
AGENDA ITEM No. ......... (2.2 
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMllTEE OF 26 FEBRUARY 1997 

PROPOSED COMBINED CYCLE GAS TURBINE (CCGT) GENERATING STATION, GARTCOSH 
- PUBLIC LOCAL INQUIRY 

22. Under reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of meeting of the Planning and Development 
Committee held on 21 August, 1996 in so far as it related to the proposed combined cycle gas 
turbine generating station at Gartcosh, there was submitted a report dated 12 February, 1997 
by the Director of Planning and Development outlining the timetable and anticipated costs 
connected with the Public Local Inquiry into the proposal. 

Decided: 

( 1  ) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: Proposed Combined Cycle 
Gas Turbine (CCGT) Generating 
Station, Gartcosh. 

Public Local Inquiry 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 12th. February 1997 Ref: C27lSUJK 

2.0 

3.0 

The purpose of this report is to appraise members of the timetable and anticipated costs of the Public 
Local Inquiry into the proposal by Powergen PLC to build a Combined Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) 
Power Station at Gartcosh. 

BACKGROUND 

In August 1996 the Committee considered the above proposal and approved a number of 
recommendations including a formal objection to the proposed CCGT Power Station. 

In February 1997, the Committee considered additional information relating to the proposal and agreed 
to forward a hrther objection to the Secretary of State. 

Following the Council’s initial submission in August 1996, the Secretary of State decided that a Public 
Inquiry should be held. 

THE INQUIRY 

The Secretary of State has appointed Mr. David Gordon, Principal Reporter, to conduct the Inquiry and 
report to him. 

Powergen plc will be represented by Mr. Roy Martin QC and Mr. Robert McCreache, Advocate. 

North Lanarkshire Council will be represented by Mrs. Fiona Reith QC., with expert witnesses from 
and appointed by the Planning and Development Department, and from the Environmental Services 
Department. 

There are a number of other parties participating in the Inquiry identified in the Appendix. 

Timetable4 
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3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

TimetabIe 

The Inquiry will start on Tuesday 15th. April 1997 and will continue until Wednesday 30th. April 
1997. It will re-commence on 27th. May until 1 lth. July 1997, and if necessary re-commence again on 
12th. August 1997. 

Generally, it will sit on Tuesdays to Fridays. 

- Venue 

The Inquiry will be held in the New Town Hall, Cumbemuld. 

7 costs 

The Public Inquiry will result in sigdicant costs to the Council, mainly comprising fees for North 
Lanarkshire Council’s appointed QC, fees for consultants which have been appointed by the Director of 
Planning and Development under powers delegated by the Committee, to assist the Council in its case, 
and expenses. 

There is no specific provision in the current Planning and Development budget to cover such costs, the 
Inquiry not having been anticipated when budgets were set. 

Costs are difficult to estimate at this stage, as fees in particular will depend on the amount of time that 
consultar~ts Will be required to spend on preparation. However, as an indication, total fees are likely to 
be in excess of f150,OOO with associated expenses, and in addition, there wil l  be considerable 
administration costs, mainly for copying of documentation, and it is anticipated that this may amount to 
several thousand pounds. If the Inquiry is re-commenced in August, obviously all of these costs will 
increase. 

A proportion for the fees will be for work in preparation for the Inquiry and it is estimated that 
approximately €55,000 could be paid in the current financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee notes the contents of this report and refers it for the consideration of the 
Policy and Resources Committee. 

Director of Planninq & Develooment 

Any person Wishing further information on the above should contact Shirley Linton (Tel: 01236-722131) 
extension 2206. 



APPENDIX 

Parties to Inauiry 

Scottish Power plc 

The Scottish Coal Company 

Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 

STUC 

East Lothian council 

Midlothian CounciYCoalfield Communities Campaign 

South Lanarkshire Council 

Moodiesburn Community Council 

People Power 

Nearby residents 

Forth Premium Unit 

Georgian Hotel, Coatbridge 

Mr. Tom Clarke MP has stated that he wishes to participate in the Inquiry. A number of other parties have 
enquired about arrangements for the Inquiry, and some of them may wish to participate in it. 


