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This report concerns the proposed grant of a servitude right for a new drainage 
soak-away on Council owned land opposite 1 Cobbleton Road, New Stevenston. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr & Mrs William Gordon own the detached house at 1 Cobbleton Road; a new 
detached property built in recent times. The proprietors have their own sewage 
treatment plant on site, which discharges water into a soak-away contained within 
their garden boundary. The plant is in effect a modern septic tank. 

It is proposed that a secondary soak-away is created and Mr & Mrs Gordon wish to 
establish it on Council land opposite their house. The soak-away would cover an 
area of 150 square metres or thereby although the servitude area would be 200 
square metres or thereby to allow for new pipe work to be installed through the 
hedgeline along Cobbleton Road. The soak-away is simply a gravel bed, which 
would be covered over with the excavated soil, therefore within a short period of time 
the disturbed ground would naturally re-vegetate itself. 

The soak-away proposal has been discussed with various Service Groups within the 
Council, notably Planning, Land Services and Greenspace Development Services. 
There have been no objections to the proposal. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Council land is part of the former Riccardjohnston Farm, which is now an area of 
woodland. The soak-away is planned for an area of open ground therefore its 
construction doesn’t interfere with any mature trees. 

The land is considered to have no development potential on account of its greenbelt 
land use zoning. 
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4. SERVITUDE 

4.1 Following negotiations with Mr & Mrs Gordon, a figure of €1,500 has been 
provisionally agreed for a servitude right allowing the creation of a new drainage 
soak-away. The grantee will also pay the Council’s reasonable legal costs. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERA TIONS 

5.1 The disposal complies with Section 3.3 (Direct Sales) of the Land and Property 
Sales policy report, approved on 18 November 2010 by the Policy & Resources 
(Property) Sub-Committee. 

5.2 The proposed servitude is a heritable property right, which becomes a burden on the 
Council’s title. This isn’t considered a material issue as the land isn’t considered to 
have development potential. 

5.3 The transaction will generate a small capital receipt. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee approve the grant of a drainage servitude to Mr & 
Mrs Gordon as detailed within this report. 

6.2 All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Regeneration & 
Infrastructure Services. 

k H & ?  ’ 
Head of Regeneration & Infrastructure Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact 
Mary Anne Robb, Section Manager, on 01236 632667. 4 
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