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20 January 1997 

Dear Cllr McGuigan, 

On behalf of CAP (Church Action on Poverty) West of Scotland I am writing to 
invite you to a Youth Poverty Hearing on March 8th 1997, at the Pearce Institute, 
840 Govan Road, Glasgow. Time 10.30am - 4pm. 

CAP has been involved with a project, “Local People National Voice”, for several 
years, and has organised a number of Poverty Hearings to date. Through these, 
people experiencing poverty have been enabled to tell their ‘personal stories, and 
those who have some influence for change have been the listeners. A certain 
degree of mileage has already been achieved in getting Poverty, and the growing 
gap (and Britain has one of the fastest widening gaps) between the sick and poor 
onto the National Agenda. 

We now feel it is the time that young people (16. - 25yrs) should have their say, so 
we have decided on a Hearing entitled ”Hearing the Voice of Youth”, on March 
8th, as stated above. 

Please find enclosed a leaflet explaining the work of the West of Scotland CAP 
group, an invitation to the Youth Hearing and a reply slip. Please return the 
reply slip to the above address by 14 February 1997. 

I do hope you can join us on that day. 

Yours sincerely, 

\ 

Miss Patricia Ward 
Administrator. 

\ 
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

Working groups have been set up: 

* Structures * Poverty Hearings * General Election 

The Poverty Hearings group are at present working on Poverty 
Hearings in Clydebank, Wishaw and a Youth Hearing on 8th March 
1996 in the Pearce Institute, Govan. 

Constitutions have been drawn up by the Structures Group and we 
the Launch of West of Scotland Church Action on Poverty will take 
place on 1st February 1997. 

For further information please contact: 

Patricia Ward, 
Administration Office, 
8 Campbell Street, 
Wishaw, 
ML2 8HT 

Tel/Fax: (01698) 361686 
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WHO WE ARE? WHAT'S BEEN DONE ALREADY? 

An Ecumenical group of Christians from the West of Scotland 
working with the national organisation Church Action on Poverty 
(C.A.P.) which responds to poverty in Britain. Our group also 
includes those who experience poverty directly - the unemployed, 
homeless etc., and representatives from Barnardo's, The Poverty 
Alliance, Glasgow Braendam Link, Justice & Peace. At present there 
are 73 members although only about 20 of these are actively involved 
in the monthly meetings. 

WHAT IS OUR VISION? 

Our main aims, are to bring policy makers together with those who 
directly experience poverty, and to raise awareness of the extent of 
poverty in our area. 

We want to ensure that those with power listen carefully to those for 
whom their policies continue to create added hardship. It is 
important that the voices of those who are hurt most by increasing 
poverty are heard more clearly. 

HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THIS? 

We hope to hold Poverty Hearings which will bring policy makers, 
and people living in poverty together. This will involve people in the 
West of Scotland who directly experience poverty speaking out 
against it, and of their own experiences. We feel that it is important 
that these voices that are seldom listened to are heard. 

Several other cities have held their own Poverty Hearings. The first of 
these took place in Manchester in June 1994 and has been followed by 
events in Newcastle, Plymouth, Swanwick, Teeside, Birmingham, 
Preston, Gloucester, London, and Leeds. All of these fed into a 
National Poverty Hearing held in Westminster on 19th March 1996. 

A Poverty Hearing was held in the City Chambers, Glasgow on 
February 3rd 1996. 220 people attended including Church 
Leaders, MPs, Social Workers etc. Speakers represented the 
homeless, prisoners, unemployed, disabled and young people. 

Small local hearings have already taken place in Castlemilk and 
Easterhouse, for the A.G.M. of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference, and for the Church & Nation Committee in 
Dunblane. 

5 representatives from our group attended the National Poverty 
Hearing in Westminster on 19th March 1996. 

A small group has been established in Easterhouse under the 
CAP umbrella and is organising projects within their own area. 

Members joined in marking the United Nations Poverty Day by 
joining the Braendam Group in George Square, have 
participated in the Scottish Civic Assembly and have signed the 
Scottish Declaration on Poverty. 

Participation in a Conference on Poverty organised by 
Edinburgh University's Centre for Theology and Public Issues. 

On the 9th November the National Organisation held their 
AGM in the Glasgow City Chambers. This was the first time that 
CAP National has held their AGM in Scotland and our group 
were asked to organise this event. 

A follow-up report was presented to the Conference of Religious 
on Saturday 16th November 1996. 

Research has been done in researching the programmes of all the 
political parties, and drawing up lists of MPs and prospective 
candidates to the General Election. 


