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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
(TRANSPORT AND DEVELOPMENT) SUB-COMMITTEE OF 6 AUGUST 1997 

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEASURES - RECOVERY OF COSTS 

3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 August 1997 by the Director of Planning and 
Development on costs incurred by the Planning and Development Department in association with 
the promotion of events on the public road network and recommending the adoption of a formal 
policy to recover the costs from developers and contractors for the implementation of Temporary 
Traffic Management Measures associated with works on the public road and footway networks. 

Decided: 

( 1 )  that a policy for the recovery of costs from developers and contractors for the 
implementation of Temporary Traff ic Management Measures associated with works on the 
public and footway networks be adopted; 

(2) that the need, where streets are closed and Temporary Traffic Management Measures are 
introduced to facilitate public events and street processions, for a mechanism to be put in 
place to ensure that the costs to the Council are recognised and an appropriate provision 
made in the budget of the relevant Department/Committee be noted; 

(3) that in relation to public processions, cognisance be taken of the rights of local residents, 
and 

(4) that the matter be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 
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From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Purpose of Report 

1. In recent weeks, the Planning and Development Department has incurred significant costs 
associated with the promotion of events on the public road network. Recommendations are made 
regarding the recovery of costs where appropriate. 

Background 

2. 

3. 

4. 

As local roads authority, the Council has the powers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, to restrict or prohibit temporarily the use of a road or any part of a road by 
any class of vehicle or by pedestrians to allow for the execution of works or to avoid the 
likelihood of danger to the public. These powers are typically exercised to facilitate roadworks by 
the Council, railway level crossing works or major works by one of the utility companies (to allow 
the construction of a new sewer for example). Similar powers are conferred by Section 62 of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 to cater for situations not described above, generally public events of a 
recreational nature such as gala days or street fairs. 

The promotion of the statutory procedures and notices is carried out by the Planning and 
Development Department in conjunction with the Department of Administration and the cost of 
this has hitherto been borne as part of the general overheads of these Departments. Temporary 
road closures, one-way streets, etc however also require to be signposted and barricaded and the 
promoter of the disruption would be expected to bear this cost. The work of signposting, etc could 
also be carried out by the Planning and Development Department on behalf of the developer. In 
this case, it was the policy of the former roads authority to recover these costs from the developer. 

As indicated above, streets may also be closed temporarily for public events and a recent major 
street procession has raised another instance where a temporary traffic regulation order was 
considered appropriate. The procedure for dealing with applications for processions was approved 
by the General Purposes Committee at meetings on 6 March and 16 October 1996. This allows for 
consultation with the Chief Constable and with the local members. There is no provision for 
consultation with other Departments of the Council. When consulted, however, the Chief 
constable immediately consults with the Planning and Development Department because of the 
responsibility of this Department for traffic management and the management of the public road 
network. The views of the Department are therefore relayed indirectly to the General Purposes 
(Public Processions) Sub-Committee. 
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5 .  Street processions cause significant disruptions of traffic but because these events are normally of 
relatively short duration, this disruption is accepted as unavoidable and police officers are 
deployed to direct traffic as necessary. The recent Orange Lodge procession in Bellshill on 12 July 
1997 was however on a different scale and traffic movements in and around the town were 
disrupted over a substantial part of the day. With this in mind, it was considered appropriate by 
the Chief Constable in consultation with this Department, that the promotion of a Temporary 
Traffic Order would help to offset the disruption and keep the demands on Police resources within 
manageable levels. 

6. Signing of the road closures and alternative diversion routes was extensive. The signs had to be 
designed, manufactured, erected, covered (pending the event), uncovered and then covered again 
before final removal. This work was carried out by the Department of Construction Services on 
behalf of Planning and Development. Final accounts have still to be received but the cost to the 
Planning and Development budget is likely to be in the order of E15,OOO. Meanwhile the Chief 
Constable has asked that the signs be re-used for a similar (though smaller) event in Bellshill on 9 
August 1997. This will have a further cost for alteration of dates and times on the relevant signs. It 
is therefore important to note that the decisions of the General Purposes (Public Processions) Sub 
Committee can have financial implications for the interests of the Planning and Development 
Committee. 

Recommendations 

7. Committee is asked to:- 

(a) adopt as a formal policy, the recovery of costs from developers and contractors for the 
implementation of temporary traffic management measures associated with works on the 
public road and footway networks 

(b) note that where streets are closed and temporary traffic management measures are 
introduced to facilitate public events and street processions, a mechanism needs to be put 
in place to ensure that the costs to the Council are recognised and appropriate provision 
made in the budget of the relevant Committee 

(c) refer the matter to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

For further information please contact Grahame Lawson on 01236 61202 
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