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1. Purpose of report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update committee on the award of grants as part of
the Tackling Food Poverty Fund 2014−15 and other progress related to the Tackling
Food Poverty & Insecurity North Lanarkshire Strategic Framework 2014.

2. Background

2.1 In February 2014, as part of the 2014/15 budget, the Council approved investment of
£1 00K to support the findings and recommendations of a new report on food poverty
and insecurity in North Lanarkshire. Specifically; the Council agreed to provide
support as follows:

• Grant funding to the third sector − £85,000.

• Marketing campaign aimed at increasing the uptake of free school meals and
breakfast club provision − £7,500.

• Direct funding to pay membership to the Glasgow FareShare (GFS) operation
for community based food initiatives (including community cafe, food banks
etc) via piloting of a 'hub and spoke' model for North Lanarkshire − £7,500.

3. Tackling Food Poverty Grant Fund

3.1 The strategic aim of work on food poverty in North Lanarkshire is: To get affordable,
healthy food and other support services to people most in need on a sustainable
basis.

3.2 The new fund and grant award criteria was promoted on the Council website and
across the third sector networks. In line with the agreed strategic priorities applicants
were asked to set out how grant funding would support the third sector in:

a) Developing, maintaining and improving systems and services to ensure that
people in crisis have access to food.

b) Sourcing, warehousing and distributing food at low or no cost to support
activities which address food poverty.

c) Promoting access to affordable, healthier food and food preparation and
cooking skills − particularly in deprived communities.



d) Maxirnising volunteering, employability and training gains for priority groups
from all food poverty activities.

3.3 Two levels of grant funding were available, level 1 being up to £2k and level 2 being
grants of between £2k and £10k.

3.4 18 applications in total were received from 13 third sector organisations totalling
around £145K. All applications were assessed according the agreed criteria and all
available funding has now been fully allocated (E85,000) via 15 grant awards
approved to 12 organisations, which are:

• G.O.L.D Group

• Kilsyth Community Food Bank

• Lanarkshire Community Food &
Health Partnership

• Kirkshaws Neighbourhood Centre

• Glenboig Neighbourhood House

• Calderbank Parish Church Food
Bank

• Kings Church Motherwell

• Glasgow Simon Community

• Cornerstone Bethlehem House of
Bread Food Bank

• BASICS Food Bank

• Take Heart for The Nations Food
Bank

• Global Education Centre
Coatbridge Food Bank

4. Marketing Campaign

4.1 The availability of breakfast clubs and access to free school meals (FSM) in North
Lanarkshire predates the impact of the recent changes to welfare reform. The
positive impact of free school meals and: breakfast clubs on a child's health and
wellbeing is well documented and can have a profound effect on household food
insecurity.

4.2 In January 2014 the Scottish Government announced that all Scottish P1−P3 pupils
will receive free school meals from January 2015. There are 12,063 P1−3 pupils on
the school roll across North Lanarkshire schools, with 2703 pupils currently entitled.
The current level of uptake in North Lanarkshire primaries averages 47.6% for all
school meals.

4.3 The council allocated £7,500 of the Food Poverty Funding to a marketing campaign
which will:

• Promote breakfast clubs and free school meals on the council fleet I
other commercially operated buses (Bus Ads) and

• produce a leaflet for pupils P1−P3 and poster advertising campaign for
primary schools

5. FareShare Pilot

5.1 The council has been working alongside Lanarkshire Community Food and Health
Partnership (LCFHP) to test a hub and spoke model' for food distribution. Glasgow
FareShare West of Scotland (GFSWS) will act as the hub and LCFHP as the spoke;
thereafter, distributing supplies to community food members across North
Lanarkshire.



This' would be the first of this model for GFSWS (which redistributes surplus food
which would otherwise go to landfill) andwe anticipate this could be in place by
November 2014. This pilot has been allocated £7,500 from the approved budget.

6. Monitoring and Reporting
6.1 As outlined to committee in May 2014, an interim report was scheduled for December

2014. A final report on performance against spend for the £1 00k of Council funding
will now be reported back to committee in spring 2015

7. Conclusion
7.1 Food poverty cannot be addressed in isolation. Responses must connect, support

and be informed by a number of other key services, developments and initiatives
currently being delivered by the public and i'oluntary sector locally.

7.2 The development of this new framework and the council's assistance in providing
£1 00k of funding to support the Strategic Action Areas will further strengthen existing
partnerships and the 3rd sector to address c1allenges around food poverty.

8. Recommendations
8.1 It recommended that committee:

(i) Note the progress to date on council activity and spend to address food
poverty and insecurity.
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