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SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 14 DECEMBER 2000 

_ _ ~  

Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Council held in the 
Community Hall on Thursday 14 December 2000 

PRESENT 
H. McCall. [Chair] W. Queen, N. McCann, M. Hinds, 
J. Keir, 0. McAvoy, J. Wilson, G. Stephen. 

ALSO PRESENT 
Cllr. B. Brady. North Lanarkshire Council. 
Mr J. Bell, Quarry Manager, Bardon Aggregates. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 9 November 2000 were submitted and approved. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
2. Members are awaiting confirmation from Lanarkshire Health Council regarding matters in 

relation to the medical facilities at the Salsburgh Community Hall. 

CHRISTMAS BONUS 
3. Community Council members are to distribute the North Lanarkshire Council Christmas 

Bonus to the elderly residents of the village on Saturday 16 December 2000. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
North Lanarkshire Touncil 
Karen Whitefield, MSP 
ASCC 
SLGIU 
Lanarkshire Health Council 
Forward Scotland 
West of Scotland Water 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

VILLAGE CURFEW 
4. A number of members of the Community Counci1 initiated discussion relating to the 

possibility of a village curfew in an attempt to curtail the amounts of youths and younger 
persons congregating in numbers and for purposes which are causing alarm and annoyance 
to various members of the local community both young and old. 
Members were informed that a new community policeman has taken post replacing the 
previous community police officer [PC Bums]. The Community Council is to extend a 
invitation to the replacement officer, [and his colleague] to attend a future Community 
Council meeting where curfew and other matters can be discussed. 
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At this point Mr John Bell, quarry manager of Bardon Aggregates at Duntilland Quarry entered 
and was introduced to the meeting by the chair. 

BARDON AGGREGATES 
5 .  Mr Bell informed members that he had been appointed quarry manager in June 2000 and 

had been looking forward to the opportunity of meeting the community council. Members 
were informed that the quarry had donated funds to the Shottskirk primary school to allow 
them to avail themselves of a Christmas outing. Funds were also donated to St. Aloysius 
School which took the form of vouchers for the schoolchildren of the Salsburgh viIIage. 
MI Bell also informed members that possible assistance could be forthcoming from the 
quarry to help block off the areas of the village which are causing concern due to the 
numbers of burnt out and abandoned vehicles littering the area. Instances of40 burnt out 
wrecks and vehicle shefls were quoted as littering the area of the Raven Loch. 
A number of other matters in relation to possible environmental improvements or specific 
larger scale developments was  SO higfilightzd bit iiot discwed in detail. 
Mr Bell was thanked for his attendance and input to the meeting, he then left the meeting. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
6. Members discussed the problems relating to buses serving the village to other areas. 

Heated discussion took place regarding the bus timings that seem to be running for the 
benefit of the bus operators serving other areas of North Lanarkshire and leaving the 
residents of Salsburgh with difficulty to either get to places at appropriate times at morning 
or in the evening, while buses were seemingly laid on to transport persons from the village 
during the middle of the day when not as many persons required transportation. 
Members were informed that non subsidised bus services can run to whatever timetables 
they submit to the trafic commissioners and they do not have to chatlge their timings to 
accommodate the travelling public, they merely operate to maximise their own returns. 
The community council newsletter from Karen Whitefield was highlighted where she 
emphasised that public transport continues to be one of the most commonly raised problems 
at her surgeries. 
The point was emphasised that National Government, the Scottish Parliament, Local 
Government and its elected councillors as well as bus operators all have a part to play in the 
,public transport system and the community council is not the only avenue available to the 
general public or community council members to air their concerns, grievances, rancour or 
rage. 
It was highlighted that the community council had suggested previously and indeed held 
local public meetings relating to bus services as well as initiating numerous enquiries to bus 
companies and others involved, and obtaining press coverage in relation to issues. If the 
general public in the village wish to pursue such matters again as considered previously 
then the community council will consider such requests and facilitate them accordingly, 
alternatively, members of the local community are free to pursue all matters in relation to 
public transport via whichever methods they see as appropriate and not necessarily under 
the auspices of the community council. 
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AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 
7. Dissatisfaction was expressed that the Community Council produced synopsis relating to the 

Local Government review presentation gven at the Airdrie Area Committee meeting on 
Tuesday 24 October 2000, by both the leader of the council and the chief executive of 
North Lanarkshire Council, was not included along with the Salsburgh Community Council 
minutes available and tabled at the next meeting of the Airdrie Area committee held on 
Tuesday 5 December 2000. A number of persons present at the meeting [24/10/00] 
emphasised the point of lack of feedback from North Lanarkshire Council to 
various consultation exercises. The synopsis comments were submitted with a view to 
consultation and feedback. 

HEALTHY LIVING COMMUNITY. 
8. The community council was informed that members attended a meeting of the “getting 

better together” community managed health initiative, whose objective is to develop new 
seivize provision to fill identified service gaps, increase co-ordination and integration of 
existing service provision, promote positive health and well being and increase accessible 
information flow between agencies and the local community. 
The comprehensive document relating to the project along with the second stage 
application was circulated to members to allow them more time to fully appreciate the 
scope and ramifications of the health initiative project. 
Members were further informed that they can support the initiative more fully and ensure 
they derive full benefit for the local community by volunteering to the “Getting better 
together” management group. 

BEST VALUE REVIEW 
9. North Lanarkshire Council has decided to undertake a review of the service it provides to 

community councils. A small project team has been appointed to undertake the review and 
as part of the exercise a questionnaire has been devised and issued. The questionnaire was 
sent to all office bearers of the community council for completion and return to North 
Lanarkshire Council by the 5 January 200 1. 
As the questionnaire covers four main areas, liaison arrangements, resources, general and, 
other comments, it was decided to circulate the document to all members of the community 
council to obtain a more comprehensive view and response of members comments. 
Ofice bearers are at liberty to reply individually to the questionnaire if they wish. 

‘OPEN HOUSE’ INVITATION 
10. Members were made aware of the invitation by Karen Whitefield MSP, in her capacity as 

voluntary sector reporter to the Social Inclusion Committee of the Scottish Parliament, to 
this years ‘open house’ meeting for members of local voluntary groups, held in the Mount 
Pleasant community centre, Chapelhall. 

At this point E McColl vacated the chair and left the meeting to attend to other business. 

The vice chair, M, Hinds chaired the remainder of the community council meeting. 
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FORWARD SCOTLAND 
1 1. Members were informed that the next group meeting regarding the sustainable 

communities project will take place on Tuesday 9 January 2001. 
Mr Colin Roxburgh has completed a number of local interviews with the both the business 
community and residents towards completion of the Salsburgh communities plan and he 
has intimated that he would like to hold a village workshop on his proposals on Saturday, 
24 February 200 1. 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE 
12. Apologies were given to the community council that due to unforeseen circumstances the 

Christmas tree and lights that were to be erected in the village could not now go ahead. 
Members were informed that suitable apologies will be given to the residents concerned 
who offered support. 
Hopefully a sub committee of the community council can be organised within the next 
c t j ~ l m i i n i ~  council meetings of 2001 to ensure that the proposais for ceiebraring Chrisrrnas 
festivities 2002 are well in hand prior to the event. 

FUTURE PLANNING FOR PRISONS 
13. North Lanarkshire Council considered a request from the Scottish Executive on behalf of 

the Scottish prisons Service to undertake a site search for a new prison within the central 
belt of Scotland closer to main centres of population. 
Three sites have been identified in North Lanarkshire; 

[ 11 The former Hartwood Hospital site. 
[2] The Hartwoodhill Hospital site [Available within two years] 
[3] The former remand facility at Longriggend. 

The communizy council has made comment to North Lanarkshire Council relating to the 
above mentioned identified sites. 

WEST OF SCOTLAND WATER 
14. The water link review and various other posters and leaflets from West of Scotland Water 

were highlighted and distributed to members and copies placed on the community hall 
information board. 
Information in relation to bogus] callers attempting to represent the West of Scotland 
Water Authority to gain access to customers houses can be verified by checking for proper 
identification card details and if doubt still exists then by calling the Water Authority free 
phone customer helpline number 0808 100 5333 to check the callers identity prior to 
allowing admission to customers houses. 

INFORMATION LEAFLETS 
15. As the community hall has a perfectly good leaflet board adjacent to the main entrance door 

capable of accommodating numerous leaflets, brochures, newsletters and documents, 
members are to ask North Lanarkshire Council to supply various information that can be 
displayed so that visitors to the hall can more fully appreciate the full extent of information 
supplied by North Lanarkshire Council for the benefit of the community. 
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The types of brochures and leaflets envisaged could be, for example, allocations policy, 
neighbour problems, housing repairs, home grants, various strategy documents and leaflets 
and so on. Members were of the opinion that as the community council had the display 
board erected within the community hall for the specific purpose of accommodating such 
information it was about time it was more fully utilised for that purpose. 

COMPANY LIQUIDATION 
16. Members were made aware of information in relation to the liquidation of INRICO Ltd and 

the following was also highlighted; 
North Lanarkshire Council has not entered into any new lease with any group or body in 
respect of the Forrestburn Hill Climb facility, nor has the Council given any group or body 
permission to use the Hill climb facility. 
The local Authority cannot regain possession of the Forrestburn land [Forrestburn 
ieserqoii md f i l l  climb site] until the inrico iease has been formaiIy renounced and 
terminated. 
The two separate farms of Bentfoot and Bridgehill purchased by Inrico Ltd following 
receipt of grant funding are in private ownership [not the ownership of Inrico Ltd] and 
therefore in terms of property management are out with North Lanarkshire Council 
jurisdiction. 

ASCC 
17. Members were made aware of recent correspondence from the Association of Scottish 

Community Councils and their receipt of numbers of responses relating to various themes 
and practices. A number of Road show type meetings to discuss local and national issues 
are to be held and the South Lanarkshire area was being considered, ho-wever, there is a 
possibility that a larger meeting held near the boundaries of North & South Lanarkshire 
could be considered if a suitable venue could be arranged. 

The Community Council meeting concluded. 

. The next Community Council meeting will take place on Thursday 1 1 January 2001 I 
I - 
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Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community,Council held in the 
Community Hall on Thursday I i January 2001 

J d  
PRESENT 
H. McCall. [Chair] W. Queen, N, McCann, M. Hinds, 
J. Keir, 0. McAvoy, J. Wiison, G. Stephen. 

ALSO PRESENT 
Cllr. B. Brady. 
Pc. K. Ferguson & Pc. J. Gilmour. Strathclyde Police. Ir\r Division] 

North Lanarkshire Council. 

MINUTES FROM TRE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. Minutes from the meeting of Thursday 14 December 2000 were submitted and approved. 

At this juncture the chair decided to vary the order of business. 
Police officers Kenny ferguson & Jim Gilmour were introduced to the meeting. 
Both police officers are community policemen who among their other tasks patrol and have 
special responsibility for the areas of Salsburgh, Calderbank and also Chappelhall 

A general discussion commenced between both police officers and the community council 
members where various concerns were highlighted and the following in particular was 
discussed; 
Priorities placed on calls made to the Airdrie police station from the local community. 
The general lack of manpower available within the police service to attend to call outs. 
Answering and logging of the telephone calls at the police station by civilians or police officers. 
Youths and young persons congregating at specific areas around the Salsburgh village causing 
disturbance, nuisance, vandalism and fire raising. 
Youths riding motorc;lcles along the footpaths in and around the viiiage and the powers of the 
police to confiscate the motorcycles and take action against offenders. 
Numbers of burnt out and wrecked vehicles around the Riven Loch area, 42 vehicles were 
reported as being abandoned shells at that location. Also highlighted was the numbers of cut up 
vehicle shells along with other burnt wrecks on Fonest Road leading to Forrestburn Reservoir. 
Rubbish and trash dumping around the Salsburgh and Dewshill areas which coupled to other 
problems highlighted reduce and lower the quality of life for residents in the area. 
Crime statistics for Salsburgh: Between 18 November 2000 and 1 8 January 200 I ,  there was 140 
telephone calls of complaints received at Airdrie police station from residents, there was also 18 
official and recorded crimes fogged for Saisburgh, a number of which, burnt out vehicles 
included, related to fire raising. 
The combining of numbers of incidents under one specific heading, for example, several thefts 
from different vehicles at the one location would be recorded as the one crime statistic. 
The general problems associated with introducing a curfew of young persons within the village. 
General problems associated with youths congregating in public areas and restrictions relating to 
police stop and search tactics or powers available or applicable. 
The community police officers are to obtain information for the community council relating to 
neighbourhood watch and CCTV operation so members can highlight the benefits of both to 
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thrsse in the local community who would wish to pursue a safer environment. It was also 
highlighted that grants are, or could be made available for CCTV. 
Members also asked if they could receive a monthly update from the community police officers 
relating to numbers and types of crimes and occurrences recorded for the Salsburgh area. It was 
highlighted that the information was available and sent to the community council in the past so 
that comparisons could be made and actions taken to inform the local community accordingly 
It was highlighted that members of the local community are at liberty to write to Chief Inspector 
D. Stephen at h rd r i e  police station or even the Chief Constable of Strathclyde police if they 
wish, regarding any concerns they may have in relation to the police presence or service to the 
community. 

Officers Gilmour and Ferguson were thanked for their input and information to the community 
council meeting, they then left the meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES 

BEST VALUE REvlEW 
2. Members were informed that response was made to the North Lanarkshire Council best 

value review questionnaire. A number of questions relating to the: reply questionnaire, for 
feedback purposes to the community council, was also highlighted. 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITLES 2002 
3. Members are to form a sub committee during the March 2001 meeting of the community 

council to facilitate proposals for celebrating village festivities for Christmas 2002. 

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 
4. Members were informed that a Management Committee had beer! elected to nrogress the 

objectives of the Salsburgh Sustainable Communities Project. A nuinber of future meeting 
are to be held [29 Jan & 19 Feb. 20011 to further develop ideas. 
A community open day [workshop] is to be held on Sunday 25 February between the hours 
of 1 PM to 3 PM and a further open day on Monday 26 February 2001, between the hours nf 
7 PM to 9 PM to allow residents of the village and surrounding area opportunity to express 
their views in greater detail. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
North Lanarkshire Council. 
Lanarkshire Primary Care NHS Trust 
MAVS 
Airdrie CAB 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

MEDICAL FACLITIES 
5 .  Members were informed that following a number of meetings between !he Chappelhall 

Practice, North Lanarkshire Council and the Lanarkshire primary Care NHS Trust, a funding 
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package [f30.000] has been obtained which will allow refurbishment and improvement to 
the area used by the doctors practice within the Salsburgh Community Hall. 
It is planned to create a separation between the public access area of the cominunity hall and 
the doctors surgery to allow a greater degree of security and privacy for patients and it is 
envisaged, a better service for those who use the surgery. 
The plan is moving forward at speed and it is hoped that the refurbishment will be fully 
completed by the 3 1 March 2001. 
A number of other possible opportunities was also highlighted in relation to the practice and 
members also considered the possibility of circulating a newsletter to inform the local 
community in relation to the project. 

HEALTHY LIVING COMMUNITY 
6 .  Various matters in relation to the Greater Shotts Healthy Living Community were 

highlighted and two community council members , H McColl & N. McCann are to attend 
future meetings of the initiative on behalf of the cominunity council. 
Members were informed that future meetings of the initiative are to take place on 
16 January, 13 February and 13 March 200 1. 

FLOODING 
7. Members were informed that the flooding on the B7066 at Canadian Cottage is a result of 

water accumulating on the adjacent field and overflowing onto the roadway. The locus is on 
the Councils flood register for investigation. 
Flooding on the Main Street at Salsburgh [GlenbraeJ was a result of leaves and silt blocking 
the offlet where water drains from the road and instructions have been issued to have the 
blockage cleared. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
8. Members were informed that bollards are to be erected at the three access points to the 

public footpath used be children to kavel to the local primary school to restrict vehicles 
travelling along the pathway. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION. 
9. Members discussed the possibility of improving the environmental attractiveness of a 

number of areas in the village. Further matters are to be investigated with a view to 
enhancing the general overall appearance around the village. 

ART NETWORK 
10. Information relating to the North Lanarkshire Arts Network was circulated to members 

including the forthcoming meeting on the 17 January 200 1 .  

BUDGET CONSULTATION 
1 1. Members were informed of matters relating to the special area committee budget meeting 

to be held in Airdrie on the 16 January 2001. Issues to be discussed at that meeting include 
issues associated with North Lanarkshire Council budgets such as; setting of the council tax 
and housing rent levels. J. Keir is to attend the meeting on behalf of the community council 
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MAVS 
12. ' Members were informed of matters contained in the current hformation bulletin from the 
' Monklands Association of Voluntary Sem'ces. 

A number of proposed training courses which MAVS intend to deliver was also highlighted 
with a view to ascertaining if a number of local groups would be interested in taking 
advantage of some of the courses on offer. 

ST C A T H E W S  WELL . 
13. Approval is awaited from Hamilton & Kinneil Estates prior to commencement of t h i  next 

stage of improvement at St Catherine's well [Kate's Well] 

AIRDRIE CAB 
14. Members were informed of correspondence from Airdrie CAB relating to Coalfields 

Regeneration and also highlighting the service CAB provide to local communities in 
relation to their advice and training provision. 

P E  5 UNIT 
15. Members were informed of matters in relation to the Shottskirk primary school pre 5 unit. 

A new modular construction containing dining room, kitchen and separate nursery 
accommodation is to be accommodated adjacent to the primary school. 

HOUSING 
16. Various matters in relation to the flatted accommodation housing stock in the village was 

brought to the attention of members. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
17. Members were informed that the November issue ofh4mutes of Meetings of North 

Lanarkshire Council Committee 6t Sub Committees was not received by the community 
council. Following contact with the Local Authority another copy of the Minutes were to 
be sent to the community council, to date, no copies have been received. Members were 
also informed that a number of other items of correspondence from various parties to the 
community council would also seem to have gone adrift somewhere in the post or 
,elsewhere, 

There being no further business the community council meeting concluded 

The next community council meeting will take place on Thursday 15 February 200 1 .  
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SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 8 FEBRUARY 2001 
Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Cowcil held in the 

Community Hall on Thursday 8 February 200 1 

PRESENT 
M. Hinds [Chair] W. Queen, N. McCann, 0. McAvoy, J. Keir. 

ALSO PRESENT 
Pc. K. Ferguson & Pc. J. Gilmour, Strathclyde Police [N Division] 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr. B. Brady. 
H. McCalI & J. Wilson. 

North Lanarkshire Council. 

MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 11 January 2001 were submitted, corrected as follows 

and approved. 
Correction of the minutes; 
Item 3, Page 2. The year 2002 should read 200 1. 
Closure, Page 4. The date 15 February 200 1 should read 8 February 200 1. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
2. Members noted and discussed the construction design drawings relating to the planned 

refurbishment of the medical surgery within the community hall. Copies of the plans, 
drawings 1 & 2 of job number cmms 20/234 dated 23 January 200 1 are available for public 
inspection on the surgery notice board within the community hall. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
3. Members were informed that the November issue of the Minutes of Meetings of North 

Lanarkshire Council Committee & Sub Committee Meetings have not been received by the 
community council. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

North Lanarkshire Comeii 
Strathclyde Police 
Lanarkshire Health Council 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

BUDGET CONSULTATION 
4. Members were informed of matters relating to the North Lanarkshire Council Housing 

Budget & Rent Levels presentation given on the 16 January 2001. Members noted the 
presentation handouts from that meeting and discussed some of the consultation issues. 

1 

46 



SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 8 FEBRUARY 2001 
~ ~ - ~ ~ - -  ~- -- 

.The options for service improvements left some members perplexed regarding the 
correlation between estimated costs and rent increases for repairs to tied houses when 
compared to non tied council housing. The options for financial savings for housing repairs 
only seemed to add to the confusion. 
The estimated annual costs for service improvements for close cleaning services when 
compared to housing repairs also produced various interpretations regarding the weekly 
rent increases for the service improvements. 
Members were of the opinion that cost pressures, efficiency savings, growth priorities and 
options contained within the presentation outline omitted far to many details to allow 
proper public consideration of the challenges that elected councillors within North 
Lanarkshire are faced with in considering or indeed arriving at or setting the budget 
proposals. 
In view of the lack of pertinent information available the community council are to decline 
the request to comment to North Lanarkshire council regarding efficiency savings, 
reinvestment in services or priority areas in best values. 
Members did however highlight the fact that rent increases and more importantly Council 
Tax increases are matters of serious concern, even when allowing for the three year revenue 
grant, especially when coupled to the forthcoming increase in West of Scotland water 
charges. 

At this juncture the chair decided to vary the order of business. 

Community police officers K. Ferguson and J. Gilmour were introduced to the meeting 
General discussion took place and members were supplied with Strathclyde Police fact sheets 
and handbooks on the crime prevention initiative Neighbourhood Watch. 
Various matters in relation to the community involvement branch of the Police service was 
highlighted and a number of matters are to be pursued. 
Members were also informed that in the previous 28 days leading up to the present community 
council meeting a number of incident calls were made to the main police station at Airdrie. 
A number of recorded crimes [3] also occurred and were located in the local area. 
A number of matters were alluded to regarding possible reassessment of police issues regardmg 
resource allocation which could have affect on Salsburgh and the local area. 
Officers Ferguson & Gilmour were thanked for their input and information to the community 
council meeting, they then left the meeting. 

*mAi'l"Hy LI'vrnG Z O W u i ~ "  
5 .  Members were informed of the recent meeting of the Greater Shotts Healthy Living 

Community and the current status relating to the proposals for heart & stroke referral as 
well as family tickets for leisure, swim and health facilities. 
It was hoped that implementation of the scheme could be up and running around June 200 1 
and the local community of Salsburgh will be a major beneficiary of the initiative. 

SURGERY CLOSURE 
6 .  Various concerns were highlighted regarding the closure, for refurbishment, of the doctors 

surgery within the Salsburgh community hall. 
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As it is unknown how long the Salsburgh surgery will be closed for renovation and 
refurbishment members wished to ascertain exactly how local residents of Salsburgh and 
the surrounding area are supposed to make their way to the Chappellhall Surgery for 
doctors appointments, especially when the situation regarding the bus service and timings to 
and from the village can be haphazard. 

BUS SERVICE 
7. Members received an unconfirmed report regarding the possible cessation of a bus operator 

service from the village to Airdrie to occur in April 200 1. 
Matters are to be pursued in relation to the bus service, its replacement and if possible the 
timings of the new service to take account of the travelling publics preference for new 
bus timings to and from the village. 

MEDICAL RECORDS 
8. Members were reminded of the introduction of the PiMS state of the art computer 

information system within the Lanarkshire Primary Care NHS Trust for patient medical 
history records information. 
The Lanarkshire Trusts eight local health care co-operatives and its mental health and 
learning disabilities directorate within its 16 hospitals as well as all health centres and 
clinics at over 100 sites throughout Lanarkshire will be phased online for patient record 
information transfer for completion during May/June 200 1. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
9. Members were informed of the initiative to impose a reduction in vehicle speed limits to 

20 MPH around and past primary schools in West Lothian as part of their Councils 
intention to improve road safety especially among school children. 
The current scheme will differ from the 20 MPH zones already in force in various housing 
estates in West Lothian as they will cover areas around schools and their entrances and not 
whole streets through the housing estates. 
The community council are aware of a number of dangers that can occur with road traffic 
and children travelling to and from primary school, it was again hghlighted and emphasised 
that the current speed limit past the Shottskirk primary school at the East of the Salsburgh 
village is 40 MPH. 

MOBILE PHONES 
10. Members were informed of the recent research study pubiished in the journai 

Epidemiology by researchers from the University of Essen in Germany which for the first 
time suggests a threefold link in eye cancer among people who regularly use mobile 
telephones. 
No information was available as regards the dangers from possible emissions from base 
stations though the research group did caution that further study and confirmation was 
necessary relating to findings on mobile telephones. 
As members are aware that mobile telephones are an option that the public can either use 
or not use at their discretion more concern was expressed regarding the options available to 
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.local councils to check and confirm the emissions from base stations that the public do not 
at present have options on regarding use. 

MISPLACED PROPERTY 
1 1. Members were informed of an alleged theft of one, possibly two snookerhilliard tables 

from the community hall. It is uncertain at the moment if the property has been misplaced, 
allegedly stolen or merely relocated to another venue, however the community council is to 
attempt to ascertain exactly what happened to the missing property. 

POLO MINT CENTRE 
12. In view of the upgrading of the doctors surgery facilities and coupled to other current 

proposals that are under discussion with third parties at the present time, members are to 
pursue as a priority, the complete enclosure of the open courtyard space [Polo mint centre] 
at the centre of the community hall. 

AIRDFUE PATENTS GROUP 
13. Members were made aware of the invitation to attend the Lanarkshire Health Council 

Airdrie patient group meeting being held on Wednesday 14 February 200 1 at the Tudor 
Hotel in Airdrie, to discuss new ideas regarding health care and to raise awareness of 
health issues. 

RUBBISH DUMPING 
14. Members were informed that inspection of a number of areas around the village is to take 

place on Friday 9 February 2001 with regards to the problem of rubbish and trash 
dumping around the village and surrounding area. 

The community council meeting concluded. 

The next community council meeting will take place on Thursday 8 March 2001. 
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Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Cquncil held in the 
Community Hall on Thursday 8 March 200 1 

PRESENT 
H. McCall. [Chair] W. Queen, N. McCann, M. Hinds, J. Keir, 0. McAvoy, J. Wilson. 

ALSO PRESENT 
Cllr. B. Brady, 
Sgt. S. Hunter, Pc. A. Hamilton, Pc. R. Foster, Strathclyde Police [N. Division] 
Mr M. Dickson, Community Centres Manager, North Lanarkshire Council. 

North Lanarlcshre Council. 

APOLOGIES 
Superintendent A. Ingram & Inspector Hyslop, Strathclyde Police, w. Division] 

MlwfTTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. Minutes Erom the meeting of Thursday 8 February 200 1 were submitted and approved. 

At this juncture the chair decided to vary the order of business. 

Sergeant Stuart Hunter, Police officers Bob Foster and Alec Hamilton of Strathclyde Police were 
introduced to the meeting. 
North Lanarkshire Council boundary area is the home to N Division of Strathclyde Police. 
N Division is fiuther divided into four main Police sub division areas, NA sub division, 
[Coatbridge & Airdrie], NC sub division, [Cmbernauld], ND sub division, [Bellshill] and NE 
sub division, [Motherwell and Wishaw]. The Divisional headquarters of N Division is located at 
Motherwell. 
General discussion took place between the Police officers and the community council members 
regarding the proposed changes to the Police sub division presence within N division and issues 
affecting the local area as from the 1st April 2001. The following in particular was highlighted; 
In order to assist Police administration and incident criteria including community Policing 
objectives, it is intended to change the boundaries relating to the Police service to the local area. 
Salsburgh is to cease being under the Airdrie [NA] sub division Police office and is to come 
under the INE] sub division base at Wishaw. 
The borders of the new sub division areas are to follow the natural boundary of the M8 
Motorway from Newhouse in the West Ff8/A73] to the North Lanarkshire Council border with 
West Lothian in the East, where NA sub division will mainly deal with incidents Nor'& ofthe 
M8 Motorway, while NE sub division will have responsibility for the area South of the M8 
Motorway. 
Members noted that the proposals mean that Salsburgh will no longer be classified in the Central 
area of North Lanarkshire in relation to the Police presence, it will in hture be within the 
Southern Division of North Lanarkshire Council in relation to the Police service. 
Local Police presence will be enhanced by the introduction of a dedicated community Police 
constable, Pc Alec Hamilton, who has considerable experience and knowledge of community 
Policing, safety, youth issues and crime prevention. He will have prime responsibility for the 
comtnUnity Policing of the villages of Salsburgh and Harthill. 

. 
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The ,main local Police station at Shotts, which has a daily civilian qnd Police presence, is to 
receive an extra Police oficer on each shift to cater for the proposed changes and to 
accommodate extra resource allocation, should this be required, to support both Pc Hamilton and 
the increased area of patrol due to the realignment of the sub division boundaries. 
Members were informed of a number of initiatives, and poIice objectives, in relation to youth 
facilities [youth clubs] and crime prevention strategies at both Harthill and Wishaw. A dedicated 
motor cycle trainingltrial area at Balbatie bing, South of Harthill, and facilities for repair, service 
and transportation of motorcycles to the training area. The involvement of the Social Services 
Department was also highlighted in relation to partnership working for locally based community 
initiatives. 
Sgt Hunter confirmed that posters giving full information regarding Police stations, telephone 
contact numbers and names will be distributed at local shops and public areas around Salsburgh 
prior to the proposed Police sub division changeover on the 1 st April 200 1. 
Sgt Hunter and constables Hamilton and Foster were thanked for their input and information to 
the community council, they then left the meeting. 

At this juncture Mr Martin D. Dickson, Community Centres Manager from the 
Community Resource Division of North Lanarkshire Council, was introduced to the 
meeting. 

A general discussion took place and Mr Dickson informed members of the following: 
Where it was hoped that the doctors surgery refurbishment would be completed by the beginning 
of April 2001, there had arisen a problem where the renovations will now have to be completed 
in two stages due to the requirement to include two emergency exit doors, one from the main 
hall and another from the smaller hall. Discussions are ongoing regarding the change of 
specifications and it was hoped that all refurbishmeot will be complete by the latter part of April 
2001. 
A number of members highlighted areas of concern in relation to the use of the main hall for 
functions, due to the removal of the service hatch from the kitchen area serving the main hall 
and replacing the hatch with a doorway. Members were informed that matters would be looked 
into to accommodate requirements for a separation of the service area fiom the main hail. 
On completion of the refkbishment of the doctors surgery a general improvement of the 
remainder of the hall will occur, new carpets will be laid in the smaller hall and new curtains 
and windows fitted around the courtyard. The goal posts are to.be removed from the courtyard 
and a general tidy up of the area, removal of weeds etc., will take place. 
The main hall flooring will receive attention to rectify a number of defects and possibly allow 
net ball and other games to be accommodated The use of the main hall for five a side football 
was ruled out due to the problems associated with health and safety caused by the fixtures and 
fittings presently located within the hall. 
A number of matters in relation to the possible enclosure of the open courtyard [polo mint 
centre] and the requirement to obtain alternative access to the stage in the main hall was brought 
to the attention of Mr Dickson, as was the suggestion regarding the lowering of the stage to a 
more suitable height where the area could accommodate a more beneficial use than it has at 
present, which is mainly as a storage space, both above and beneath the stage. 
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Security matters in relation to the community hall were also discussed, not only because of 
current proposals for the hall and property, but also because of the recent theft of two portable 
snookerhilliard tables along with clothing racks and other items including twenty four bars of 
soap, the perpetrators involved no doubt meant to make a clean getaway. 
It was emphasised that the community hall at the moment is under utilised, however it was 
hoped that the interest and support shown by the local community working in conjunction with 
the Salsburgh Sustainable Communities Project team, would be beneficial in bringing a new 
lease of life to both the Salsburgh area and to accommodate greater use of the hall for projects 
and community involvement. 
If more use is made of the hall by the local community and others, then a number of matters 
could possibly be revisited and addressed regarding further upgradmg or refurbishment. 
Members were informed that the Leisure Services Department of North Lanarkshire Council is 
pleased and prepared to offer various forms of help and assistance to the local community, to 
achieve and implement many of the ideas and suggestions that recent public meetings within the 
village have highlighted 
Mr Dickson was thanked for his information and input to the community council, he then left the 
meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES 

HEALTHYLMNG COMMUNITIES 
2. Members were informed that the next meeting of the healthy living communities will take 

place at Shotts on Tuesday 13th March 2001. 

BUS SERVICE 
3. Cllr Rrady informed members he was looking into a number of matters re,Paring changes 

to the bus service and timings of buses travelling through Salsburgh to and from other areas 
via Shotts, Harthill and Hamilton. It was highlighted that the unconfirmed report of the 
cessation of a bus operator service related to the Salsburgh to Coatbridge service which 
travelled through Airdrie. It was hoped that new schedules in relation to changes of service 
numbers and operators would be received shortly by both Cllr Brady and the community 
council. 
Members also highlighted various concerns in relation to bus dropping off points at 
Chappelhall which results in extra distance to access facilities. 

RrJBBISH DUMPING 
4. Members were informed that representatives from Protective Services had toured a number 

of locations around Salsburgh and at Dewshill on Monday 12th February 200 1 regarding the 
amounts of rubbish and trash being dumped locally. A general cleanup of the various 
locations is to take place and SEPA will be informed by Protective Services regarding 
locations where health and safety concerns regarding dangerous and possibly explosive gas 
and liquid container dumping has occurred. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

North Lanarkshire Council 
B&Q Awards 
ASCC 
The Home Offrce 
Scottish Executive 
Firth of Clyde Fonun 
SLGIU 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

ST CATHERINE'S WEU 
5.  Members were informed of the current status in relation to the proposed lease of ground 

and improvements to the picnic area at St Catherine's Well w t e ' s  well]. It was also 
highlighted that due to the current restrictions because of foot and mouth disease no work 
can be undertaken at the picnic site in the foreseeable future until restriction are removed 

ANNUAL REPORT 
6. North Lanarhhire Council annual report was highlighted and a number of matters in 

relation to the report are to be discussed at a future community council meeting. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE ARTS ASSOCLATION 
7. Various literature from the A r t s  Association was circulated to members along with the 

proposed workshops and dates of future meetings. 

SPT TRANSPORT 
8. Bus timetables from Salsburgh and other areas to and from Monklands Hospital were 

circulated to members, a number of the timetables had already been distributed by the 
community council on the community hall leaflet board. 

B&Q AWARDS 2001 
9. Members were made aware of the latest B&Q Awards scheme h c h  has a closing date of 

20 April 200 1. It was decide to pass the literature on to the Salsburgh Sustainable 
Commdties project team to allow them to submit application for possible community 
improvements. 

ABANDONED & BURNT OUT VEHICLES 
10. Members were informed regarding the burnt out and abandoned vehicle shells located at 

the entrance to the Riven Loch path and community walkway. Members were further 
informed that investigation is being carried out by North Lanarkshire Council to ascertain 
and establish the ownership of the complete area of land around the Craigmillar dumping 
site as it is unknown at present who the actual landoweis are. When confirmation of land 
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, ownership is obtained further action will be taken to address fully the removal of the burnt 
out and abandoned vehicle shells. 

ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
1 1. The February issue of the ASCC newsletter was circulated and members were infonned of 

the forthcoming annual general meeting and conference of the ASCC to be held in 
D d e s  on Saturday 9th June 200 1. 
Members decided to renew membership to the ASCC with the renewal date effective from 
1st May 2001. 

U C E  RELATIONS 
12. Members were informed of the consultation document regarding implementation of the 

Race Relation [Amendment] Act 2000. Views have to be returned by 15th May 2001 on 
the consultation which places new duties and extends the list of Public Authorities to 
which the duty to promote race equality applies. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
13. Members noted the publication of the draft Bill for consultation on the proposals for a 

statutory Freedom of Information regime. 
The community council is to reply to the consultation draft BiII. 
Members also decided to Write to our local elected MSP Karen Whitefield to ascertain her 
views regarding Freedom of Information. 

CLYDE-SOLWAY CLEAN UP 
14. Members were informed that volunteers are required to take part in the Clyde-Solway 

partnership spring campaign to clean up litter from marine cmstline z ~ d  stretches of beach 
along the Solway Firth and the firth of Clyde coastlines. 

SNOW & ICE CLEARING 
15. Members noted that the Scottish Executive maintains motorways and trunk roads to allow 

safe movement of W i c  and to minimise delays caused by adverse weather conditions, all 
other roads are the responsibility of the Local Council. Following in€ormation regarding 

. winter services and the levels of service on the trunk road network required by the Scottish 
Executive, members are to ascertain the levels of service the local road network can expect 
during adverse weather fiom North Lanarkshire Council. 
The community council has B number of compI2ints from locals, not only snowed ir, for 
two days but others who were unable to venture out for periods of three/four days due to 
the condition of pathways and roads throughout the village. 
It was also noted that when vehicles were clearing the snow from the main B7066 not only 
was the snow removed and piled up on the footpaths, large chunks of soil was also 
deposited. The result is that from Newhouse in the West to Dewshill at the East pedestrians 
are unable to walk along much of the present footpath on the North of the B7066, while the 
South side of the B7066 has large unsightly deposits of soil at the kerb edges over the same 
several miles stretch. 
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SLGIU BULLETIN 
16. Members noted [Circulated] the SLGIU bulletin containing information relating to the 

model codes of conduct for councillors and members of public bodies. 
The standards set are based on nine guiding principles, eight of whch are common to both 
codes, the difference with the ninth principle being councillors have to be guided by a 
principle of duty, whereas members of public bodies will be guided by the principle of 
public service. 
The codes also contain information on gifts, hospitality, attending social and sporting 
events and in the case of councillors, registration of interests. 
Members also noted the increase in council tax levels in North Lanarkshire from 199516 to 
2001/2002 which jumped from f255:OO PA Band D] to €907:00 PA, an increase of €652 
which is meant to allow North Lanarkshire CounciI to avoid making substantial cuts in 
council services. 

AIRDRIE & VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM 
17. Members were informed that the Annual General Meeting of the Airdrie & Villages 

CommUnity F o m  Will take place on Monday 30 April 200 1. 
The Fonun are also seeking nominations from a number of community and voluntary 
organisations to take an active part in their deliberations. 

OPTIONS APPRAISAL 
18. Members noted the brochure dated February 200 1 regarding the options appraisal by North 

Lanarkshire council into how continuing to own its Council housing compares with 
transferring ownership of the Council housing stock to one or more private landlords. 
Detailed discussions with tenants will be mainly throi1g.h the Tern% ?=e! which cm be 
contacted on 01236 812557. 

OTHER WORMATION 
19. Various information leaflets, brochures and booklets were kstributed among members. 

COUNCIL TAX CHANGES 
20. Members noted the changes to the Council Tax collection which means that the 10 

instalments are collected beginning in April and ending the following January. 
Members were informed that the early collection date should allow more time for the 
Council to rccover council tax prior to a n x ~ d  accomting. 
Members also noted that considerable extra income should be generated from the early 
co2lections due to the interest earned through earlier banking of council tax receipts. 

The community council meeting concluded. 

The next community council meeting will take place on Thursday 12 April 2001. 
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