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I .  Purpose of the Report 

This report seeks to inform members of the work undertaken to date to develop improved public 
transport links and access to employment at the strategic investment sites along and near the M8, 
and seeks support for the development of a new North Lanarkshire Connector Bus Service, 
currently the subject of a funding bid to the Scottish Government. 

2. Background 

The need to improve transport links across North Lanarkshire, including to and from the strategic 
investment sites along the A8/M8, has been a priority for some time for the Council and partner 
agencies. Improving transport links for business in this area has consistently been an issue raised 
as a barrier to economic growth specifically in securing inward investment and with employers 
ability to recruit local people who rely on public transport to access these locations. Whilst North 
Lanarkshire does benefit from being at the hub of the Scottish motorway and rail network in terms 
of easy access to the rest of Scotland and the UK, one of the key areas of concern has been the 
ability to travel across North Lanarkshire using public transport and for local people to access the 
jobs that are based there without a car. 

3. Partnership 

Following an initial meeting with Maxim, the Convener of Regeneration and Infrastructure called a 
meeting with key stakeholders initially including Maxim, Biocity, Eurocentral, Shotts Community 
Transport and latterly, Strathclyde Business Park and a series of actions were agreed and these 
are summarised as follows: 

0 A survey to be carried out of public transport issues for businesses based in this area. 
0 Consultation on the new Airdrie cycle path to be opened up to employees and businesses 

based at the business parks to inform the design and route. 
0 Opportunities for improving existing SPT and privately funded bus services through joint 

working to be explored. 
0 A funding application to the Scottish Government for new 30 minute North Lanarkshire 

Connector Service. 

Details on each of these actions are as follows: 

64 



4. Survey of businesses 

Twenty five companies responded to a survey. A full report on responses is available on request. 
In summary, the results show that over half the companies operate car share schemes; most 
employees on these sites travel to work by car; and 10 companies cited transport as a cause of 
recruitment difficulties. Those companies who expressed problems with recruitment issues were 
followed up with a face-to-face discussion by Economic Development Officers to get a better 
understanding of the problems faced by employers. 

Whilst the feedback was anecdotal, some employers stated that they lose potential candidates 
because they do not have a car or employees phone in sick because they cannot get to work and 
put their employment at risk. Our evidence suggests that people without cars are put off applying 
for jobs in these areas or rule themselves out at interview stage because they can’t see how they 
can travel to the location. However our experience tells us that once people do get into work they 
quickly make car sharing arrangements with work colleagues which results in low usage of existing 
bus services. 

5. Cycle Path Development 

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) awarded the Council up to E650k to develop cycle 
routes in Airdrie that provide access to employment over a 3 year period. The project is being 
developed and informed by a Dutch consultancy firm Royal HaskoningDHV. The initial fact-finding 
consultation event took place in June. A key point to emerge from that consultation was that the 
scope of the study should be extended to cover other residential areas and more business 
locations. The consultant was therefore instructed to extend the remit to include access from 
Bellshill, Mossend and Holytown in the south, as well as consideration of access from Coatbridge 
and Chapelhall general areas. The business locations to be examined included Strathclyde 
Business Park, Eurocentral, Maxim, Biocity and Newhouse Industrial Estate. 

Public consultation events were held in September in Airdrie Library, Strathclyde Business Park 
and Eurocentral/Maxim, in order to display and get feedback on the initial proposals. Having 
collated the various responses, the consultants have been producing a draft proposals report for 
initial consideration by the Council and the working group. 

6. North Lanarkshire Connector Bus Service 

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) has led a funding bid regarding providing a bus 
service for the area. The bid to the Scottish Government’s Bus Investment Fund (BIF) is for a circa 
f300-350k contribution from the BIF towards the purchase of 6 new buses, with SPT providing the 
remaining 50%. These buses will provide a new 30 minute bus service linking travel between the 
main towns, employment and leisure opportunities in North Lanarkshire. .It will serve towns 
including Motherwell, Bellshill, Coatbridge and Airdrie, many areas in between, including key 
business locations such as Maxim, Eurocentral, Biocity and Newhouse, and other facilities such as 
Motherwell College, Ravenscraig Sports Centre and Monklands Hospital. SPT has developed a 
business case for the bid which anticipates that the market will be stimulated through provision of 
this service leading to a reduction in subsidy by the public purse within 3 years. It is proposed that 
the revenue costs will be met by a €99,000 per annum contribution from by Maxim. SPT are 
currently in discussions with the Scottish Government regarding additional funding for expanding 
the service to include Strathclyde Business Park. The bid has successfully got through to second 
stage. An announcement on the outcome of the bid is expected before the end of the year. 

7. Other transport projects - Public Transport into Strathclyde Country Park 
Members of the Lanarkshire Tourism Association raised concerns about the lack of public 
transport into Strathclyde Country Park. A meeting was held on Tuesday 1 lth June 2013 to gather 
information and identify options for transportation. Local councillors, businesses, SPT and 
Community Transport were represented. It was agreed there is a desire to improve the level of 
public transport into Strathclyde Country Park for locals and visitors staying in the park and for 
more than 500 staff working during peak season. This aim fits with a key objective of the 

65 



Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan and planned action to increase use of public transport. In October 
2013, the businesses in the park issued a staff and customer transport questionnaire to quantify 
the level of desire for a bus service. This information will be used to support a bid to local bus 
providers. If there is no commercial interest, then other options will be investigated such as 
community transport or a subsidised service. Further information will be reported in due course. 

8. Strategic context 

The work of the partnership contributes to all 3 priorities in our new Economic Strategy as follows: 

Increasing employment, and improving the skills of our workforce 

0 Supporting business, encouraging entrepreneurship and attracting invest men t 

0 Regenerating our town centres and communities 

It also supports the strategic objectives and priorities in the Lanarkshire Transport Strategy, Local 
Plan and Single Outcome Agreement. 

9. Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications for the Council as a result of this report. 

10. Conclusion 

The work of the partnership is a good example of working effectively together to combine 
resources, knowledge and effort to create workable solutions. These are innovative projects with 
the development of cycle paths being linked not just to the pursuit of leisure and recreation but 
being developed so that they link with jobs and employment, and for the investment site owners to 
work together to develop sustainable bus transport options that can make their sites more 
attractive to investors and also benefit employers who can access a local labour market more 
easily. 

The outcome of the funding bid for North Lanarkshire Connector Service will determine the next 
stage of the partnership working but a positive result will lay the foundations for on-going joint 
working. 

11. Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee 

(i) 
(ii) 

Note the contents of the report 
Support the development of a North Lanarkshire Connector Bus Service 
partnership work of the Council, SPT and owners of strategic investment 
outlined in the report. 

Shirley Linton 
Head of Planning & Regeneration 

and the 
sites as 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Caitriona McAuley on 
01236632866 
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