
AGENDA f E M  No. .... 3[-4 
NOTE OF MEETING OF M E  POLICY AND RESOURCES EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP 

Motherwell, 16 September 1997 at 1 1.30 am 

PRESENT 

Councillor Scott, Chair, Councillors Lyle, McCabe, H. McGuigan, Mathieson and Shaw. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Scott (Chair) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Core Services Officer, Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) and European Co-ordination Officer. 

APOLOGY 

Councillor Curran. 

MINUTE OF MEmNG OF WEST OF SCOTLAND EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM 

1 .  There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the West of Scotland European Consortium held 
on 1 1  August 1997. 

The Working Group agreed that the terms of the Minute be noted. 

REVIEW OF STRUCTURAL FUNDS - UPDATE 

2. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of this meeting held on 27 June 1997, there was 
submitted a report dated 14 August 1997 by the Chief Executive ( 1  ) outlining the events in relation 
to the review of the Structural Funds as part of ‘Agenda 2000’; (2) detailing a revised policy 
position statement of the Council on the Structural Funds, and (3) recommending that the revised 
policy statement be widely circulated and used as a means of briefing appropriate organisations 
and individuals at local, regional, national and pan European levels. 

After discussion and having heard the European Co-ordination Officer, the Working Group agreed 
that ( 1 )  the contents of the report and recent events in relation to the review of the Structural 
Funds be noted; (2) that the revised policy position statement of the Council on the review of the 
Structural Funds as undernoted be recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee for 
approval; (3) that in the meantime the policy statement be widely circulated and used as a means 
of briefing appropriate organisations and individuals at local, regional, national and pan European 
levels; (4) that the Council‘s engagement and influence in relation to the review continue to be 
progressed both prior to and after publication of the European Commission Communication 
Document on the Structural Funds; (5) that a meeting be arranged with the five MPs with 
constituencies in North Lanarkshire and with Ken Collins MEP to discuss the impact the review of 
Structural Funds will have on North Lanarkshire, and (6) that further update reports on the review 
of the Structural Funds be considered as appropriate. 

1 



Revised Policy Position Statement for the Council 

Structural Fund programmes should be retained within policy Objectives similar to those 
currently in force. 

A long term view requires to be taken by the European Commission on the definition of 
eligible areas to avoid an economic snapshot of an area. 

Eligibility criteria should include employment change as well as unemployment, and 
additional alternative indicators which also take account of social difficulties (eg Health). 

Funding to areas currently receiving Structural Fund support which lose eligibility post 1999 
should continue over a transitional period which should apply equally to Objectives 1 ,  2, 
3 and 5b, and regions with only Community Initiative eligibility. 

Areas to be eligible for Structural Fund support should be defined at regional level (eg West 
of Scotland) corresponding to established travel to work patterns and the principle of 
concentration should be applied where appropriate within regional programmes as 
determined by local partners. 

All future mainstream Structural Fund programmes should cover the whole period from 
2000-2006. 

All areas with eligibility for the new Objectives 1 and 2 post 1999 must also have the 
necessary exemptions from EU state aid regulations and be included in the state aid 
exemption map to allow maximum impact of the Structural Funds and maximum flexibility 
for eligible areas in terms of Structural Fund activity. 

Any regional plans for Structural Fund activity should reflect the existing regional 
programme frameworks and structures, ie West of Scotland. 

Use of regional partnerships should continue to allow the local design and delivery of 
programmes within broad guidelines, including proportionate allocations of funding to the 
various measures of a programme and determination of eligible activity. 

No reserve fund should be top-sliced from programmes but existing partnership 
mechanisms at the regional level with a good track record of achievement should be given 
the autonomy to ensure effective administration and management with the funds in liaison 
with the EU. 

Funds focused on EU wide priorities should be managed within the framework of the 
regional partnerships as being the most effective mechanism for their delivery. 

Community Initiatives should remain a part of the future Structural Fund framework but 
should be increasingly focused on regions/themes subject to economic shocks not foreseen 
when mainstream programmes are redefined. Funds should be available through the 
Community Initiatives to compensate for adverse effects of Economic and Monetary Union 
on regions. 

Community Initiatives should be managed and administered at regional partnership level 
to allow better integration and be used as a means of innovation, transfer of best practice, 
and transnational co-operation and should form part of the transitional arrangements for 
regions losing eligibility for mainstream funding. 

The Structural Funds should continue to support pilot and innovative projects and networks. 

2 



CASTer NETWORK 

3. There was submitted a report dated 9 September 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) regarding a 
recent informal meeting of key partners held in Rotherham on 3 September 1997 and attended 
by representatives from Rotherham, North Holland and North Lanarkshire to discuss a secure 
future for CASTer (Conference and Association of Steel Territories) in terms of policy, direction, 
activity and finance; (2) indicating that Councillor McCabe, Depute Leader of North Lanarkshire 
Council chaired the meeting; (3) advising of the various issues discussed including the 
management of CASTer, Treasury function, membership and budgetary implications, Action 
Plan/Strategy and relationships with other external agencies, and (4) outlining the further action 
being taken in relation to the matters discussed. 

Having heard the European Co-ordination Officer summarise the key points of the report the 
Working Group noted the contents of the report and the outcome of the recent meeting in 
Rotherham. 

DRAR- TREATY OF AMSTERDAM 

4. There was submitted a report dated 13 August 1999 by the Chief Executive (1) on the outcome 
of the recent Amsterdam Council and the implications of the new Draft Treaty on European Union 
known as the Treaty of Amsterdam; (2) highlighting the implications for local authorities generally 
and for North Lanarkshire Council in particular; (3) indicating that the provisions of the Treaty are 
likely to come into force early in 1999; (4) intimating that departments would be made aware, 
through the mechanism of the European Affairs Officer Working Group of the contents of the 
Treaty so far as they affect the authority, and (5) advising that where appropriate, the Council 
would use its local, regional, national and pan European networking link to put its views forward 
to the European Commission and other European Institutions on areas of the Treaty which have 
a direct impact on provision of local authority services. 

The Working Group noted the contents of the report and the major changes to the Treaty. 

EUROPEAN SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE 

5. There was submitted a report dated 18 August 1997 by the Chief Executive (1 ) advising Members 
of the content of the European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) document which aimed 
to (a) improve the implementation of Community policies to increase their efficiency and relevance 
by taking more account of spatial dimension; (b) develop greater co-operation between Member 
States, and (c) assist authorities responsible for spatial planning to take European spatial 
development issues into account at an early stage, and (2) seeking homologation of the response 
which had been sent to COSLA on the consultation exercise they are undertaking on the document 
and its implications. 

Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) summarise the key points of the report, the 
Working Group (1 ) noted the progress of the ESDP, the Council’s current activity in relation to its 
development and the examination of the related funding opportunities and, (2) agreed to 
homologate the response to the COSLA Consultation on the ESDP. 

ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION 

6. There was submitted a report dated 18 August 1997 by the Chief Executive (1) advising of a 
consultation exercise being undertaken by COSLA concerning Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU); (2) detailing the work of the COSLA Task Group on the regional and economic issues 
associated with EMU; (3) highlighting those issues which are envisaged to have a direct impact on 
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North Lanarkshire Council due to factors such as geographical location and company base, and 
(4) indicating that a response has been sent to COSW on the EMU Consultative Report. 

Having heard the European Co-ordination Officer, the Working Group noted the contents of the 
report and the background to the debate surrounding Economic and Monetary Union. It was 
further agreed (1 ) to remit to the Chief Executive to progress the appropriate action in relation to 
the key issues outlined in paragraph 4 of the report in liaison with appropriate departments, and 
(2) to homologate the response to COSLA on its consultative report on the regional and economic 
issues surrounding EMU. 

TERRITORIAL EMPLOYMENT PACT FOR THE WEST OF SCOTLAND 

7. There was submitted a report dated 12 August 1997 by the Chief Executive (1 ) giving details of 
the current situation regarding the development of the Territorial Employment Pact initiative 
proposed by the European Commission; (2) advising that the objectives of the Pact aims to 
encourage widespread regional or local partnerships, improve integration and co-ordination of job 
creation measures and put into effect employment schemes and measures which can serve as a 
model; (3) intimating that the West of Scotland European Consortium had submitted a network 
bid from the West of Scotland and that notification had been received from the Scottish Office that 
this bid was to be put forward to the European Commission by the UK Government as one of the 
ten pilot pacts within the UK out of a total of 66 bids received, and (4) indicating that the Council 
was instrumental in putting together the West of Scotland Pact and it offered an excellent 
opportunity for the Council should the Pact be awarded funding by the European Commission. 

Having heard the European Co-ordination Officer, the Working Group agreed (1) to note the 
contents of the report; (2) note the successful selection of the West of Scotland Territorial 
Employment Pact as one of the ten from the UK Government, and (3) that further reports would 
be considered on the initiative as necessary and when formal notification has been received from 
the European Commission concerning the approval of the pact for funding. 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS - FORWARD PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITY AND ISSUES ARISING 

8. There was submitted a report dated 13 August 1997 by the Chief Executive outlining the planned 
future activity of the Council and the networks with which it works closely in the field of European 
Affairs, and giving details of a Forward Programme of activities. 

After consideration the Working Group noted the contents of the Forward Programme of Activity 
and agreed that the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) should attend the Strathclyde European 
Partnership Limited Annual General Meeting to be held in Glasgow on 30 September 1997. 

REMIT FROM POUCY AND RESOURCES COMMllTEE OF 2 SEPTEMBER 1997 - 
W E R  FROM THE PRESIDENT, MURES COUNTY COUNCIL, ROMANIA 

9. Reference was made to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources 
Committee of 2 September 1997 when that Committee considered (1 ) a letter from the President, 
Mures County Council inviting the Council to establish a partnership in the framework of the 
Ecos-Ouverture Programme and to conclude a project or a micro-project; (2) a response dated 
15 August 1997 by the Chief Executive outlining the difficulty in preparing a proposition in time 
for the next deadline for submissions to the European Union and proposing that Councillor Shaw 
discuss this matter with the President during his visit to Romania as a representative of the 
Strathclyde Fire Board and thereafter the matter be discussed with the appropriate parties. The 
Committee agreed that the matter be referred to the Policy and Resources European Working 
Group for consideration. 
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Having heard the Assistant Chief Executive (Policy) and Councillor Shaw, the Working Group, after 
discussion and having noted the difficulties in preparing a proposition in time for the next deadline 
for submissions, agreed to explore the possibilities of a future partnership in the framework of the 
Ecos-Ouverture Programme. 
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