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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 This report seeks to provide Committee with an update on the delivery of the Environmental
Key Fund (EKF) and distribution of Landfill Community Funds (LCF) received from North
Lanarkshire Council, in their previous capacity as a landfill operator; and Blacklaw Windfarm
Community Benefit Funds received from Scottish Power Renewables.

2. Background

2.1 The EKF, established in 2004 and re launched in June 2009, is an incorporated and enrolled
Distributing Environmental Body which is a completely separate entity from NLC.

3. Landfill Community Funds

3.1 The EKF has a responsibility to comply with the LCF regulations and to distribute LCF
generated by NLC as a landfill operator, at Auchinlea Landfill Site, in line with criteria set out
in the Landfill Tax Regulations and by ENTRUST, the LCF regulator who in turn are
managed by Her Majesty's Revenue & Customs.

3.2 The EKF is led by three member organisations, namely North Lanarkshire Council, Voluntary
Action North Lanarkshire, and Central Scotland Green Network Trust formerly known as
Central Scotland Forest Trust.

3.3 Operationally it comprises of a maximum of seven directors: one representative
from each of the above member organisations and a maximum of four co−opted directors
from the private, public and voluntary sector.

3.4 The EKF has primarily distributed funds, based on tax generated by landfill tonnage to the
Auchinlea Landfill Site, since 2004 and has dispersed around £1.8 million in landfill monies
to enable communities in North Lanarkshire to:

(i) provide or improve a public amenity for the purpose of leisure and recreation;
(ii) implement a biodiversity project; and/or
(iii) repair/maintain a listed building, place of worship and/or building of historical interest.



3.5 An overview of the EKF's current status and audited expenditure for LCF projects is outlined
as follows:

3.6 The EKF continues to hold LCF funds of circa £500,000 for distribution to live and new
commitments made during the financial period 2014/15.

3.7 However as a direct consequence of NLC's withdrawal as a landfill operator, at Auchenlea
landfill site, in March 2013 EKF will not be in a position to publish any further calls for
applications unless under spends are reported from existing projects.

4. Blacklaw Windfarm Community Benefit Funds

4.1 The EKF will continue to distribute community benefit funds which it receives from Scottish
Power Renewables for the Blacklaw Wind Farm for the following priorities:

(i) provide or improve a public park or other community facility for the purpose of leisure
and recreation;

(ii) protect or improve the conservation of identified Biodiversity Action Plan species or
habitats.;

(iii) repair/maintain a listed building, place of worship and/or building of historical interest
(with Grade A or B listed status);

(iv) encourage the more efficient us e of energy; and
(v) reduce fuel poverty.

4.2 Operationally the EKF has implemented best practice and aligned this programme to its
existing grants management process and also reports expenditure annually to Scottish
Power Renewables.

4.3 The EKF has received a total of £58,014, in small amounts, from Scottish Power
Renewables which reflects the small number of turbines presently located within this local
authority area.

4.4 The EKF has provided grant support of £18,489 for one project in Shotts, with a further
£30,000 and £9,525 committed to Shape Up Shotts and Allanton Play Park Enterprises
respectively.

4.5 It is anticipated that any further income generated from the second phase of the approved
development will increase significantly to at least £60,000 per annum when implemented.

4.6 The timeline for receipt of income from Scottish Power Renewables is entirely dependent on
the implementation of the approved second phase.

5. Recommendation

5.1 It is recommended that Committee

(i) note the contents of this report.

Shirley Linton
Head of Planning & Regeneration
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