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POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP - 2 April 1997 

Motherwell, 2 April 1997 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP 

PRESENT 

Councillor Scott, Chair, Councillors Curran, Gray, H. McGuigan and Provost Mathieson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Scott (Chair) presided. 

IN A-TTENDANCE 

The Principal Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) and European Co-ordination Officer. 

WEST OF SCOTLAND OBJECTIVE 2 PROGRAMME 1997/99 

1. There was submitted a report dated 18 March 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) advising on the 
progress made in connection with the finalisation of the Single Programming Document in respect 
of Objective 2 funding in the West of Scotland for the period 1 January 1997 to 31 December 
1999; (2) summarising the purpose of the new Single Programming Document; (3) detailing the 
proposed priorities for action and financial allocations, and (4) outlining the main changes for the 
1997/1999 Programming Period. 

Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) summarise the key points of the report, the 
Working Group noted the contents of the report, the developments to date in relation to the West 
of Scotland Objective 2 Programme and that the Chief Executive‘s Department, in liaison with 
other Council Departments as necessary, would progress the Council‘s involvement with regard to 
further negotiations on the Programme and provide the Working Group, as appropriate, with 
further progress reports. 

EUROPEAN NETWORKING ACTIVITY - UPDATE 

2. There was submitted a report dated 20 March 1997 by the Chief Executive (1 ) detailing various 
European Networking activities being undertaken by the Authority in terms of the West of Scotland 
European Consortium, Reti, CASTer, COSIA and the Committee of the Regions; (2) intimating that 
the Council engages with the EU at a local, regional, national and pan european level, and (3) 
advising (a) that a report by CERRM Consultancy, commissioned by CASTer, had been produced 
and would be used as a basis to promote the case of the steel regions in relation to continued 
funding, and (b) that the section in that report on the West of Scotland would be included in a 
report by CASTer and used for lobbying in the Structural Fund review. 

Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) summarise the key points of the report and 
speak on the Ouverture Programme, the Working Group agreed to note the contents of the report. 
It was further noted that Councillor H. McGuigan would visit Brussels on 17 April 1997 during 
which he would discuss matters considered by the Working Group. 
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REVIEW OF STRUCTURAL FUNDS POST 1999 

3. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Note of the meeting of this Working Group held on 
1 1  February 1997 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 March 1997 by the Chief 
Executive (1) referring to the review of the Structural Funds, currently being undertaken by the 
European Commission; (2) advising that the Structural Funds provided a significant source of 
financial support for (a) economic regeneration and employment creation within the North 
Lanarkshire area, and (b) the activities of other relevant organisations with whom the Council 
worked such as COSLA, the West of Scotland European Consortium, Reti and CASTer, and (3) 
detailing a draft policy statement for North Lanarkshire Council in relation to the review 

After discussion, the Working Group agreed that the contents of the report and recommendations 
contained therein be noted. 

It was further agreed that the draft policy statement as undernoted be recommended to the Policy 
and Resources Committee for approval and that in the meantime the draft policy statement and 
supporting background information be circulated to relevant organisations including COSLA, the 
West of Scotland European Consortium, local members of the European Parliament, Scotland 
Europa and Reti for information to provide a basis for the briefing of appropriate organisations at 
local, regional, national and pan European levels. 

North Lanarkshire Council Draft Policy Statement 

"North Lanarkshire Council believes that:- 

0 Structural Fund programmes within the current Policy Objectives should be retained. 

A long term view requires to be taken by the European Commission on the definition of 
eligible areas (criteria should include employment change as well as unemployment). 

0 Funding to areas currently receiving Structural Fund support should, in any event, continue 
over a transitional period. 

0 Areas to be eligible for Structural Fund support should be defined at regional level 
corresponding to established travel to work patterns and that the principle of concentration 
should be applied where appropriate within regional programmes as determined by local 
partners. 

0 All future mainstream Structural Fund programmes should cover the full period allowed for 
in the next budgetary framework. 

0 A key component of the new programmes should be the continued use of partnerships to 
allow the local design and delivery of programmes within broad guidelines, including 
proportionate allocations of funding to  the various measures of a programme and 
determination of eligible activity. 

0 Funds focused on EU wide priorities such as Objective 3 (for combating long term 
unemployment and social exclusion) should be managed within the framework of regional 
partnerships as being the most effective mechanism for their delivery. 

0 Community Initiatives should remain a part of the future Structural Fund framework but 
should be increasingly focused on regions/themes subject to economic shocks not foreseen 
when mainstream programmes ore redefined. 
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0 Community Initiatives should be managed and administered at regional partnership level 
to allow better integration and be used as a means of innovation, transfer of best practice 
and transnational co-operation. They could form part of a transitional arrangement for 
phasing out funding to areas currently eligible for mainstream funding. 

0 The Structural Funds should continue to support pilot and innovative projects and 
networks." 
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