
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

To: REGENERATION SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF REGENERATION SERVICES 

Date: 14 January 2009 Ref: 1398 

Subject: Unterfranconia Show (UFRA) 
2008, Schweinfurt, Germany 

1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to provide feedback to Committee on the Unterfrankenschau 
(UFRA) event, which took place in Schweinfurt, Germany from Saturday 27 September - 
Sunday 5 October 2008. 

2. Background 

2.1. The Unterfrankenschau (UFRA), which takes place biennially, is a prestigious consumer 
show where local businesses exhibit a wide range of products and services. The event also 
involves Schweinfurt’s twin towns - North Lanarkshire, Chateaudun in France and Seinajoki 
in Finland, who each take stand space at the event to showcase local products and services 
and promote tourism as well as economic links to their areas. 

2.2.1 As Committee is aware, North Lanarkshire Council approved grant assistance to the Friends 
of Schweinfurt Twinning Association in respect of their participation at UFRA for the 
purchase of products and services for the exhibition, up to a maximum of f3500. Approval 
was also granted for two elected members to attend the event. 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

UFRA 2008 

North Lanarkshire Council was represented by Councillor Harry Curran, Vice Convener of 
Regeneration Services Committee, Convener of P&R, Finance & Customer Services and an 
Economic Development Officer from Regeneration Services, along with the Twinning 
Association’s representatives, Chairman, and his wife, Secretary, a piper from Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue Pipe Band. 

UFRA was visited by around 135,000 people from Schweinfurt and surrounding parts of 
Bavaria, with over 400 exhibitors displaying products and services. The North Lanarkshire 
stand was situated in the main hall with the other twin towns and attracted a large number of 
visitors, having available a range of local Scottish products, including: Glenfiddich whisky 
miniatures from Wm Grant; real ales, caramel shortcake and confectionery from Kerr’s 
Bakery, Holytown; biscuits from Border Biscuits; Scott’s whisky marmalade; sweets from 
Lees of Scotland and iced gingerbread from Bell Bakers, Shotts, as well as some Scottish 
themed giftware. The products proved very popular with visitors to the stand and in 
addition there was a range of tourist information and brochures available, from Visit 
Scotland, the Lanarkshire Brand and Lanarkshire tourism and image projects. 
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Interest was expressed in some of the products by some local retailers in Schweinfurt. 
Details have been passed on to the relevant Lanarkshire companies to pursue possible 
future trade links. 

The North Lanarkshire delegation attended a number of official receptions and meetings 
during UFRA, including an official reception hosted by Oberburgermeisterin Grieser for the 
representatives of the three twin towns and a reciprocal reception at the following evening, 
hosted by the three twin towns, for the Stadt Schweinfurt officials and the Schweinfurt 
twinning associations and a Harvest Festival in the neighbouring town of Senfeld. 

The piper with the North Lanarkshire delegation was invited to several of the schools to 
perform and talk to pupils and interest has again been raised in developing school links 
between the two areas. Oberburgermeisterin Grieser, in fact, announced at the reception 
hosted by Stadt Schweinfurt that she had now appointed an officer to pursue the possibility 
of restarting student exchange visits. Contact has already been made with North 
Lanarkshire Council by Stadt Schweinfurt and this is being progressed. 

Councillor Curran and Councillor Pentland also attended several meetings and had 
discussions with officials from Schweinfurt in respect of developing economic and 
educational links. 

Conclusion 

UFRA is a worthwhile twinning event, which allows North Lanarkshire not only to promote 
important economic and educational links, but also to promote the North Lanarkshire area. 
A burgerreise from Schweinfurt will take place next year, where members of the Friends of 
North Lanarkshire and officials from the Stadt Schweinfurt will visit North Lanarkshire, which 
will further strengthen these links. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee notes the contents of this report. 

Maureen McConachie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Isobc 
Long, Economic Development Officer on 01698 302847. 


