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Pumose of ReDort 

The purpose of this report is to update the committee on the progress and costs of the Public Inquiry 
into the proposal to build a Combined Cycle Gas Turbine Power Station at Gartcosh and to bring to the 
attention of the Council details of the costs to this Authority arising from its participation in this 
Inquiry. 

Background 

Members will be aware of the circumstances leading up to this Inquiry in so fir as it relates to an 
application by Powergen to construct a CCGT Power Station at Gartcosh. This application was the 
subject of a considerable number of objections during the consultation period, not only from local 
groups concerned about the impact of this scheme on the immediate area but also from a wide range of 
organisations whose concerns revolved around wider regional and national issues. In terms of Section 
62 of the Electricity Act 1989 the Secretary of State determined that the application should be the 
subject of a public inquiry. 

Previous reports to Committee on 26th February and 25th June 1997 outlined the background to the 
Inquiry and indicated that it would take place in two sessions between April and July 1997 and resume 
ifnecessary on 12th August 1997. 

Progress 

Due to the length of evidence presented, and extensive cross-examination of witnesses, the Inquiry not 
only sat between 12th August and 5th September, but required a final session to hear the last witnesses 
from 30th September until loth October. A further 6 days will be required for summing up in 
November 1997. 

The Council’s witnesses presented evidence in the session commencing 30th September. 
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4. Costs1 
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4. - costs 

4.1 Fee Costs: The previous report identified fee costs of approximately €200,000 to the end of the second 
session(Ju1y). As mentioned above the inquiry has now completed a third and fourth session. Fees paid 
to date amount to €235,000, however it is estimated that a further f 85,000 will be required to cover fee 
costs to the end of the summing up period. 

4.2 While earlier reports to Committee have concentrated upon the particular fee or consultancy cos& to 
the Council, Members should be made aware that considerable internal costs have arisen by virtue of 
the Council’s involvement in this Inquiry e.g. employee costs, additional administration costs and 
expenses. An assessment of these costs has now been carried out, and is detailed below. Whilst certain 
elements can be accurately coskd, it should be noted that employee costs are an estimate based on an 
assessed number of hours spent during office hours by individuals on the Inquiry. It does not include 
the considerable time spent by some officers, in the evenings and at weekends at certain times of the 
Inquiry, in preparation of the case. 

4.3 EmDlovee Costs: Staff from Adrmnistration and Planning and Development Departments have been 
involved in the Inquiry to varying degrees. From each Department there has been one officer almost 
fully employed on the Inquiry since January of this year, with others spending time as and when 
necessary. The cost of this involvement on an hourly basis has been estimated at €78,000. It should be 
noted however, that the real cost to the Council, taking account of all costs, is likely to be twice this 
figure i.e. E 156,000. 

Other Emenses: Other expenses have been incurred as follows: 

Copying and Stationery € 1,335 
Food and Travel € 2,338 
Removals € 714 
Typing and Shorthand €9.854 

Total f 14.241 

Total Costs: It can be seen therefore that non-fee costs are estimated to amount in total to €1 70,24 1. 

Ifthis is added to the fees paid to date and the projected further fee expenditure, totalling €320,000, the 
total costs of the Inquiry is likely to be approximately €490,000. 

5. Comments 

5.1 This Inquiry is quite different to the other Public Local Inquiries identified in the report to the Planning 
and Development Committee earlier this month. Firstly, it is not an Inquiry under the Planning 
Legislation but under the Electricity Act 1989 and is considering much wider than local planning 
issues. Much of the evidence at the Inquiry has been in relation to energy policy and pricing of 
electricity, and its effects on the coal industry in Scotland. The true “ planning issues” of local 
importance have taken up only a proportion of the Inquiry time, nevertheless North Lanarkshire 
Council has been involved for the entire length of the Inquiry, and has incurred costs accordingly. 

6. Conclusion/ 
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6. Conclusion 

6.1 Due to the unique nature of this Inquiry and its importance to the local as well as wider public opinion, 
the Inquiry has involved a sigmficant commitment and involvement both in terms of finance and human 
resources and has resulted in substantial costs being imposed on the Planning and Development budget 
for which no provision could have been foreseen nor has been provided. The resource implications of 
this should be considered, and may have to be addressed, by the Policy and Resources Committee. In 
addition to considering the budgetary implications the Committee may also wish to authorise the 
Directors of Planning and Development and Administration tq make representations to The Scottish 
Office, COSLA and Local MPs concerning the mechanism for such Inquiries and'the resource 
implications for Councils who in similar circumstances are required to act in the best interests of their 
communities. 

7. Recommendation 

1 That the Committee notes the report for its interest. 

2 Refers the report to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration of the budgetary 
implications for this authority and the matter of financial provision arising from its commitment to 
the Gartcosh Public Inquiry. 

3, Authorises the Directors of Plannrng and Development and Administration to approach The 
Scottish Office, COSLA and local MPs concerning the mechanism for such Inquiries and the 
resource implications for Councils who in similar circumstances are required to act in the best 
interests of their communities. 

4. That the Committee authorises the Director of Planning and Development to prepare a fbrther 
report regarding the cost of the Council's involvement in planning inquiries and hearings. 

Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 17th. SeDtember 1997 

Any person wishing hrther information on the above should contact Shirley Linton on extension 01236- 
616405. 
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