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S C O T T I S H  T R A D E S  UNION C O N G R E S S  5 11 A P I N G T H E F U 1 U R E  

REF MF/ENU 

23 September 1997 

Councillor Harry McGuigan 
Leader 
North Lanarkshire Council 
PO Box 14 
Civic Centre 
MOTHERWELL ML1 1TW 

Dear Harry 

1997 CONFERENCE OF THE EUROPEAN NETWORK OF THE 
UNEMPLOYED (ENU) - GLASGOW, 13 TO 17 NOVEMBER 

We have been asked by the European Network of the Unemployed (the Federation of 
national and regional organisations of unemployed people from throughout Europe) to 
act as hosts for the 1997 ENU Conference. The European Network of the 
Unemployed was initiated in 1982 and has now grown to include Unemployed 
Networks from 15 countries, both within and outwith the EU. The Conference will be 
attended by 5 delegates from each of the 15 member countries, plus observers from a 
variety of organisations with similar interests (e.g. European TUC, E O  etc.). 

The Conference has been scheduled to be held in Glasgow from Thursday 13 to 
Monday 17 November 1997. This conference will be a major opportunity for those 
who are currently directly affected by unemployment to assess, discuss and exchange 
information about the present situation with regard to the worsening problem of 
unemployment in Europe. 

The conference will have a very high public profile, with the opening debate being led 
by a government minister. Conference will feature other major European speakers but 
will also include a very high level of input from delegates from unemployed 
organisations. There is a very fbll agenda which includes the themes ‘Promoting Full 
Employment in Europe’, ‘Towards a Unified, Decent Benefit System’, Youth 
Employment and Unemployment’ and ‘Unemployment and Racism’. I enclose a copy 
of the Draft Agenda for your information. 

The total cost of the Conference will be 288,673. We are seeking a subsidy from the 
European Commission but the most we can hope to achieve through this course would 
be 57% ofthe total or 250,173. This means that we have to raise 238,500 in 
sponsorship and ‘in kind’ assistance. 
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We are indebted to Glasgow City Council as the host city which is pro\idin_g certain 
facilities ‘in lund’, and hope other local authorities will follow ths  example. My 
purpose in writing to you is to ask if your authority can make a financial contribution 
towards the costs of the ConfPlrence. 

We are especially anxious to highlight the fact that much of the social cost of 
unemployment (e.g. Housing Benefit and social services etc.) is borne by local 
authorities. It would be very usekl if we could indicate on all conference 
correspondence and papers that a number of local authorities were assisting with the 
cost of the conference. 

I am sure you will agree that the proposed conference is very important not’& for 
unemployed people in Scotland and other parts of Europe, but for all who understand 
the terrible sock! problems associated with mass unemployment 

If you require any hrther information please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Thank you very much for your co-operation in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Campbell Christie 
General Secretary 


