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COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP- 5 May 2009 

Municipal Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge, 5 May 2009 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

PRESENT 

Councillor Brooks, Convener; Councillors Clarke, Ferrie, McWilliams, Maginnis, Shields and Smith, North 
Lanarkshire Council; Alex Forrest and Andrew MacDonald, Coatbridge Community Forum; Liz Kearney, NHS 
Lanarkshire; Lorna Yuill, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, and Superintendent Henry Campbell, Strathclyde 
Police. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Brooks (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Mark Hamill, Administrative Officer (Committee and Civic Governance Services), Corporate Services; Michele 
Battersby, Local Regeneration Manager and Ewan Green, Physical Regeneration and Funding Manager, Chief 
Executive’s Office; Carolyn Whitten, Planning Officer and Andrew MacKenzie, Customer Services Manager, 
Environmental Services, Raymond Taylor, Community Social Work Manager, Housing and Social 
Services; Joe McAvoy, Quality Improvement Manager, Learning and Leisure Services, and Inspector 
Wylie, Strathclyde Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Higgins and Welsh. 

work 
Colin 

CONVENER’S REMARKS 

The Convener advised that Councillor Wilson had resigned as an Elected Member for Coatbridge North and 
Glenboig Ward and paid tribute to the service he provided to his constituents and also to his meaningful role in 
the development of the Local Area Partnership and wished him every success in the future. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. The meeting noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP AND COATBRIDGE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTES 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Coatbridge Local Area Partnership and 
Coatbridge Area Committee held on 17 February 2009. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be noted. 

RECYCLE FOR GOOD 

3. Andrew MacKenzie, Customer Services Manager, North Lanarkshire Council provided a detailed 
presentation entitled “Recycle for Good” in relation to North Lanarkshire Council’s recycling initiatives 
(1) summarising the background to the introduction of the alternate week collection, and (2) providing 
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details in relation to (a) blue bin performance; (b) brown bin collection scheme; (c) kerbside glass 
collection system; (d) bring sites; (e) special uplift service; (9 recycling centres; (9) supporting 
activities; (h) flatted properties system; (i) node recycling system; (j) kitchen waste trials, and (k) 
recycle for good charitable donations. 

Thereon, Andrew MacKenzie responded to questions raised by members of the Local Area 
Partnership. 

Arising from discussion, members of the Partnership (1) expressed concerns regarding tenants and 
owner occupiers permanently leaving their wheelie bins out on the kerbside, particularly in flatted 
areas, and requested that a joint report by the Head of Housing Services, Head of Protective Services 
and Head of Roads and Transportation be presented to the next meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership setting out the options available to the Council to alleviate the problem, and (2) noted that 
the Council has made a number of charitable donations as a direct result of the Recycle for Good 
Initiative and suggested that the Head of Protective Services should liaise with the Head of Corporate 
Communications with a view to publicising the Council’s charitable donations which would also serve 
to promote recycling within North Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) that a further report be submitted to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership setting out 
the options available to the Council in respect of tenantdowner occupiers who permanently 
leave their wheelie bins on the kerbside; 

(2) that the Head of Land Services liaise with the Head of Corporate Communications in order to 
publicise the Council’s charitable donations in respect of the Recycle for Good Initiative, and 

(3) that the terms of the presentation be otherwise noted. 

COATBRIDGE COMMUNITY FORUM UPDATE 

4. There was submitted a report from Coatbridge Community Forum (1) intimating that the Secretary had 
sought clarification on a number of transport issues from Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT); 
(2) intimating that the Forum had requested clarification on various shop and commercial properties 
which were vacant within Coatbridge and whether the Council would be in a position to allow 
organisations and businesses to make use of the properties at a subsidised rent or free in return for 
maintenance of the building, and (3) indicating that the Forum had hosted a presentation on the Keep 
Scotland Beautiful Campaign and representatives of the Forum had undertaken work with the local 
champion on the Coatbridge bid. 

Thereon Alex Forrest provided an update on the Community Forum’s discussions with David Smith, 
Area Commander, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Service and intimated that the combined aerial 
platform pump had been removed from Coatbridge Fire Station and that operational restructuring had 
placed additional burdens on Coatbridge Fire Station. 

The Convener advised that a meeting would be arranged between himself and the Chair of 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Board and the Area Commander to discuss the issues highlighted and 
an update would be provided to a future meeting of the Local Area Partnership. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Property Services issue a copy of the Council’s protocol for letting empty 
properties to Coatbridge Community Forum for information, and 

(2) that it be noted the Convener would meet with the Chair of the Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
Board and the Area Commander to discuss the concerns raised by the Forum in relation to 
the removal of the combined aerial platform pump. 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY REPORT 

5. There was submitted a joint report by Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, Strathclyde Police and Housing 
and Social Work Services advising of progress made and the outcomes from the Community Safety 
Sub-Groups and other relevant areas of joint work between partners in the Coatbridge area and 
details of live anti-social behaviour cases. 

Thereon, Superintendent Campbell and Inspector Wylie, Strathclyde Police, and Lorna Yuill, 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, were heard in further explanation of the report. 

In response to concerns raised regarding community policing, Superintendent Campbell intimated that 
he would arrange a meeting with the elected Members of the Local Area Partnership to discuss their 
concerns. 

Members of the Local Area Partnership requested that an officer from Housing and Social Work 
Services attend future meetings of the Local area Partnership to deal with the community safety report 
and other issues relating to housing services. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that Superintendent Campbell would be meeting with elected members of the 
Partnership to discuss concerns about Community Policing; 

(2) that it be requested that the Executive Director of Housing and Social Work arrange to be 
represented at future meetings of the Partnership when the Community Safety Report is 
being considered, and 

(3) otherwise noted the terms of the report. 

COATBRIDGE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

6. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of Coatbridge Area Committee held on 
17 February 2009, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 March 2009 by the Head of 
Planning and Development providing an update on the progress of the projects contained within the 
Town Centre Action Plan. 

Thereon, Carolyn Whitten, Planning Officer was heard in further explanation of the report. 

Decided: that the progress of the projects contained within the Coatbridge Town Centre Action 
Plan be noted. 

HERITAGE LISTING OF FORMER SHARKS MOUTH BUILDING, BANK STREET, COATBRIDGE 

7. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of Coatbridge Area Committee held on 
17 February 2009, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 March 2009 by the Head of 
Planning and Development (1) intimating that the row of buildings at 1 Ross Street and 1-13 Bank 
Street were listed in October 2005 and were designated as Category C Buildings, and (2) enclosing in 
Appendix 1 to the report, the listing description which indicates that the former Sharks Mouth building 
in Bank Street is a well detailed multiple use building of the late 19 century which was designed by an 
important local architect, and sits in a prominent location on the main road into the Town Centre. 

Thereon, Carolyn Whitten, Planning Officer was heard in further explanation of the report. 

The Convener intimated that the Head of Property Services had previously given an indicative cost of 
f700,OOO to convert the Council owned properties in Bank Street into flatted dwellings and proposed 
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that the Head of Property services should provide clarification on the indicative cost of converting the 
Council owned properties in Bank Street into flatted dwellings. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Property Services be asked to provide clarification on the indicative cost of 
converting the Council owned properties in Bank Street into flatted dwellings, and 

(2) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

8. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of Coatbridge Area Committee held on 
17 February 2009, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 April 2009 by the Head of 
Planning and Development detailing projects contained within the Local Development Programme for 
delivery in 2009/2010 (1) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report an update on projects identified for 
delivery in financial year 2008/2009, and (2) detailing in Appendix 2 to the report, a list of projects for 
delivery in 2009/2010, and a holding list for future consideration. 

Thereon, Michele Battersby was heard in further explanation of the report, 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress in delivering the projects for 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 be approved and 
noted. and 

(2) that it be recommended to the Area Committee that the progress in delivering the projects, 
further alterations or additions to the Programme be reported to future meetings of the Local 
Area Partnership. 

JOINT COMMUNITY PLANNING EVENT REPORT 

9. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of Coatbridge Area Committee held on 
17 February 2009 when it was recommended that the Chief Executive submit a full report to the next 
meeting of the Local Area Partnership, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 May 2009 by 
the Chief Executive regarding the Joint Community Planning Event which took place on 16 January 
2009 (1) enclosing in Appendix 1 to the report, the full report on the Community Planning Event which 
detailed the key findings and a range of issues raised by the partners; (2) indicating that North 
Lanarkshire Partnership Officers Group had considered the key findings of the report and proposed a 
range of improvement actions to drive forward the agenda across the Community Planning Partners; 
(3) setting out, in Appendix 2 to the report, the Action Plan which contained the key improvement 
action areas, and (4) detailing at Appendix 3 to the report, the calendar of events for 2009/2010. 

Thereon, Michele Battersby was heard in further explanation of the report. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be recommended to the Area Committee, that the Action Plan containing the key 
improvements actions as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report be approved; 

(2) that it be recommended to the Area Committee, that further update reports be submitted to 
future meetings of the Local Area Partnership, and 

(3) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

10. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of Coatbridge Area Committee held on 
17 February 2009 when, inter alia, it was agreed that an updated version of the Plan would be 
presented to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership for consideration, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 5 May 2009 by the Chief Executive enclosing the Neighbourhood 
Improvement Plan for the Coatbridge area (1) outlining the background to the Plan, and (2) proposing 
that the Neighbourhood Improvement Plan for the Coatbridge area be formally published and become 
the key working document of the Local Area Partnership reflecting the needs and aspirations of the 
local community, promoting partnership working and improving local services. 

Thereon, Michele Battersby was heard in further explanation of the report. 

Arising from discussion, the Convener informed Members of the Partnership that Coatbridge Job 
Centre had closed and proposed that representatives of Job Centre Plus be invited to the next 
meeting of the Local Area Partnership to outline the arrangements in place for dealing with the needs 
of residents of Coatbridge. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Neighbourhood Improvement Plan 2009/2011 for the Coatbridge area be approved, 
and 

(2) that Job Centre Plus be invited to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership to outline 
the arrangements in place for dealing with enquiries from the residents of Coatbridge. 

FAIRTRADE SCOTLAND - BECOMING A FAIR TRADE NATION 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 May 2009 by the Chief Executive setting out details 
on how communities can achieve Fairtrade Status for their area and, in turn, help toward the Scottish 
Government’s aim to achieve Fairtrade Nation Status for Scotland in 2010 (1) intimating that Fairtrade 
was a trading partnership which sought to establish greater equity in international trade; (2) indicating 
that the specific targets had been set for the Council and North Lanarkshire communities; (3) advising 
that Motherwell and its surrounding villages achieved Fairtrade Zone Status in 2007 and the Group 
had produced a directory of information and locations to buy fairtrade goods in the Motherwell Area, 
and (4) setting out the criteria that towns and villages required to meet in order to achieve Fairtrade 
Status. 

Thereon, Michele Battersby was heard in further explanation of the report. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Local Area Partnership consider how organisations within the Coatbridge area could 
support the Fairtrade movement and encourage the use of Fairtrade products; 

(2) that Community Forum members, community groups, schools and places of worship within 
their areas be encouraged to use and promote the use of Fairtrade products, and 

(3) that the Local Area Partnerships promote to the local community the benefits of becoming a 
Fairtrade area. 

NHS LANARKSHIRE - NORTH COMMUNITY HEALTH PARTNERSHIP - UPDATE 

12. There was submitted a report by Jim Wright, General Manager, NHS Lanarkshire (1) providing an 
update on the Keep Well activity for the period up to 31 March 2009; (2) intimating that the interim 

111 



COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP- 5 May 2009 

report on Keep Well activity highlighted the need for partners to consider how best to engageltarget 
the most hard to reach groups; (3) advising that the enhanced service to care homes was almost 
complete in the Coatbridge area and all but nine residents had successfully transferred their GP 
practice to the two GP practices providing the enhanced service; (4) informing that the national review 
of access to general practices was now complete and that the results would be made public in June 
2009, and (5) indicating that a further two GP practices had joined the growing number of practices 
offering earlier morning and late evening appointments which were additional, not substitute, 
appointments. 

Thereon, Liz Kearney was heard in further explanation of the report. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

COATDYKE REGENERATION MASTERPLAN 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 May 2009 by the Head of Regeneration Services 
providing an overview of the work being undertaken to develop a Masterplan which would guide the 
physical regeneration of the Coatdyke area (1) intimating that the Masterplan would identify 
opportunities for the economic and environmental regeneration of the Coatdyke area, and (2) 
enclosing, in Appendix 1 to the report, plans showing the area which would be contained within the 
Masterplan. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be recommended to the Area Committee, that further update reports be submitted to 
future meetings of the Local Area Partnership, and 

(2) that the progress of the work being undertaken to date be noted. 
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Coatbridge, 5 May 2009 at 4 pm. 

A Meeting of the COATBRIDGE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Brooks, Convener; Councillors Clarke, Ferrie, McWilliams, Magin nis, Shields and Smith. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Brooks (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

Administrative Officer (Committee and Civic Governance Services), Corporate Services; Local Regeneration 
Manager and Physical Regeneration and Funding Manager, Chief Executive’s Office; Planning Officer and 
Customer Services Manager, Environmental Services; Community Social Work Manager, Housing and Social 
Work Services, and Quality Improvement Manager, Learning and Leisure Services. 

ALSO IN AlTENDANCE 

Alex Forrest and Andrew MacDonald, Coatbridge Community Forum; Liz Kearney, NHS Lanarkshire; Lorna 
Yuill, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, and Superintendent Henry Campbell and Inspector Colin Wylie, Strathclyde 
Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Higgins and Welsh. 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC 
LIFE ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

Decided: the meeting noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

2. CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 
HELD ON 5 MAY 2009 

The Committee gave consideration to the recommendations made by the Coatbridge Local Area 
Partnership at its meeting held on 5 May 2009 and agreed in respect of each item, the following:- 

(1) COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP AND COATBRIDGE AREA 
COMMITTEE - MINUTES 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be noted. 
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(2) RECYCLE FOR GOOD 

Decided: 

(1) that a further report be submitted to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership 
setting out the options available to the Council in respect of tenantdowner occupiers 
who permanently leave their wheelie bins on the kerbside; 

(2) that the Head of Land Services liaise with the Head of Corporate Communications in 
order to publicise the Council’s charitable donations in respect of the Recycle for 
Good Initiative, and 

(3) that the terms of the presentation be otherwise noted. 

(3) COATBRIDGE COMMUNITY FORUM UPDATE 

Decided : 

(1) that the Head of Property Services issue a copy of the Council’s protocol for letting 
empty properties to Coatbridge Community Forum for information, and 

(2) that it be noted the Convener would meet with the Chair of the Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue Board and the Area Commander to discuss the concerns raised by the 
Forum in relation to the removal of the combined aerial platform pump. 

(4) COMMUNITY SAFETY REPORT 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that Superintendent Campbell would be meeting with elected 
members of the Partnership to discuss concerns about Community Policing; 

(2) that it be requested that the Executive Director of Housing and Social Work arrange 
to be represented at future meetings of the Partnership when the Community Safety 
Report is being considered, and 

(3) otherwise noted the terms of the report. 

(5) COATBRIDGE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

Decided: that the progress of the projects contained within the Coatbridge Town Centre 
Action Plan be noted. 
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(6) HERITAGE LISTING OF FORMER SHARKS MOUTH BUILDING, BANK STREET, 
COATBRIDGE 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Property Services be asked to provide clarification on the indicative 
cost of converting the Council owned properties in Bank Street into flatted dwellings, 
and 

(2) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 

(7) LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress in delivering the projects for 200812009 and 2009/2010 be approved 
and noted, and 

(2) that the progress in delivering the projects, further alterations or additions to the 
Programme be reported to future meetings of the Local Area Partnership. 

(8) JOINT COMMUNITY PLANNING EVENT REPORT 

Decided: 

(1) that the Action Plan containing the key improvements actions as detailed in Appendix 
2 to the report be approved; 

(2) that further update reports be submitted to future meetings of the Local Area 
Partnership, and 

(3) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 

(9) NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Decided: 

(1) that the Neighbourhood Improvement Plan 2009/2011 for the Coatbridge area be 
approved, and 

(2) that Job Centre Plus be invited to the next meeting of the Local Area Partnership to 
outline the arrangements in place for dealing with enquiries from the residents of 
Coatbridge. 
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(10) FAIRTRADE SCOTLAND - BECOMING A FAIR TRADE NATION 

Decided: 

(1) that the Local Area Partnership consider how organisations within the Coatbridge 
area could support the Fairtrade movement and encourage the use of Fairtrade 
products; 

(2) that Community Forum members, community groups, schools and places of worship 
within their areas be encouraged to use and promote the use of Fairtrade products, 
and 

(3) that the Local Area Partnerships promote to the local community the benefits of 
becoming a Fairtrade area. 

(11) NHS LANARKSHIRE - NORTH COMMUNITY HEALTH PARTNERSHIP - UPDATE 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

(12) COATDYKE REGENERATION MASTERPLAN 

Decided: 

(1) that further update reports be submitted to future meetings of the Local Area 
Partnership, and 

(2) that the progress of the work being undertaken to date be noted. 
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