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SUB−COMMITTEE EXCAMBION OF GROUND AT

GRAY STREET & STABLE
From: HEAD OF ENVIRONMENT & ESTATES ROAD, SHOTTS.

Date: 15 May 2014 Ref: DMcC

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek committee approval to an excambion of land at
Gray Street and Stable Road, Shotts between the council and Davidson Brothers
(Shafts) Limited.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The council is currently undertaking an extensive regeneration programme for the
Stane Gardens area within Shotts. Essentially this programme involves the
remediation of a large area of contaminated land through the creation of a country
park facility. A critical element of this will be extensive works to the South Calder
River which currently flows through the site. Approximately £1.65 million has been
secured from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency for these works to be
undertaken. The purpose of this funding is to restore the river to above ground level
where it has been culverted and to reinstate the river to its natural pathway and out
of the man made concrete channel.

2.2 A crucial part of the proposed river works involves the removal of the culvert and
causeway currently owned by Davidson Brothers (Shafts) Limited to ensure that the
river is restored to its natural state within this area and consequently achieves "good
status" in terms of SEPA's River Basin Management Plan. Acquisition of this land by
the council is therefore critical in ensuring that this objective is met.

2.3 The council have approached Davidson Brothers (Shotts) Limited with a view to
purchasing the required land. The Company supported the proposal to facilitate the
work to the South Calder Water but were also interested in acquiring some council
owned land adjacent to their property (shown as area 2 on the attached plan).

2.4 Following further discussions with both parties an excambion of ground was
proposed.

3. DESCRIPTION

3.1 Area 1 is the land to be transferred to the council and extends to 1395 sq.m. or
thereby. The land comprises a footpath and an undulating area of land.

3.2 Area 2 is the land to land to be transferred by the council to Davidson Brothers
(Shafts) Limitedand extends to 4275 sq.m. or thereby. The site is an undulating
grassed area of land with a number of trees throughout.
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4. TERMS FOR TRANSFER

4.1 Discussions have taken place between the council and W Davidson & Sons Limited
and a balancing figure of Twelve Thousand & Five Hundred pounds (12,500) will be
paid to the council to reflect the difference in the size of the areas of land to be
transferred.

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

5.1 The proposed excambion will enable the council to complete its proposals for the
upgrade of the South Calder Water.

5.2 The proposed excambion will generate a capital receipt and does not impact on the
operations of the council.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS.

6.1 It is recommended that the committee approve the excambion of land between the
council and Davidson Brothers (Shotts) Limited or their nominees on the terms as
outlined in 4.1 above.

6.2 All other terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Environment and
Estates.

KENNETH WILSON
Head of Environment & Estates

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact
Mary Anne Robb on 01236 632667.
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