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Date: 27 May 2009 1 Rep: 1442 

Subject: BIG Lottery Funding 

1. 

1 .I 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the BIG Lottery’s intention to pilot a 
geographical neighbourhood approach to the disbursement of funds, of which North 
Lanarkshire will be one of the selected areas. 

Background 

The Big Lottery requested a meeting with members of the North Lanarkshire Partnership 
Hub on the in April 2009 to discuss developing a strategic approach to geographical “Big 
Lottery cold spots” - areas which were not attracting BIG Lottery funds at the levels that they 
should be. 

The meeting was attended by representatives of the Council, the NLVDA and the CVS and 
the Voluntary Sector partnership Group of the NLP. 

This targeted approach is in order to achieve the outcomes set for the Big Lottery in areas 
where they have identified under - activity. The BIG Lottery has retained funds from its main 
programmes in order to carry out specific interventions like this, if required. 

The BIG Lottery has set aside f 9 million for activity in five areas in Scotland of which North 
Lanarkshire is one. As a result of this each neighbourhood selected will receive a minimum 
of f1,000,000 in grant. The general approach presented to date has been based on the 
selection of a neighbourhood using SlMD data. 

To facilitate the provision of grant funding, BIG Lottery intend to let a contract for circa 
f500,000 to support community engagement and capacity building in each neighbourhood 
selected within each of the five Scottish areas. 

The result of this process will develop a vision document for a selected neighbourhood in 
each of the five areas along with local organisations. The neighbourhood should be 5,000 - 
10,000 in terms of population size. The process will target community development support, 
stimulate demand and build capacity. 

It is intended to start this process in Autumn, with the vision document completed six months 
after that in the Spring 2010 and projects submitting outline proposals by summer 
2010.There would then be a maximum of a six month period for submission of the full bids 
which could take the start date of any projects into the first part of 201 1. 
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3. 

3.1 

3.2 

North Lanarkshire Response 

The Council and Community Planning Partners, through the Partnership Hub, are working in 
partnership with BIG Lottery with the key aim being to maximise both the level of grant to be 
made available and the outcomes arising from this. 

It is essential that BIG Lottery work in partnership with key agencies in North Lanarkshire, at 
a strategic level initially, to ensure that the identification of a 'neighbourhood' is based on 
both SlMD data and also, crucially, ongoing and planned activities and services delivered by 
key Partners. 

This approach would fit well with the community planning structures and partnerships which 
are already successfully working across North Lanarkshire. It is the explicit view of the 
Partners that this approach is the only way to ensure that grant funds made available are 
uti I ised effectively . 

BIG Lottery agreed that the Partnership Hub prepare and present a paper on the best model 
for delivery of the proposed ring fenced grant funds. This proposal will be co-ordinated by 
Regeneration Services and will include mapping existing activities and identifying 
opportunities to enhance services in areas of need. The deadline for submission of the 
proposal to BIG Lottery is June 10" 2009. 

4.0 Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

notes the ongoing partnership working with BIG Lottery and that an update report will 
be presented in due course. 

i> 

bhaureen McConachie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Diane McGill, 
telephone 01 236 302835 
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