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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

To: REGENERATION SERVICES COMMllTEE 

From: HEAD OF REGENERATION SERVICES 

Date: 14 January 2009 Rep: 1389 

Subject: Old Wellwynd Church 
Redevelopment 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to request the awarding of a specialist works contract to 
Burial Ground Services, for works at the Old Wellwynd Church, Airdrie. 

Background 

North Lanarkshire Council (NLC) and Clyde Valley Housing Association (CVHA) are 
developing the Old Wellwynd Church, Airdrie, into a Social Enterprise Centre. This is 
one of Regeneration Services’ flagship developments within the Corporate Plan 2008- 
201 2. 

Burial Ground remains have been identified on the site, which require to be exhumed 
due to the approved construction. These remains are significant, covering almost the 
entire site. While approximately 400 top level graves have been mapped, it is 
anticipated these may be in lairs, increasing the final number to be exhumed. Exhumed 
remains will be re-located to New Monklands Cemetery. 

Exhumation requires agreement from a Sheriff Officer to proceed. NLC’s Legal Services 
are leading on this process, with support from the Open Spaces and Cemeteries 
Manager. This has been undertaken in parallel to securing tenders for exhumation. 
Should legal agreement not be secured, this award will not proceed. 

Mass exhumation is a specialist activity, with relatively few companies providing this 
service. NLC does not have a specialist contractor list for this activity. In accordance 
with NLC’s Contract Standing Orders, this tender was advertised on the Procurement 
website. 

Considering the limited number of companies involved in this activity, identified 
companies were advised of the tender call, in order to ensure bids were received. Five 
companies were advised: - 

0 UK Exhumation Service 
0 

0 Cherished Land 
0 TOOP Exhumation Services Ltd 
0 Turfsoil Ltd 

Peter Mitchell Associates / Burial Ground Services 
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Bidder 

Burial Ground Services 

Tenders 

Total Bid Expenses Evaluation Score 
Value 
(Excluding 
VAT) 
f100,OOO Included Single tender and meets both 

qualitative and cost assessment 

The successful contractor was Burial Ground Services at a contract value of up to f100,OOO. 
Given the nature of the contract a contingency of f20,000 has been allocated to the project from 
within the overall project budget. 

Corporate Considerations 

This contract has been procured following full consultation with the Councils’ Legal Services and 
Open Spaces and Cemeteries Manager. Funds for the contract are identified within the 
approved 2008-09 Capital programme. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee approves the awarding of the specialist works 
contract to Burial Ground Services, up to a value of f100,000, for works at the Old 
Wellwynd Church, Airdrie. 
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