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The Committee of the 
Regions: prepuring for the 
second term 
25 - 26 March 1997 
Seminar organisers: 

Randall Smith and Kevin Doogan 
School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol 

In association with the Local Government International Bureau 

Key speakers include: 

Albert Bore, UK Member, Committee of the Regions (to be confirmed) 

Josep Catlla, Cabinet of President Maragall, Committee of the Regions 

Peter Cocks, UK Alternate Member, Committee of the Regions 

Jos Gallacher, Assistant Director, Local Government International Bureau 

Arlene McCorthy, MEP 
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Context 
In March 1997, the Committee of the Regions will have reached the end of the third year of 

its first four-year term. The early years have proved quite turbulent, partly because of the 
clash of very different political cultures and partly because of dissatisfaction among the staff 
serving this new body. Nevertheless, a large number of considered opinions have been 
reached and there is broad agreement that the views of the Committee have not been 
ignored in the policy process. The time has come, not  least in the context of the deliberations 
of the Intergovernmental Conference, t o  reflect on how the Committee of the Regions 
might develop in its second four-year term. 

Aims and objectives 
This seminar on the Committee of the Regions aims to: 

reflect on the main lessons from the early years of i t s  existence 

0 put the UK approach to  the business of the Committee in a broader European 
context 

tackle the difficult issue of how regions should be represented 

address the tension between national and political groupings 

0 comment on the intricacies of the relationship between the Committee and the 
European Parliament 

Who is the seminar for? 
This event is of central interest t o  all elected members in the UK local government system 
who take an interest in the role of sub-national government at the European level. It is also 
of immediate relevance to  those who advise local politicians on these issues and to  academics 
engaged in understanding the development of multi-level governance in the European Union. 

How will the seminar be structured? 
The seminar will comprise presentations by invited speakers and provides broad opportunities 
for plenary discussion on the issues raised. 

Seminar content 
Registration will take place a t  I2.30pm on Tuesday, 25 March, and the f i r s t  session will be 
held immediately after lunch (which is provided for participants). The seminar will close 
after lunch on Wednesday, 26 March. The individual sessions have been organised as follows: 

DAY I 

2.OOpm - 3.45pm 
The main lessons from the early years 
(Albert Bore and Peter Cocks) 

4.15pm - 5.45pm 
A mainland Europe perspective on the British approach t o  COR business 
Uosep C d a )  



7.30pm - 9.00pm 
How should regions be represented? 
(Speoker - to be confirmed) 

DAY 2 

9.00am - I0.30am 
National versus political groupings 
00s Gollocher) 

I I .OOam - I2.30pm 
Relations between the Committee of the Regions and the European Parliament 
(Arlene hlcCorthy) 

Course organisers 
Randall Smith, Reader in Policy Studies at SPS, has been responsible for the series of 
SAUS/SPS seminars and workshops on the local implications of European Community policies, 
procedures and practices, which started in 1978. Nearly one hundred events have been 
held in Bristol o r  London and have been organised in association with the Local Government 
International Bureau. He also chairs a local European network in the West of England and 
was the initiator of a major Festival of Europe in the former County of Avon in 1992. 

Kevin Doogan, Lecturer in Employment Policy at the School for Policy Studies, has extensive 
experience of labour market research and was commissioned by the Economic and Social 
Research Council t o  study local governance and labour market fragmentation. Other 
specialisms are the labour market policy implications of European integration and employers' 
training and recruitment strategies. 

Booking details 
For further details on seminar content, please contact Randall Smith o r  Kevin Doogan a t  the 
School for Policy Studies' Rodney Lodge address. The seminar fee is f245,which also includes 
all meals and accommodation. Please send in your booking to  Fran Boyd, Course Co- 
ordinator, also based at Rodney Lodge, who is dealing with administrative matters. The 
direct telephone number for booking enquiries is 0 I I 7  946 6984. 

Creche facilities can be arranged but cannot be guaranteed if applications are received less 
than eight weeks before the required date. The School offers a warm welcome to  all disabled 
visitors; please feel free t o  contact us in advance with your requirements and everything that 
is possible will be done t o  meet your needs. 

All information is  correct at time of going t o  press (January 1997) 
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