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INTRODUCTION 

This report concerns the proposed sale of land at Mason Lane, Motherwell. 

BACKGROUND 

The Council has been approached by a solicitor who is acting on behalf of the 
Church of Nazarene British Isles North District who are seeking to acquire land 
which is used to access the former Church site at Mason Lane, Motherwell. 

The Church building had fallen into a state of disrepair in recent years and was 
demolished during the course of 2012 following a fire. The Trustees for the Church 
are considering redevelopment proposals for their site and have obtained planning 
consent for the erection of 2 detached dwellings in April 2011 and a subsequent 
consent for a replacement church in June 2012. 

The Council’s title to neighbouring land is by way of a disposition by the Trustees of 
the British Isles District of the Church of Nazarene in favour of The Provost, 
Magistrates and Councillors of the Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw recorded 28 
March 1934. There is an obligation in this title for the Council to maintain the fencing 
around the church site, to provide a cartway to the rear of the site from a lane to be 
constructed along the southern boundary and the Council is also liable for the costs 
of alterations to drains electricity, gas and water mains or other services. The access 
along the southern boundary is not used because a pedestrian footpath, Council 
properties and a wall were constructed which would prevent vehicular access. It 
appears that the land the Church is now looking to acquire has been the sole access 
route for a considerable number of years. 

The Housing and Social Work Services Committee will consider a report requesting 
that the ground be declared surplus to operational requirements at the meeting 
scheduled to be held on 31 January 2013. 

DESCRlPTlON 

The lane is located between numbers 36 and 42 Mason Lane, Motherwell and 
extends to 66 square metres or thereby. The ground to be sold is covered with 
tarmac and is bounded by residential uses to the north and south, Mason Lane to the 
east and the site of the former church to the west. 

The attached plan highlights the area of ground under consideration. 



4. SALE PROPOSAL 

4.1 A sale figure of E500 has been provisionally agreed. 

4.2 The obligations in the Council’s title to the neighbouring land outlined in 2.3 above 
will be extinguished. 

4.3 The purchaser will be responsible for the Council’s legal fees and costs in relation to 
this transaction. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 The disposal is in line with Section 3.3.1 (i) (Direct Sales) of the Land and Property 
Sales Policy report, approved by the Policy & Resources (Property) Sub-Committee 
on 18‘h November 2010. 

5.2 The proposed disposal will free the Council from potential future costs brought about 
by the obligations in the 1934 Disposition and generate a small capital receipt. 

6. RECOMMENDA TIONS 

6.1 Subject to the land being declared surplus to operational requirements by the 
Housing and Social Work Services Committee it is recommended that the access 
lane at Mason Lane, Motherwell be disposed to the the Church of Nazarene British 
Isles North District or their nominees on the terms outlined in 4. above. 

6.2 All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Regeneration & 
Infrastructure Services. 

F--i ERIC HISLOP 

Head of Regeneration & Infrastructure Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact 
Mary Anne Robb, Section Manager, on 01236 632667. 
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