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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Tourism Development 
Framework 

Purpose of the Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Committee of the Council’s input to Visit 
Scotland’s Tourism Development Framework. 

Bac kg rou nd 

The Tourism Development Framework for Scotland was co-ordinated and produced by Visit 
Scotland to support the national tourism strategy (Tourism Scotland 2020). Visit Scotland 
issued the draft framework for consultation in March 201 3. 

The document provides an overview of actions to support sustainable growth of the visitor 
economy in the Scottish planning system. This is to be achieved by a greater focus on co- 
ordination and engagement with the development plan system. The consultation process 
also sought to identify the future aspirations of stakeholders working in the visitor economy 
for each development planning authority. 

The framework is not statutory. Its primary purpose is to provide guidance to development 
planning authorities and inform new statutory development plans. 

Development Opportunities: Aspirations and Am bitions 

Planning and Regeneration Services responded to the Draft Tourism Development 
Framework for Scotland in March 2013. The response included a table of ‘potential 
opportunities’ for growing the visitor economy in North Lanarkshire and was prepared in 
consultation with the Strategic Planning Service. 

These were grouped under the key themes of Tourism Scotland 2020: transport 
improve men ts, accom mod at ion improvements, resort development , conference, exhi bit ion 
and event infrastructure and improving visitor attractions and experience. 
In July 201 3, Visit Scotland published the Tourism Development Framework for Scotland. 
The document included Aspirations and Ambitions (development opportunities) for North 
Lanarkshire. This document was informed by the submission that the Service made to the 
Tourism Development Framework and is viewed as fluid document that will require regular 
change and updates. 
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3.4 The Service has considered the information from Visit Scotland in this document and in 
consultation with relevant services a range of projects and opportunities were identified that 
have now been added. These included large scale and planned projects, examples of 
smaller scale business development projects, events and opportunities for development. 

3.5 The updated version of North Lanarkshire’s Aspirations and Ambitions will be used to 
inform the Tourism Development Framework and we therefore seek Committee approval of 
the North Lanarkshire submission (Appendix 1) . 

4. Financial Considerations 

4.1 Projects included have already been approved through relevant capital budgets and 
reporting mechanisms. Therefore it is considered that there are no additional financial 
considerations related to this exercise. 

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The Council remain committed to delivering growth in the visitor economy and work with 
Visit Scotland to contribute to the Tourism Development Framework. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 The Committee is asked to note the content of this report and approve the response to the 
Tourism Development Framework for Scotland. 

Shirley Linton 
Head of Planning and Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report please contact Jennifer Thomson, 
Economic Development Officer - Tourism - 01236 632625. 
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Appendix 1 Tourism Development Framework 21 Nov 2013 

Improving 
the 
Customer 
Journey 

Development 
Priority 

Digital 
Connectivity 

Transport 

Accommodation 

Project 

Scotland Broadband - Part funded with BT f700.000 
Town centre Free Wi-Fi Project. 

Work is ongoing to upgrade the A8, along with 
improvements to M73 / M74 / Raith Interchange. There is 
also further opportunity to capitalise on the recent M74 and 
M80 upgrades. 

Under the Edinburgh / Glasgow Improvement programme, 
Transport Scotland intends to electrify the Cumbernauld / 
Glasgow rail line by 2014 and reduce journey times and 
improve capacity on the Edinburgh / Glasgow via Croy line 
by 2017. This will maximise opportunities for access across 
North Lanarkshire by public transport. There is also 
potential to further capitalise on the Airdrie Bathgate rail 
link. 

Significant work has already been done to improve walking 
and cycling networks within North Lanarkshire to 
complement the resources provided by the Monkland and 
Forth and Clyde Canals. Further opportunities to improve 
these networks are welcomed. Smartways map of cycle 
routes is to be updated with funding from Transport 
Scotland. 

Opportunities to promote safe walking / cycling routes links 
between major sports facilities, such as the ‘Green Link’ 
linking Strathclyde Country Park and Ravenscraig Regional 
Sports Facility and centres are supported. 

Additional urban routes to facilitate cycling to work have 
been developed such as planned scheme to link Airdrie 
with Cairnhill, Calderbank and Chapelhall to the south of 
the town, and this should continue to be promoted. 

Cumbernauld Airport offers chartered flights and helicopter 
flights. This opportunity for high end / direct travel should be 
promoted. 
The development of canal accommodation and berthing 
facilities at Auchinstarry Marina, Kilsyth is expected to 
increase visitor numbers to the area and should continue to 
be encouraged. 

Country House development has some potential and work 
is required to identify potential opportunities for reuse of 
vacant or underutilised buildings. 

Opportunity for investment in self catering accommodation 
(where deficiencies are identified) bunkhouse provision, 
holiday parks and novel low carbon development which 
supports the wider ‘rural tourism product’. 
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Two new hotels are proposed as part of the Ravenscraig sit 
master plan) one business orientated and the other town 
centre) which will improve the accommodation offer in this 
I ocat i o n . 

There are opportunities to further promote and develop the 
following: 

0 

0 Auchinstarry Marina 
0 

0 

M &D’s Scotland Theme Park at Strathclyde Country 
Park. 

Regional Sports Facility at Ravenscraig which hosts 
many international events 
Destination Leisure and Shopping at Ravenscraig 

Strathclyde Country Park and the Loch is one of the venues 
for the Commonwealth Games 2014. Work is ongoing to 
find a long term solution to the water quality issue and allow 
the site to be fully developed and promoted for world class 
sporting events. 

The Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan 2009 - 2015, 
prepared by the Lanarkshire Area Tourism Partnership 
includes actions to promote natural, built and cultural 
heritage. 

Proposals to improve the area’s visitor experience and 
provide further attractions, especially in the day visitor 
market are welcome. There are also opportunities to extend 
the business tourism offering, which is being promoted 
through the newly developed visitlanarkshirevenues.com. 

There are opportunities to further develop the tourism offer 
in the following Tourism Development Areas (designated by 
the adopted North Lanarkshire Local Plan) 

Campsies / Carron Valley 
Forth and Clyde Canal - Auchinstarry 
Strathclyde Country Park 
Summerlee 

The adopted Local Plan also identifies a network of Country 
Parks to be further developed for tourism and recreation. 

Niche products and marketing include World Heritage Site 
Antonine Wall, and Summerlee Heritage Park. The 
development of day visitor attractions and business tourism 
around these attractions will continue to be promoted. 

The development of proposals at Ravenscraig will provide a 
destination shopping and leisure experience. 
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Providing 
Authentic 
Experienc 
es 

Food and Drink 

Nature Heritage 
and Activities 

Destination 
Towns and 
Cities 

Business 
Tourism 

Events and 
Festivals 

There are opportunities to further promote the golf product 
at Westerwood Hotel and various municipal courses across 
the area. Lochview Family Golf centre in Coatbridge has 
had over f 1 million investment and potentially has a key role 
to play in niche golf development programmes and training. 

There are opportunities to further promote Mountain Biking 
in Cumbernauld and Carron Valley and hillwalking and 
other active pursuits at various locations. 

Quality Assurance programmes and sustainable tourism 
standards e.g. Green Tourism Business scheme (or 
alternative schemes) are being proactively developed and 
should continue to be encouraged. 
Pan Lanarkshire Food and Drink Network being developed 
and recent publication with the List magazine listed key 
locations. 
Mountain Biking at Carron Valley and hillwalking and other 
active pursuits at various locations in North Lanarkshire. 
The adopted local plan also identifies a network of Country 
Parks to be further developed for tourism and recreation. 

Coatbridge - Summerlee and Time Capsule 
Kilsyth - gateway to Campsie hills and Carron Valley 

Opportunities for proposals linked to the Commonwealth 
Games 2014 and legacy opportunities, linked to hosting of 
Triathlon event in Strathclyde Country Park could stimulate 
demand and development opportunities for the region’s 
venues which are within easy access to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. 

Opportunities to capitalise on other important events 
including Celebrating Lanarkshire 2014, Year of 
Homecoming and Ryder Cup. 

Potential to increase business tourism and highlight smaller 
conference venues with easy access to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh . 
Encounters Arts Festival 
Shotts Highland Games 
Ongoing promotion of other events and festivals. 
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