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To: AIRDRIE AREA COMMITTEE 

Y- AGENDA ITEM No. ...eee.sc.snsa. 

Subject: COMMUNITY FORUM - LIAISON 
ARRANGEMENTS 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Date: 1 SEPTEMBER2000 1 Ref: BP/MF 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

4. 

4.1 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise the committee of the outcome of consultation with Airdrie 
and Villages community forum. 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting of 9 May 2000 the area committee considered a report by the Director of Community 
Services detailing the background, establishment and development of the Airdrie and Villages 
community forum, indicating that it was necessary to consider liaison arrangements with the 
community forum. The Committee decided that the community forum would be consulted on the 
option detailed in the report. 

OPTION APPRAISAL 

In 1997 in approving the scheme of decentralisation the Council set out arrangements for the 
development of community forums across the decentralised areas. As a method of establishing 
community consultation and participation in decision making, community forums were described as 
community structures whose role would be determined by the community itself. 

Since that time community forums have developed in all of the council decentralised areas, each 
deploying a particular style and format to suit local circumstances and structures. In addition to their 
formation, the council has gone further in its promotion of decentralisation through the development 
of formal liaison arrangements with community forums. In some areas community forum / -  

representatives have been appointed to area committees. 

This development has been embraced by the Council to ensure that community forums have direct 
access to area committees and that issues which are the subject of consideration by forums can be 
placed directly on the agenda of the area committee as appropriate. Equally area committees remit 
matters to the community forums for their consideration. 

The Council’s standing orders and scheme of administration accommodate such liaison 
arrangements. 

OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION 

The Airdrie and Villages community forum has indicated its preference for the continuation of the 
previous arrangements of public consultation, such arrangements are discretionary. Having due 
regard to the requirement for public notification the scheme of administration allows committees to 
consider business detailed on the agenda. Whilst the spirit of the previous practice is understood 
the opportunity to allow full detailed consideration of matters raised in this way is significantly 
undermined. 
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4.2 The liaison arrangements detailed in the earlier report included that the Airdrie and Villages 
community forum to be invited to nominate 2 representatives to the area committee. Under the 
Council’s scheme of administration these representatives would be members of the committee and, as 
with other members, be invited to be heard at the convener’s discretion. Voting rights would not, 
however, be extended to the community forum representatives. This is viewed as the most effective 
way forward and ensures that the community forum is able to have matters of interest formally 
considered by the area committee. 

4.3 The community forum has indicated its wish to extend an invitation to elected members to attend the 
meeting of the forum. Notification of such meeting could be facilitated by the department of 
community services, which already supports the administration of the forum. 

5. IN CONCLUSION 

5.1 From the outset the area committee indicated its keenness to develop liaison arrangements with the 
community forum. Whilst recognising the community forums preference for a return to previous 
practice, the development of liaison arrangements in other area committees is viewed as a solid 
approach to community consultation and effectively promotes and enables community consultation 

\ and participation in the decision making process. 

6. RECOMMENDATION 

6.1 It is recommended that the committee: 

(a) extends an invitation to the Airdrie and Villages community forum to nominate 2 
representatives from it membership to the area committee; 

(b) extends its thanks to the community forum for its due consideration of the matter ; and 
(c) otherwise note the contents of the report. 
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