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Your Ref 
Our Ref 

Following the very positive response to our calls in 1995 and 1996 for a nationwide Two Minute 
Silence to be observed at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the Legion 
is promoting the Silence again this year on Tuesday, November 11 th. 

Last year virtually all councils gave their support and research conlmissioned immediately after 
November 1 lth 1996 showed that 67 per cent of the adult population observed the Silence in their 
workplace, at home or in public areas. In addition, the majority of schools and colle, Des observed 
some form of act of Remembrance. The role of local authorities in enabling the population to be 
aware of the moment by signalling the start and end of the Silence by firing maroon rockets or 
guns, and by helping publicise the Silence locally, was a very important contribution to this 
extremely gratifying result. 

May we renew our thanks for the actions you took last year and ask for your co-operation again 
this year? The Legion is working with the support of HM Government. with Buckinsham Palace 
-23 :k bmi2ca;c i i idia a n i  expects 10 be making its 1997 Two Minute Silence plans public at the 
end of May. 

For your convenience, I enclose a pro forma reply. Please return it to this office with your letter- 
head or compliments slip attached. That will be extremely helpful and enable us to monitor the 
progress of this year’s Silence “campaign”. 

NEW HA[G HOUSE, LOGIE GREEN ROAD, EDINBURGH EH7 4HR 
Telephone: 0131 537 US? Fax: 0131 5-57 5819 
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- Date: 

PLEASE RETURN WITH YOUR LETTERHEAD OR COMPLIMENTS SLIP 

.c I 
To: The General Secretary 

RBLS 
New Haig House 
Logie Green Road 
Edinburgh EH7 4HR -- .-.--_----- --- ------- 

L This authority (please complete) 

will be supporting the Two Minute Silence on 1 Ith November 1997 and will take the following 
measures (please tick boxes as applicable). 

(1) Enable staff and visitors to observe the Silence on Council premises 

(2) Announce the start and end of the Silence on public address systems 

(3) Enable members of the public to be aware of the start and end of 
the Silence by firing maroon rockets 

(4) Make contact with local media to publicise the above 

0 
U 
U 
I 

(5) Any other means (please specify) 

(6) Please send posters for display on Council premises 

(7) A form of words to be used in announcements 

(8) An information pack 

(9) Details of maroon rocket suppliers 

1 
(state quantity) 

n 

PLEASE RETURN WITH YOUR LETTERHEAD OR COMPLIMENTS SLIP 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SCOTLAND AND THE TWO MINUTE SILENCE 
AT 11.00 .AM ON NOVEMBER l lTH 

The Royal British Legion Scotland will always support the traditional Remembrance Sunday ser- 
vices and the customary Two Minute Silence. As the national custodian of Remembrance, founded 
among other reasons to ensure that “we will remember them”, the Legion also believes, that when 
November 1 lth (Armistice Day) falls on days other than Sundays - on working days - it is entirely 
appropriate that Remembrance should be brought into the everyday life of the Nation on those 
days as well. It therefore called for the re-introduction of the Two Minute Silence on November 
11 th 1995 (a Saturday) and again last year and support from industry, commerce? institutions and 
from ali walks oi life was substantial. 

Over two thirds - 67 per cent - of adults in England, Wales and Scotland took up the Legion’s call 
and observed the Two Minute Silence on Monday November 11 th 1996, according to research 
conducted for the Legion by Audience Selection. That was ten per cent more than in 1995. Other 
significant points from the 1996 research were that 93 per cent of those polled were aware of the 
Legion’s call and 97 per cent thought that people should be given the opportunity to observe the 
Two Minute Silence on 1 Ith November every year. 

The Legion will be calling for a nationwide two minute silence on Tuesday ru’ovember 1 ith this 
year and anticipates an even more positive response. 

Remembrance transcends all boundaries. The Legion is seehng a small yet significant individual 
and collective act, a rare moment when the Nation can stand together and reflect on the price of 
freedom. That price is still being paid. More than 12.000 British Servicemen and women have 
been killed or injured on active service since 1945. 

The Legion appreciates that i t  cannot expect complete observance of the Two Minute Silence on 

November 1 lth. Individuals must decide. But if people wish to stop and remember. they should be 
c oiven the freedom and opportunity to do so. 

“If we are to maintain our peace and freedom, we must always remember”. 


