
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMllTEE OF 26 FEBRUARY 1997 

BRIDGE ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME 

15. There was submitted a report dated 14 January, 1997 by the Director of Planning and 
Development concerning the road and bridge structures for which the Council is responsible and 
the resources required to complete the bridge assessment strengthening programme by 1 
January, 1999 in terms of European Community Directive 8513lECC and amending Directives 
861360lECC and 891460lECC. 

Decided: 

(1 ) that funds be provided from the Capital Allocation to allow compliance with the EEC 
Directive on bridge assessment requiring &898,285 for 1997198 and &673,7 15 for 
1998199; 

(2) to note that given the tight timescale involved it will not be possible for the Council to 
meet the deadline of 1 January, 1999 for bridge strengthening and may require the 
implementation of a programme of weight restrictions, and 

(3) that the matter be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for its interests. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To : PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: 

BRIDGE ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME 

Pumose of Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the road structures for which the 
Council is responsible and also to advise of the resources necessary to complete the bridge 
assessment and strengthening programme by 1 st January 1999. 

Background 

2. There are 589 road structures in North Lanarkshire of which 406 are solely owned by North 
Lanarkshire Council. 17 are owned jointly with bordering authorities and 11 are of unknown 
ownership at this stage. The remaining 155 are privately owned (Railtrack, British Rail Property 
Board, British Waterways Board). 

3 .  In response to a European Community Directive (85/3ECC) and Amending Directives 
(86/360/ECC) and (89/460/ECC) the maximum weight of vehicles which are allowed to travel on 
Britain's roads is being increased from 38 tonnes to 40 tonnes from 1st January 1999. Since local 
Roads Authorities have a duty to maintain bridges for the safe passage of the public under the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, a bridge assessment and strengthening programme was set up by the 
Regional Councils, the burden of which now rests with the Unitary Authorities. Of the 589 
structures, 375 are eligible for assessment. 

4. As at 1" February 1997 there are 3 15 bridges in North Lanarkshire still to be assessed. Of these 
52 are known to be Railtrack structures and a joint agreement may be entered into. This leaves 
263 structures in North Lanarkshire which will have to be assessed at an average cost of €4000 
per assessment and 52 Railtrack structures at an average cost of €10,000 each, resulting in a cost 
of €1,572,000. Assuming a failure rate of 25%, taken from the Strathclyde Regional Council TPP 
Plan, 80 bridges will have to be strengthened by 01/01/99 to comply with the EC Directive at an 
average cost of €100,000 each giving a total of €8,000,000 (Railtrack are not legally bound to 
strengthen road canying bridges beyond a load capacity of 24 tonnes). No agreement has yet 
been reached regarding the assessment of British Rail Property Board structures but an 
agreement similar to the Railtrack agreement is under discussion with the County Surveyors' 
Society. 

5 .  Of the 60 bridges assessed to date, 15 have been found to be incapable of canying 40 tonne 
loading. Of these, 2 have been strengthened (AS9 Ford Bridge and A89 Fountain Bridge) and 2 
are being strengthened (Toryglen Bridge and C82 Ford Bridge). Two have width restrictions in 
operation and the remainder are being monitored with a view to  being strengthened. Two bridges 



which have failed by a large margin are A725 Whifflet Viaduct, Coatbridge and A803 Inns 
Bridge, Kilsyth. These bridges should be weight restricted but because of their location and 
strategic importance this is not a feasible option and monitoring is underway. 

Recommendations 

6. It is recommended to the Committee that h n d s  are provided from the Capital allocation to permit 
compliance with the EC Directive with regard to bridge assessment. For bridge assessment 
€898,285 will be required for 1997/98 and 2673,715 will be required for 1998/99. 

7 .  The Committee is asked to  note that it will not be possible for the Council to meet the deadline of 
01/01/99 for bridge strengthening given the extent of the programme and the tight timescale 
involved. It may instead be necessary to implement a programme of weight restrictions. 

Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Contact for further information:- Alex McAuley (01 236 616259) 


