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REPORT 

Subject: SITE AND LIBRARY BUILDING AT 
MANSE ROAD, NEWMAINS 
SURPLUS TO LEARNING AND 
LEISURE SERVICES 
OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is twofold, firstly to seek approval from the Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee for an area of land and the library facility thereon at Manse Road, Newmains 
to be declared surplus to operational requirements in accordance with the Council's surplus land 
and buildings policy, and secondly, approval is sought for the proposed relocation of the existing 
library service provision into a purpose built community hub being developed by Newmains 
Community Trust in the area, said relocation and declaration being subject to a range of conditions 
being met. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) declare the area of land and the library building thereon, as outlined in Appendix 1, surplus to 
operational requirements subject to the conditions outlined in paragraph 3.2 of this report 
being met; 

(ii) authorise the Head of Community Information and Learning to further progress discussions 
with'Newmains Community Trust with a view to relocating the library service within the 
proposed community hub; and 

(iii) to refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) sub committee for consideration. 

Members seeking further information on the content of this report are asked to contact: 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information & Learning on 01236 812338 or 
Barbara Philliben, Community Learning and Libraries Manager on O'l236 812526 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: LEARNING & LEISURE SERVICES 

SITE AND LIBRARY BUILDING AT MANSE ROAD, NEWMAINS SURPLUS TO LEARNING 
AND LEISURE SERVICES OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

Report by Head of Community Information & Learning 

lNTRODUCTlON 

The purpose of this report is twofold, firstly to seek approval from the Learning and Leisure 
Services Committee for an area of land and the library facility thereon at Manse Road, 
Newmains to be declared surplus to operational requirements in accordance with the 
Council’s surplus land and buildings policy, and secondly, approval is sought for the 
proposed relocation of the existing library service provision into a purpose built community 
hub being developed by Newmains Community Trust in the area, said relocation and 
declaration being subject to a range of conditions being met. 

BACKGROUND 

Committee is advised that the development of the proposed hub has been the subject of a 
report to the Policy and Resources Committee on 8 March 2012. 

Regeneration and Infrastructure Services has been involved, since 2009, with mem bers of 
Newmains Community Trust (NCT) to facilitate the development of a community hub 
including co-ordinating and assisting with the planning and design for the hub. The local 
elected members have been fully consulted and involved in all stages of the proposed 
development. Learning and Leisure Services has contributed to the discussions around the 
proposal to include a library in the new hub. 

NCT has submitted their Stage 2 Big Lottery funding application under the “Our Place” 
programme which has ring-fenced funding for the Newmains area. A decision on the 
outcome of the bid is expected in November 2012. The construction phase would take place 
during the period 2013 to 2015. The proposed development demonstrates a clear fit with the 
Council’s regeneration priorities including; improving the environment, improving the local 
economy and reflects the key themedpriorities contained within the Single Outcome 
Agreement and Community Plan. 

A letter of support was issued to NCT by the Head of Regeneration Services on 18 
September 2012 outlining the terms and conditions under which NLC would agree to land 
transfers and progression of the proposal. 

CONSIDERATIONS 

In order to further progress the hub development on the proposed site the library building and 
environs at Manse Road , owned by NLC and extending to 656sqm or thereby and as 
detailed in Appendix 1, will require to be declared surplus to operational requirements. 

It must be stressed that in considering declaring the building and land surplus that this is 
done solely on the proviso that the proposed community hub development progresses and a 
number of conditions are met namely: 

0 approval is given by both the Environmental Services and Housing & Social Work 
Committees to declare surplus the areas of land in their portfolios also required for the 
development; 

0 satisfactory scrutiny of the NCT Business Plan proves the sustainability of the 
development and the NCT financial model, particularly their income projections; 
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best value to the Council is demonstrated in terms of service delivery and occupational 
costs of moving in to the new facility; 

0 plans for the construction of the new build allow the work to take place whilst 
maintaining a full library service in the existing building to mitigate any potential service 
disruption for the community; and 

completion of the proposed community hub and issue of an Occupancy Certificate by 
North Lanarkshire Council. 

3.3 Committee is reminded that Council has approved an operating model for libraries as part of 
a cultural arms length organisation. 

Newmains Library is an operational building with overhead costs of €13658 which can be 
broken down as follows: 

Rates f4,588 
Utilities f5,376 
Facility Management €3,604 

Of these costs the move to the Cultural ALE0 would provide a rates relief saving of f4,588. 

The proposed expenditure for the library occupancy of 140sqm in the new build is f 16,000 in 
years 1-3 rising to €18,000 in years 4-5 as outlined in the NCT draft Business Plan. These 
figures therefore represent an increase in spend which the service has not budgeted for. 

3.4 The 22 July 2009 report to Learning and Leisure established the criterion by which all 
libraries are ranked depending upon level of use, condition and suitability. These criterion are 
to be used when determining proposals for any facility rationalisation. Newmains is currently 
ranked 6th in line for rationalisation. A move to a new build would safeguard library provision 
in Newmains. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to: 

(i) declare the area of land and the library building thereon, as outlined in Appendix 1, 
surplus to operational requirements subject to the conditions outlined in paragraph 3.2 
of this report being met; 

(ii) authorise the Head of Community Information and Learning to further progress 
discussions with Newmains Community Trust with a view to relocating the library 
service within the proposed community hub; and 

(iii) to refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) sub committee for 
consideration. 
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Appendix 1 

RS 42325 

LOCATION PLAN - For Information Only 
Title Library Manse Road ML2 9 A X  Scale 1 : N. T. S. 


