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Dear SiriMadam, 
The Governance of Scotland project: 
A series of major seminars preparing for a Scottish Parliament 
I am writing with details of a series of major seminars which will take place over the next few 
months. 
These seminars will present the draft reports of the Policy Commissions set up by the 
‘Governance of Scotland‘ project, which has been organised by the John Wheatley Centre with 
the support of the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust. These Commissions, consisting of experts 
drawn from a wide cross-section of Scottish life, have been looking at the policy options which 
will be open to a Scottish Parliament. 
The work undertaken by the ‘Governance of Scotland’ project is probably the most 
comprehensive examination of the practical implications of the establishment of a Scottish 
Parliament that there has ever been. Some of the proposals put forward by the Commissions will 
be controversial. but the reports produced by the project will undoubtedly attract major attention 
when they are launched. The series of seminars as you will see, is being organised jointly by the 
John Wheatley Centre and the University of Edinburgh Centre for Continuing Education, and 
is sponsored by ‘The Scotsman’. 
I would like to draw your particular attention to the first of the seminars in the series, which 
will present the interim conclusions of the Policy Cornmissinn !oc?Ekg st !!?e fit$z.:re c-f Quangcx 
ur,der a Scottish Par!kment. The Co,nmission will be making wide ranging recommendations 
which will be of major relevance to quangos, local authorities, central government, voluntarq 
organisations and many other bodies, and I believe that you will find this seminar to be of 
particular interest. 
As the work of the project is relevant to many areas of your organisation‘s activity, I hope you 
will be able to be represented at some or all of the seminars. At this stage. the reports produced 
by the various Commissions are in draft form, and one of the purposes of the series of seminars is 
to consult with interested organisations before the final reports are produced. We do hope that 
you will take this opportunity to be involved in this process of consultation. 
Further details of the seminar programme are given in the enclosed brochure. As you will see, all 
seminars will take place at the University of Edinburgh Training & Conference Centre, 
commencing at 9.30am and finishing at approximately 1.15pm followed by a buffet lunch. 
There are a limited number of places available at the seminar and I would advise that you register 
as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
If you require any further information or additional copies of the brochure, please contact Craig 
Robertson, Conference & Research Officer at the John Wheatley Centre. 
Yours sincerely 

?, FEB 9‘ 

J .  . Richard Norris 
Chief Executive 

A not-for-profit company limited by guarantee. Registered in Scotland No.: 123923,VAT No,: 592 981 6 84. 
Board of Directors: 

Alice Brown, Gordon Dalyell, George Foulkes MY Mark Lazarowicz, David Millar OBE, Anne McGuire, Rosemary McKenna, 
Henry McLeish MFI David Martin ME!? Kenneth Munro, Paul Robertson, Matt Smith. 

http://www.TheTron.org.uk


W O R K I N G  P A P E R S  S E M I N A R  S E R I E S  

What policy choices will be open to a new Scottish Parliament? 

What will be the new Parliament's priorities? 

?hat impact could a new Scoftish Parliament have in your area of work? 

For the last year, the John Wheatley Centre% 

Governance of Scotland Project Policy 

Commissions have been investigating the 

priorifies for a ScoWsh Parliament. 

This series of seminars will examine the findings of the Policy 

Commissions, composed of leading figures in Scottish public life. 

Scotland's political parties will soon be moving beyond the debate 

about setting up a Parliament to developing policy, and informed 

opinion needs to make its voice heard. 

These seminars are the final stage in a process of deliberation and 

consultation prior to the publication 

of the Commission Reports. This is a unique opportunity to 

participate in the debate and shape the policy agenda for Scotland's 

new Parliamentarians. 

The format of the seminars will follow a common pattern of 

presentation of the group's findings followed by ample time for 

discussion and critical analysis. 

Delegates will receive a copy of the report or a summary of the 

main points prior to the seminar to allow for preparation. 

Quangos 

The media 

The environment 

Economic policies 

Links with the EU 

Equal opportunities 

Education & training 

Law and legal reform 

Who should attend these seminars:- 
Local authority professionals and Councillors; 

Directors and employees of public sector bodies; 
educators & training officers; pressure groups & 

lobbyists; lawyers; economists; the Scottish 
media; European officers in colleges & local 
government; equal opportunity & personnel 

officers; economic development officers; 
charities & the voluntary sector; 

the Scottish business community. 

The Governance of Scotland Project is a John 
Wheatley Centre initiative sponsored by the 
Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust and UNISON. 



SCOTS LAW & THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT Law & Legal Reform in Scotland 11 April 1997 

The establishment of  a Scottish Parliament will mean that, for the first t ime in 300 years, the Scottish legal system will 

This Commission's wide-ranging examination suggests new approaches in areas such as the operation of the legal aid 
have its own legislature. 

system, training for lawyers and judges, demystifying the legal system, the likely impact of a Ministry of Justice, the role of 
the Lord Advocate, a Scottish Constitutional Court, and judicial appointments. It also makes recommendations for the 
Scottish Prisons Service and the Police. 

In recent years, controversy about the Scottish Legal system has often hi t  the headlines. The initial findings of this 
group are sure to provoke further, well-informed discussion. 
Speaker details and further information on the seminar wil l  be available from the John Wheatley Centre. 

BUILDING ECONOMIC SUCCESS Economic Policy Options for a Scottish Parliament 23 May 1997 

The Scottish economy wi l l  be at  the top of the new Parliament's list of priorities. 
What powers wil l  a new Scottish Parliament have to tackle Scotland's economic problems and how will i t  use these 

This seminar wi l l  highlight a number of areas for consideration including the idea of 'stakeholding: utilising European 
powers?. 

funding, publiclprivate partnerships, the economic role of local authorities, and more generally, the implications of 
additional economic powers for a Scottish Parliament. 

Speaker details and further information on the seminar wi l l  be available from the John Wheatley Centre. 

SCOTLAND'S PLACE IN EUROPE The EU and a Scottish Parliament 6 Iune 1997 

The impact of a Scottish Parliament wi l l  reach further than Scotland itself. Much of the debate around a Scottish 
Parliament centres on its relationship with Westminster. In the long term its relationship with Brussels may prove just  as 
important. 

As well as examining the possible impact of the current IGC, this Commission also investigates what say a Scottish 
Parliament might have in EU affairs, and relations between the Parliament, Scottish local government, and the EU. In 
looking at these areas the group wil l  examine practice from other EU member states. 

of the European Union and its relations with the regions and historic nations of Europe. 
The draft report from this Commission wil l  be a useful and timely addition to the ongoing debate about the future shape 

Speaker details and further information on the seminar wil l  be available from the John Wheatley Centre. 

THE MEDIA AND A SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT A Discussion Seminar 27lune 1997 

A Scottish Parliament would be in charge of regulating the Scottish media, and the media in turn would be critically 
scrutinising the work of the Parliament. How would this work in practice? 

Specific questions to be addressed include: How would a Scottish Parliament regulate the media? Would the media 
welcome regulation closer to home? What is the future for the BBC in Scotland? What should be the regulatory balance 
between Scotland and the whole of the UK? Should there be a Scottish Freedom of Information Act? What  about the 
'lobby system'? Would the Scottish Government's media briefings be on or off  the record? 

Speaker details and further information on the seminar wi l l  be available from the John Wheatley Centre. 

--&&&&+ 
T H E  SCOTSM..iN 



QUANGOS AND A SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 28 February 1997 

The proliferation and extension of the powers of Quangos in Scotland is already a topic of fierce public debate. Are 
quangos doing a good job  - or do they need to be made more accountable? How should a Scottish Parliament regulate their 
work? This Commission has already attracted widespread media interest and the init ial  findings are certain to stirnulate 
further publ ic debate. 

Seminar speakers include: Cllr. Jean McFadden CBE, Lecturer in Law, Strathclyde University and former Leader, Glasgow 
District Council; Mark Lazarowicz, former Leader, Edinburgh City Council; Matt Smith, Scottish Secretary, UNISON; 
Paolo Vestri, Director, Scottish Local Government Information Unit. 

WORKING FOR SUSTAINABILITY The Environmental Agenda for Scotland 14 March 1997 

The Scottish Parliament wil l  have the opportunity to adopt radical and progressive environmental policy in areas such as 
land use and ownership; transport policy; forestry; company law; energy policy and conservation; and water and marine 
issues. Wi l l  the Parliament develop a new form of government which leads to an integrated approach to environmental 
policy? Such an approach could allow much wider participation in the decision-making process and create an 
environmental agenda for Scotland which is planned, integrated and enjoys broad support amongst the Scottish people. 

the Scottish Parliament i f  i t  were to adopt a radical and progressive environmental policy based on the principle of 
sustainability. 

Canon Kenyon Wright, Director, Kairos Centre for a Sustainable Society; Steve Sankey, Head of Policy & Advisory RSPB 
Scotland; Andrew Raven, The John Muir  Trust. 

The draft paper from this Commission highlights the key themes and key policy initiatives that should be considered by 

Seminar speakers include: Sarah Boyack, Lecturer, School of Planning & Housing, Edinburgh College of Art; 

A PLACE FOR LEARNING Education & Training under a Scottish Parliament 21 March 1997 

The Scottish Parliament will have responsibility for Education a t  all levels. I t  wi l l  also have a key role in the provision of 

What  should a Scottish Parliament a im to achieve over a ten year period and how can progress be evaluated? A range of 
Training, including youth and adult training, and special needs training. 

key questions face the new Scottish Parliament e.g. the balance between init ial  and continuing education, public and 
private sectors, formallinformal learning and the allocation of education resources. I t  also examines the relationship 
between education and the workplace, the role and status of educators and how to make education more accountable. 

The Commission’s findings are likely to stimulate a wide-ranging debate on the future of  Scottish education. 
Seminar speakers include: Professor Tom Schuller, Director, Centre for Continuing Education, University of Edinburgh; 

Professor Lindsay Paterson, Moray House Institute, Heriot Watt  University; /an McKay, Assistant Secretary, Educational 
Institute for Scotland; Lesley Sutherland, Education & Research Officer, Transport & General Workers Union. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL! Equal Opportunities in Scotland 27 March 1997 

Ensuring equality of opportunity for a l l  wi l l  be a key aspect of the new Parliament’s work. As well as investigating the 
future role of the statutory bodies working i n  this field, the commission also suggests establishing an internal body to 
ensure equal opportunities in the new Parliament. Consideration is also given to employment practices, the relationship 
with existing and future EU legislation, and more general access and participation issues. 

Seminar speakers include: Dr. Alice Brown, Head of Politics Department, University of Edinburgh; Esther Breitenbach, 
Research Fellow, ECS WR, University of  Edinburgh; Linda Gray, Director, SEAD; Morag Alexander, Director, Equal 
Opportunities Commission; Moira Craig, Convenor, Campaign for a Scottish Parliament; Muriel Robison, Legal Development 
Officer, Equal Opportunities Cornmission. 
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About the John Wheatley Centre 
Se! up in 1990 as a forum for discussion and research on key current Scottish policy 
ssues. the Centre has since organised conferences, seminars. and study tours and has 
wblished a wide range of research papers It i s  now firmly established as Scotland's 
eading public policy think tank The Centre i s  independent of any political party or 
?articular viewpoinf and has brought together leading figures from all Scotland's political 
73rties 3s #ell JS people of no political affiliation. to participate in its activities 

1 1s established 3s a not-for-profit company and i s  funded primarily by its members and 
' i d  inconie it jenerates from its activities Support for particular projects has in the past 
teen made available from a number of sources including the European Commission, the 
aseph Roivntree Reform Trust and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation 

'le3se tick here i f  you would like to be kept informed of John Wheatley Centre activities 
r would like defails of how to join the Centre. cl 

About the Centre for Continuing Education 
The University of Edinburgh's Centre for Continuing Education is one of the main points of 
interface between the University and the community a t  large - local, national and 
international. CCE provides courses lasting from half a day to two years, in a wide variety 
of subjects. for both individuals and organisations. 

Annual enrolments total around 11,000. There are no entrance requirements and most 
of the CCE s course are taken for reasons of interest and personal enrichment. CCE's 
expanding Open Minds scheme involves local employers in supporting their staff On a 
wide range of courses. 

An increasing proportion of CCE's programme carry university credit. 

Please tick here if you would,lihe further information on the University of Edinburgh's 
Centre for Continuing Education: cl 


