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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to note action taken under delegated authority, by the 
Convener and Head of Regeneration Services, to submit the Councils’ response to the BIG 
Lottery Consultation on its future funding priorities and (2) to note that the Council has co- 
ordinate a response on behalf of the North Lanarkshire partnership. 

Background and Context 

The BIG Lottery is currently carrying out a consultation to help them plan for the future and 
shape their funding policies from 2009 - 2015. The responses will guide how they award 
funds to projects in order to help BIG make the biggest impact with the Lottery pound. 

The process will involve BIG looking: 

0 back on their accumulated experience of more than 10 years of Lottery funding and 
reflecting on what they view as working well 

0 looking at what has been achieved to date; and 
0 what can be done better in the next funding period between 2009 and 2015. 

BIG has identified 10 ‘BIG Questions’ which it would like to be answered across the 
UK. The responses will help to frame their overall strategy for 2009 -15. In addition, for 
each of the four countries of the UK there are supplementary questions which reflect the 
individual priorities of England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

The consultation closed on 27 February 2009. A summary of the consultation responses 
will be published in summer 2009 and will inform BIG’S future funding priorities. 

Response to Consultation (please also refer to Appendix One) 

The Physical Regeneration and Funding Team has attended 2 consultation workshops with 
the BIG Lottery; the first with other Scottish Local Authorities and the second with Scottish 
Charitable Trusts Scottish Government and other funders. The team will also attend a 
general consultation workshop which will focus on voluntary sector responses to the 
consultation. 

An NLC response has been prepared on the basis of the responses from Council Services 
and the consultation sessions with the Big Lottery. A copy of the full response to both the 
UK and Scottish questions is attached for information (as Appendix One) but in summary 
the main issues are: 
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BIG priorities should add value to, complement and reflect local need 

BIG should establish a long-range, unified and broad direction in policy 
areas aligned to Single Outcome Agreements 

BIG should be clear and concise in its strategic dialogue which represents 
an effort to understand and utilise strategic planning ideas arising from 
Community Planning Partnerships 

BIG should allocate limited resources, via a partnership process in a more 
rational, and “results-producing” way 

BIG should build in an evaluation component to monitor and revise its 
overall strategic approach as it progresses to become more responsive 
and accountable to current and emerging need. 

Response to Consultation from North Lanarkshire Partnership 

The North Lanarkshire Partnership, via its’ funding sub group (the Partnership Hub) have 
also submitted a response. This was co-ordinated by Regeneration Services and submitted 
by the North Lanarkshire Partnership Board. The response was in line with the comments 
submitted from the Council. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Council, via Regeneration Services, will also contribute to the responses being 
prepared by the network of Scottish Local Authority External Funding Officers (SLOG), the 
Scottish Region of the Alliance and through COSLA. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Regeneration Committee: 

i) note action taken under delegated authority, by the Convener and Head of 
Regeneration Services, to submit the Councils’ response to the BIG Lottery 
Consultation on its future funding priorities 

ii) notes that the Council will co-ordinate a response on behalf of the North 
Lanarkshire Partnership. 

Maureen McConachie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Ellen Archibald, 01698 302446 
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