 1278; or 
Post the completed form to: 
Neil Stewart Associates, I I Dartmouth Street, London SW I H 9BL 

Please photocopy this booking form for additional delegates. 

CONFERENCE FEES 

Full Rate L230.00 +VAT (f40.25) Total €270.25 
Commercial Organisations 
Centrally funded Government Organisations 

Reduced Rate f 175.00 +VAT (f30.62) Total f205.62 
Local Government 

Supported Rate f95.00 +VAT (f16.62) Total f I I 1.62 
Trade Unions 
Housing Associations 
Academics 
Fees include all day access t o  the event, conference papers, lunch and refreshments. 
Fees do not  include travel costs o r  accommodation. 

HOW TO PAY (please tick relevant box below) 

0 Invoice Please send an invoice to: 

Purchase order number (if relevant): 

0 Cheque I enclose a cheque for f _  -~ ~- 

payable to  Stewart Productions Ltd 

0 Credit Card We can accept the following credit cards: 

Please debit f from my MastercardNisa/Eurocard/DeIta 

Card No. 

Expiry Date of Card m] Name (as on Card) 

Terms & Conditions 
This booking form constitutes a legally binding agreement. Cancellations confirmed in writing by Monday I 3  January I997  will 
be refunded. minus an administration charge of t50.00 +VAT, We regret that no refund can be made after that date. for 
whatever reason although substitutions will be accepted if notified in writing before the event. Bookings made after Monday 
I 3  January I997 are non-refundable. Conference details will be issued subject t o  recept o f  payment. If you have not 
received details within 7 days of the conference. please contact the conference office, We cannot be held responsible for the 
non-arrival of information. I 



Purpose of the Conference 
Public/Private partnerships in the delivery of services and the 

financing of projects a t  local level are likely to grow within the 

next few years. It is  now widely accepted that the use of private 
capital can benefit communities beyond the funding of ‘one off’ 

projects and that the private sector can play a wider and more 

constructive role. 

The ’status quo’ has been criticised from a number of quarters. 

Commercial organisations feel that the PFI i s  hindered by 

unnecessary bureaucracy and Local Authorities are frustrated by 

restrictions from Central Government as to how they can raise and 
spend capital. Many argue that CCT now hinders, rather than helps 
the development of long term contractor relationships and fails 

to ensure best quality and reasonable employee rights. 

If the relationship between private and public is  to flourish, under 

what framework should commercial companies, local authorities 

and publicly funded bodies operate? What is  the best way forward 
and what does Labour plan if elected to power? 

This conference will: 

outline Labour’s plans for public / private 

partnerships from a fiscal, and public management 
perspective; 

invite responses from local government 

representatives and the private sector; 

examine the potential for private finance a t  local 

level and where it can be most appropriately used; 

analyse the shortcomings of the PFI; propose 

alternative partnership models and look at  how 
decision-making responsibility could be devolved to  

improve contractual efficiency; 

appraise the role and responsibilities of central 
Government, Local Government and local bodies; 

evaluate CCT and look a t  how a regulatory framework 
can guarantee minimum standards and protect 
em plo yees. 



The Fabian Society i s  the Left's senior think tank. Fabian 

publications have been responsible for many of the changes in 
Labour's outlook over the past few years - and for helping it to 

recapture public opinion since the 1992 general election. 

The Fabian Society goes back a long way - over 100 years. It has 

counted in i t s  ranks Labour leaders from Clement Attlee to Tony 
Blair; intellectuals and other opinion-formers and decision 

makers from R H Tawney and Tony Crosland in the past to Frank 

Fie Id today. 

Today, the Fabian Society retains i t s  independence and continues 

to promote discussion and debate about matters of public policy, 
primarily through i t s  programme of publications by notable 

experts but also by organising conferences and seminars for 

members, business and the general public. 

For further details about Fabian publications or corporate 

subscriptions call Stephen Twigg, General Secretary on 

01 71-222 8877 I fax - 976 71 53. 

RENEWAL 
Renewal i s  a subscription based journal, published quarterly. 

Renewal was launched in 1993, with the aim of contributing to the 
development of a broader vision and a sharper ideological cutting 

edge to political dialogue and policy debate on the centre-left. 

Renewal i s  an independent venture, controlled by i t s  editors. 

For subscription details write to: Renewal, Freepost (SE 84561, 

Stone, Kent DA2 6BR. 


