
A a E N p A l T E M N a A  
POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP - 27 June 1997 

Motherwell, 27 June 1997 at 3 pm. 

A Meeting of the POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP 

PRESENT 

Councillor Scott, Chair, Councillors Gray, Lyle, McCabe, H. McGuigan and Provost Mathieson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Scott (Chair) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Principal Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) and European Co-ordination Officer. 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF WEST OF SCOTLAND EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM 

1. There were submitted the Minute of the meeting and the Minute of the special meeting of the 
West of Scotland European Consortium held on 16 April 1997 and 4 June 1997 respectively. 

The Working Group agreed that the terms of the Minutes be noted. 

WEST OF SCOTLAND EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM AND RETl ACTIVITY 

2. The Working Group heard Councillor H. McGuigan outline the current activities of the West of 
Scotland European Consortium, of which he was Chair, and also those of Reti (European Regions 
of Industrial Technology). He referred to the review of the Structural Funds, commented on the 
involvement of the West of Scotland European Consortium and proposed that dialogue should be 
established between various other interested parties in Scotland, including the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities, Members of the European Parliament, Grampian Enterprise, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and East of Scotland European Consortium. Councillor H. McGuigan also 
referred to Councillor McCabe’s proposed attendance at the inaugural General Assembly of the 
Alliance for Regional Aid to be held on 10 July 1997. 

The Working Group noted the position in relation to the activities of the West of Scotland 
Consortium and Reti. 

COMMllTEE OF THE REGIONS ACTIVITY 

3. Councillor Gray tabled copies of publications entitled (1) Introducing the Committee of the 
Regions; (2) Major Steps Towards a Europe of the Regions and Cities of an Integrated Continent, 
and (3) The Impact of Opinions, detailing the background, composition and activities of the 
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Committee of the Regions. Councillor Gray also gave details of the Committee's activities in 
relation to the review of European Structural Funds and the type of assistance which could be 
provided to ensure that Structural funding was available where most needed. 

The Working Group noted the position in relation to the activities of the Committee of the Regions. 

The Working Group agreed to vary the order of business as hereinafter minuted. 

EUROPEAN FUNDED PROJECTS - PROGRESS 

4. There was submitted a report dated 16 June 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) giving details of the 
present position regarding European funded projects (a) where the Council as lead authority, had 
obtained grant awards for projects currently running worth €4,288,208 from the European Union 
for projects worth €1 2,197,547 and from which North Lanarkshire would benefit from €2,066,405 
of grant, and (b) where the Council was not the lead authority and would benefit from grant of 
€437,716; (2) listing projects seeking grant of €2,472,076 on which no decision had yet been 
taken; (3) indicating that applications were currently being prepared for the next round of funding 
available through various Programmes; (4) giving an analysis of the grant totalling €2,225,085 
inherited from predecessor authorities and advising that this Council had obtained grant of 
€ 1  76,697 and that applications totalling €2,574,415 were still awaiting approval, and (5) advising 
that mechanisms and processes were being put in place to ensure the maximisation of all 
European funding opportunities. 

Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy), the Working Group agreed that the current 
position of North Lanarkshire Council regarding the attraction of European funding be noted and 
that regular update reports on European funded projects be submitted to future meetings of the 
European Working Group. The contents of the report were otherwise noted. 

Thereafter, arising from consideration of the foregoing, Councillor Scott sought details of the 
current position regarding the Gartcosh Regeneration Strategy. 

Councillor H. McGuigan advised that it was anticipated the Gartcosh site would be the next 
development site and intimated that the acquisition of Challenge Funding would be of great 
assistance. 

The Working Group noted the position. 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS - FORWARD PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITY AND ISSUES ARISING 

5 .  There was submitted a report dated 9 June 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) enclosing a forward 
programme relating to the Council's European activity, including details of events, meetings and 
funding application deadlines; (2) giving details of the Council's involvement with CASTer 
(Conference and Association of Steel Territories); (3) seeking consideration of the Council's 
commitment to Steering Group and Management Group meetings; (4) referring to proposed 
briefings for Members regarding European Affairs and suggesting that these be held at times 
relating to future key meetings, and (5) proposing that an update of the forward programme be 
submitted to the Working Group on a regular basis. 
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The Working Group heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) report that the activity of CASTer 
had recently increased and that the Group's views were sought on whether or not the Council 
should maintain full involvement with CASTer Steering Group and Management Group Meetings. 

The Working Group agreed that activity in relation to CASTer be maintained in full. It was further 
agreed (a) that the contents of the report and forward programme be noted, in particular the 
proposed submission to the Policy and Resources Committee of details and cost implications of 
continued engagement with CASTer, and (b) that regular updates be submitted to future meetings 
of the European Working Group. 

STRUCTURAL FUNDS REVIEW - UPDATE 

6. There was submitted a report dated 13 June 1997 by the Chief Executive (1 ) giving details of the 
Council's activities in relation to the review of the Structural Funds; (2) advising that the Council 
currently had access to two Structural Funds (a) European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), 
and (b) European Social Fund (ESF) and that the current Structural Fund programme would close 
on 31 December, 1999; (3) giving details of the Council's progress to date in maximising its 
influence through the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, the West of Scotland Consortium, 
Scotland Europa, Reti (European Regions of Industrial Technology), the Alliance for Regional Aid 
and CASTer; (4) advising of matters discussed at the Cohesion Forum, comprising local authorities, 
Member States and European Institutions, which had taken place in Brussels from 28 to 30 April, 
1997, and (5) intimating that the proposed budget for the revised Structural Funds, known as the 
Santer 1 Package, was due to be produced during July 1997 for consideration by Member States. 

Having heard the European Co-Ordination Officer, the Working Group agreed that the Council 
should continue to work closely with and attend meetings and conferences of its various networks, 
as necessary, in order to maintain its influence on the debate on the review of the Structural Funds. 
The Working Group otherwise noted the contents of the report and the progress to date in relation 
to the Structural Funds review. 

BRIEFINGS FOR ELECTED MEMBERS ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

7. There was submitted a report dated 17 June 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) recommending that 
a series of informative briefings be arranged for Members regarding European Affairs; (2) 
suggesting that the topics to be covered include (a) European Funding Opportunities and Issues 
for North Lanarkshire; (b) Key European Issues for North Lanarkshire; (c) North Lanarkshire 
Council and its Networking Activities, and (d) The Main European Union Institutions and Decision 
Making Procedures; (3) detailing proposals for delivery of the briefings, and (4) proposing that the 
briefings be held prior to meetings of the Working Group. 

Having heard the European Co-ordination Officer, the Working Group agreed that briefings on the 
topics suggested be arranged with the first briefing to be held on 16 September 1997 prior to the 
next meeting of the European Working Group and otherwise noted the contents of the report. 

The Chair being of the view that the following item of business was of an urgent nature authorised its 
considerah'on to enable the item to be progressed timeously. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES OF BULGARIA 

8. There was submitted a letter dated 21 April 1997 from the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of Europe, appealing on behalf of the National Association of Municipalities of Bulgaria 
for urgent humanitarian and material aid and enclosing details of requirements. 

Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) advise that the legal position regarding the 
provision of humanitarian aid was being investigated, the Working Group agreed to continue 
consideration of the matter for a further report. 
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