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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the preliminary discussions 
underway with neighbouring local authorities and key partner organisations regarding the 
potential designation and promotion of the Campsie Fells and surrounding geographical 
areas as a Regional Park, and to outline proposed future action. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Campsie Fells is a scenic area of hills and forests, valleys and villages within the 
boundaries of 4 local authorities: North Lanarkshire, East Dunbartonshire, Stirling and 
Falkirk. The Forestry Commission has extensive landholdings and interests in the area 
as do private landlords and other public sector bodies, for example Scottish Water. 

2.2 For a number of years there has been a long standing aspiration by a number of 
interested parties to develop a Regional Park within the Campsie Fells. One of these key 
parties is East Dunbartonshire Council (EDC), and in May 2009 EDC co-ordinated a 
meeting with bordering local authorities and relevant partners including Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) and Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS), to discuss how and if it is 
possible to progress this proposition. Officers representing NLC Strategic Planning within 
Environmental Services and from Regeneration Services were nominated to attend. 
Additionally a local Elected Member, Mark Griffin, Vice Convenor of the Planning & 
Transportation Committee also attended the meeting. 

2.3 During the discussion each partner outlined their interests and an 'in principle' agreement 
was reached that there is considerable potential in working together to promote the area, 
although there was some questioning of whether Regional Park designation is the best 
model for future sustainable development. It was suggested that these issues and the 
potential benefits could best be examined and considered further through the 
development of a joint agency Steering Group, which would meet to discuss and review 
the implications of such designation. 

2.4 It is proposed that each Council is represented on this Steering Group by a combination 
of Elected Members and Officers, together with representation by Officers from the other 
interested organisations. Details of these proposals and an overview of the role of the 
Steering Group are provided in the following paragraphs of this report. 
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At the preliminary meeting of the Group in May 2009 attendees discussed and agreed 
the main issues and opportunities that would require further consideration. Primarily 
these are: 

0 

0 Tourism & leisure opportunities 
0 Commercial opportunities 
0 Access 

Funding & resource commitments 
0 Community involvement 

Relative prioritisation within organisations’ developmentktrategic plans 

The discussion highlighted that the priority level of Campsie Fells varies from Council to 
Council but overall there is support for developing a joint approach for promoting and 
managing the area. 

In relation to NLC, it is recognised that a range of tourism options could be developed, 
focusing on outdoors activities, complimenting existing efforts to promote the Carron and 
Kelvin Valley areas, including Kilsyth, the Forth & Clyde Canal and the Antonine Wall as 
visitor destinations. Additionally, there could be a number of potential business 
opportunities which could be attractive to commercial operators thus enhancing the 
potential economic and socio-economic benefits to the area. 

A number of contributors questioned whether a Regional Park is the best model for the 
area and it was agreed to look at the different options for partnership working. 
Representatives from existing Regional Parks would be invited to attend a future meeting 
to inform partners of their experiences. 

The issue of access was discussed and it was agreed that this could be improved. A 
joined up approach would be beneficial and this Group could provide the impetus for 
action. 

SNH confirmed that funding was no longer available for core costs of Regional Parks but 
small amounts of financial support may still be available. Any commitment to long term 
funding & support was seen as a key issue for most of the organisations at the meeting 
and it was agreed that this would need to be addressed and agreed before any final 
decisions were taken. 

It was recognised that although there would be economic benefit to promoting the area 
there may be some resistance from local communities who prefer to maintain the status 
quo. It was agreed that effective community engagement would be essential to progress 
the concept. 

Agreement was reached that the Group could continue to meet as a ‘Campsie Fells 
Steering Group’ and that appropriate authorisation to allow participation should be sought 
from each participating organisation. 

The role of the Group would be to look at options and best practice for the area and 
consider the potential development and implementation of an agreed plan of action for 
the Campsie Fells area. It is further proposed that future meetings of the Steering Group 
would be held and chaired on a rotational basis by the local authorities involved. 



m 

4. Conclusion 

4.1 As the designation of a Regional Park is primarily a Planning issue, the Planning and 
Transportation Services Committee will agree the membership of the Group from North 
Lanarkshire Council, however, it is proposed that this would include a local elected 
member, supported by at least one Officer from Environmental Services - Strategic 
Planning, and /or Regeneration Services. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

i) Note the preliminary discussions on the potential establishment of a Campsie Fells 
Regional Park and the proposals to establish the Campsie Fells Steering Group. 

ii) Supports the plans to work in partnership with neighbouring Councils, relevant public 
bodies and the community to put together an action plan to sustainably develop and 
promote the Campsie Fells as an area. 

Maureen McConachie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information this report please contact 
John Brinkins, Economic Development Officer Tel: 01 698 302772. 


