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Purpose of Report I Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the ongoing issues in Upperton and 
to advise Committee of current and future initiatives. 

Background 

The village of Upperton was previously the site of the Longriggend Remand Centre 
operated by the Scottish Prison Service which closed in 2000. Following requests from the 
Longriggend Residents’ Association for the name to be changed due to its association 
with the Remand Centre, this was considered by Planning and Environment in October 
2001 with the formal change coming into effect in 2002. 

Upperton is situated in a rural area some 4 miles north-east of Airdrie and 4 miles 
south east of Cumbernauld. Greengairs village is located 1 mile to the west and 
Longriggend village is some 1 mile to the south east. 

Following the closure of the Remand Centre, the residents of the village remained in their 
homes when, it is understood, most or all of the properties were bought under the ‘right to 
buy’ scheme. Furthermore, all of the properties including the Remand Centre site shared 
responsibility for the existing infrastructure including roads, footpaths and street lighting. 

The community has a mix of young families, longer established families and older people, 
and is isolated from the Longriggend Village despite the former historical relationship. 
There is a mix of 80 houses/flats constructed in the 1960s by the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS) for the purpose of providing residential accommodation for prison wardens 
and other staff at the Longriggend Remand Centre. The estate is a now a mix of owner 
occupied and privately rented houses. 

Upperton is unique and the particular circumstances following the closure of the former 
Remand Centre have led to the local community having to deal with significant challenges, 
particularly in relation to in the physical infrastructure and the relative isolation of the 
village. 
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Recent initiatives 

In 2012, a decision was taken by Environmental Services to upgrade the street lighting. 
This decision was taken under the auspices of the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 
Power to Advance well-being. This gives discretionary power enabling local 
authorities to do anything they consider likely to promote or improve the well-being of 
their area and/or persons in it. A major concern in this instance was the residents 
themselves trying to repair street lighting which was considered an unacceptable risk. 

This project, costing f67,500, was financed through the revenue budget and will also now 
be adopted by North Lanarkshire Council. 

There remains a number of issues within the village including problems with drains, 
gulleys and roads. These, however, do remain fundamentally the responsibility of the 
residents to address. 

Future Development & Next Steps 

The site of the old Remand Centre remains vacant and there is potential for future housing 
development. Potential developers were encouraged to include for the upgrade of both 
street lighting and roads as part of any planning application. This would have allowed for 
the adoption of new infrastructure. However, there was limited interest. 

With the completion of the works, it was hoped that the removal of the lighting burden 
would make the site a more attractive proposition for developers. A developer has 
already outlined plans to develop the old Remand Home site for which they have 
undertaken a detailed community consultation exercise and we remain hopeful of a full 
planning submission in the very near future. 

Regeneration Services continue to support the Residents’ Group within Upperton and 
have encouraged and assisted them with an Awards for All application allowing them to 
appoint a consultant and undertake a detailed survey within the area as well as preparing 
a detailed Community Action Plan. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee: 

(i) 
(ii) 

notes the content of the report; and 
approves our continued support of the Upperton Residents’ Group. 

‘I. ’ c- 

Paul Jukes 
Executive Director of Environmental Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Martin 
Dickson on (01698) 302832 


