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INTRODUCTION 

This report concerns the Carnegie Public Library at 25 Academy Street, Coatbridge 
and details proposals for marketing the property for sale. 

BACKGROUND 

The Learning & Leisure Services Committee at their meeting on 25 October 2011 
declared the library surplus to operational requirements following the relocation of 
the main library service into the new Buchanan Centre in 201 0. 

The outside library services operation continues to use the basement area in the 
short term. It is understood that the property will be completely vacated by 
AugusVSeptember 201 2. 

The library was listed in the Council's surplus property bulletin issued on 1" 
December 201 1. No expressions of interest from another Council service arose in 
consequence of the bulletin. 

A report on the library was presented to the Coatbridge Local Area Partnership 
meeting 10 January 2012 and it was decided that the Policy & Resources (Property) 
Sub-Committee explore further options in relation to the future use of the property 
prior to placing it on the open market for sale. 

DESCRIPTION 

Coatbridge Library is an impressive 4-storey reddish pink sandstone building, 
standing on the west side of Academy Street within Coatbridge town centre. 
Neighbouring private properties provide a mix of commercial and residential uses. 

The property dates from 1905 and all available evidence indicates that it was 
originally developed as a public libraryheading room, incorporating residential 
accommodation for the librarian. It is a Grade B listed building, as designated by 
Historic Scotland in 1993. 
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The property has 3 distinct bays and the only one with a conventional window 
fenestration fronts Academy Street. The rear bays rely on natural light from glazed 
panels at the apex of the roof pitches. The introduction of new widows on side and 
rear elevations may need to be considered depending on the future use of the 
property. 

There is no dedicated car parking associated with the property, with reliance on 
public car parking (notably Baird Street to the rear of the property). This is not an 
uncommon situation within a Town Centre environment. 

Land to the south and west of the property presently serves as a principal pedestrian 
access route tolfrom the public car park on Baird Street and ought to be retained in 
Council ownership. Servitude Rights of Access over these pedestrian paths will be 
necessary to formalise access/egress from the property’s various side and rear 
entrance doors. 

PLA NNlNG 

A public library falls into Class 10 of the Town & Country Planning (Use Classes) 
(Scotland) Order 1997 i.e. non residential institutions. This means that planning 
approval for change of use would not be required if the property were to be used for 
the following: (1) creche, day nursery or day centre, (2) provision of education, (3) 
display of works of art, (4) museum, (5)  public hall or exhibition hall, in connection 
with public worship or religious instruction, or the social or recreational activities of a 
religious body. 

There is no permitted change under the General Development Order. This means 
that any use outwith Class 10 would require planning permission for change of use. 

The Finalised Draft North Lanarkshire Local Plan highlights the former public library 
within an area designated as Coatbridge Town Centre under Policy RTC IA .  Policy 
RTC 1A states that the Council will protect the network of centres as the continuing 
focus of retail, leisure, civic and community uses. The policy lists the appropriate 
uses as: Classes 1 , 2, 3, 4, 7 ,  8, 9, 10 and 11, with an emphasis on comparison and 
convenience retail. However, identifying acceptable uses in each Class does not 
imply any permitted change between those uses subsequent to any change from 
Class 10 outlined in 1 and 2 above. Changes of use, along with potentially ancillary 
uses, will be subject to assessment against legislation and other policies in the Plan. 
Policies NBE 1B2c and NBE 1B3a provide the policy position with regard to the 
protection of the built environment for listed buildings and conservation areas. 

The building is B Listed and located within the Blairhill and Dunbeth Conservation 
Area. Any proposed use of the building must respect this heritage designation in 
terms of its physical impact on the external and internal structures of the building. 
The Council’s main objective will be to promote the sensitive conversion and 
development of the listed building and provide clarity on the development principles 
required by the Council and allow for flexibility and innovation in the future 
redevelopment of the building. In effect, any use which achieves this sensitively and 
works with the grain of the building is likely to be supported. 
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MARKETING 

While the surplus property bulletin is circulated to a range of public sector partner 
agencies, targeted letters were issued to NHS Lanarkshire and Coatbridge College. 
Both organisations wrote back confirming that they had no requirement and weren’t 
interested in acquiring the library. 

It is proposed that a conventional marketing drategy is employed, using local / 
national advertising combined with targeted marketing to known developers & 
property agents. 

The outcome of the proposed marketing exercise would be assessed and then 
reported to a future meeting of this Sub-committee. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that Committee notes the proposed marketing of the Carnegie 
Library with a further report to be presented on the outcome of the exercise. 

Head of Regeneration & Infrastructure Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact 
pfa Mary Anne Robb, Section Manager, on 01236 632667. 
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