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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on the tender process for the Business 
Gateway Contract post-2012 

Business Gateway Background 

The Business Gateway contracts across Scotland were originally put in place by Scottish 
Enterprise covering a maximum 5-year period from 1 October 2007 to 30 September 2012. 
Following decisions made by the Scottish Government on the delivery of local economic 
regeneration during 2007, it was agreed that the management of the contracts would be 
transferred to local government. The Lanarkshire Business Gateway contract transferred 
on 1 April 2008 from Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire to North Lanarkshire Council. The 
Lanarkshire Business Gateway contract covers both North and South Lanarkshire Council 
areas. North Lanarkshire Council is the lead local authority for the contract. The current 
contract is due to end on 30 September 2012. 

The key activities delivered through the contract are: 
w Assisting businesses to set-up and grow 

Identifying and working on a one-to-one basis with start-up and existing businesses 
which have growth potential 
Delivery of workshops and events to assist start-up and existing businesses 

In addition to local delivery of services, there is a national Business Gateway service which 
includes support staff based within COSLA, the Business Gateway website 
(www.baatewav.com), the Business Gateway Enquiry Service (BGES) and the provision of 
national marketing campaigns. 

Business Gateway Contract Renewal Process 

Following discussions with South Lanarkshire Council and consideration of options for 
future delivery vehicles, it was agreed that North Lanarkshire Council would tender the 
Lanarkshire Business Gateway services for a period 3-years with the option to extend for a 
further two 1 -year periods. 

The maximum estimated contract value is f7.25m over the 5-year period. The funding for 
the contract is received from the Scottish Government through the Council’s Revenue 
Support Grant. The contract will commence on 1 October 2012 up to 30 September 201 7. 
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A Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ) was published on Public Contracts Scotland 
website on 15 February 2012. Given the size of the contract, it was also published in the 
Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU). 

Following the scoring of the returned PQQs, an Invitation to Tender was issued on 2 May 
2012 to the successful organisations. The return date for the Invitation to Tender (ITT) is 12 
noon on Tuesday 19 June 2012. A scoring panel from both North and South Lanarkshire 
Councils will assess the returned ITTs with a view to making a final recommendation for 
award of the contract during the week commencing 25 June 2012. 

Due to tight timescales for the implementation of the new contract, it will be necessary to 
seek approval for the contract to be awarded outwith the normal Committee cycles. The 
contract will be awarded by the Executive Director of Corporate Services and the outcome 
will be reported to the next Policy & Resources (Regeneration and Infrastructure) Sub- 
Com m ittee. 

Finance 

Funding for the Business Gateway contract is paid direct through the Council’s Revenue 
Support Grant from the Scottish Government supported by additional management costs 
which cover the Council’s cost of managing the contract. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note the progress to-date with the tender process 

A P  
Head of Regeneration and Infrastructure Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report please contact Caitriona McAuley, 
Economic Development Manager (Tel: 01 698 302846). 


