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4.1 

IN TROD UC TION 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to lease the ground at 
Back O’Hill Quarry in Cumbernauld for the development of a golf driving range. 

BACKGROUND 

The ground forms the site of a former quarry which was in-filled with waste material 
(including household waste) by the Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council and a 
private contractor between 1975 and 1979. 

In 1979 the ground was capped by the Cumbernauld Development Corporation by 
the installation of geotechnical matting and a gas venting system. A survey carried 
out in 1998 found that gas escape via the venting system was negligible. 

The land was previously declared surplus to the Council’s requirements. 

DESCRIPTION 

The property comprises an overgrown plot of ground extending to 5.27 ha (13.03 
acres) or thereby, as shaded on the attached plan. 

The property is situated adjacent to the Back O’Hill roundabout which forms a pivotal 
junction for traffic entering and leaving M80 motorway at the southern end of 
Cumbernauld. 

Due to the poor ground conditions and restrictive planning restrictions, the future use 
of this site is limited to developments that will not penetrate the capping layer. Some 
form of outdoor recreational use has been suggested and a golf driving range in 
particular would be an appropriate use for the site. 

NEGOTIA TlONS 

The Council has been approached by Sports Central Online Limited seeking to 
relocate their golf business from South Lanarkshire and develop a golf driving range. 
The site at Back O’Hill Quarry was identified as potentially being suitable but any 
lease will be dependent on the issue of ground investigation which is still to be 
completed. 
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4.2 The Council propose a lease of the ground as follows:- 

(i) Duration: The lease will extend for 25 years with the option to 
extend for a further 25 years. 

(ii) Rental: f10,000 per annum exclusive of VAT subject to an 
appropriate rent free period to cover the cost incurred 
by the tenant for any necessary ground works. 

(iii) Rent Reviews: The rent will be reviewed on a 5-yearly basis. 

(iv) Repairs and A full repairing and insurance lease. 
Insurance: 

(v) Use: Golf driving range 

(vi) Abnormal Costs: It is likely that the tenant’s Site Investigation will 
highlight abnormal development costs which cannot be 
quantified at this stage. Once the extent of the issue is 
known, an appropriate rent free period shall be granted. 

(vii) All other terms and conditions and alterations to be agreed by the Head of 
Regeneration & Infrastructure Services. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 This report is consistent with the current leasing policy dated 25 July 201 1 

5.2 It is considered good estate management practice to secure tenants on as long a 
lease term as possible and this proposal is therefore of benefit to the council in 
revenue terms. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee agree to the lease of the ground at Back 
O’Hill Quarry on the terms detailed above. 

6.2 All other terms to be adjusted by the Head of Regeneration and Infrastructure 
Services including the grant of an appropriate rent free period on receipt of the Site 
Investigation Report. 

Head of Regeneration and Infrastructure Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact 
Callum Brown, Section Manager, on 01236 632668. 
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Title: Proposed Golf Leisure Facility Scale 1:NTS 

Town: Cum bern aul d 


