
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

17 d 
AGENDA ITEM No. ......l-...l.......... 

t o :  REG EN ERATl ON SE RI VC ES COMMITTEE Subject : Community Benefit Contributions- 
Blacklaw Windfarm 

‘& 

From: HEAD OF REGENERATION SERVICES 
b 

Date: 10 November 2010 Ref: 1554 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

0 

0 

e 

0 

0 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

Purpose 

The purpose of the report is to advise committee of the offer of community benefit 
contributions relating to the development of Blacklaw Windfarm and to seek agreement on the 
terms of the legal agreement covering the payment and distribution of these funds. 

Background 

The current windfarm at Blacklaw straddles the boundary of North Lanarkshire, South 
Lanarkshire and West Lothian. There is currently an application under consideration by the 
Scottish Government to extend this windfarm by 12 additional turbines in North Lanarkshire 
and 1 1  additional in West Lothian. In relation to the current application, the applicant, Scottish 
Power Renewables has offered to make funding available to benefit the community in the area 
of the windfarm development 

Proposal 

The proposal is that for over a period of 25 years, each megawatt of capacity commissioned at 
the windfarm extension in North Lanarkshire, E2500 per year is paid as a community benefit 
contribution (each turbine has approximately a 3 megawatt capacity). 

This is not a requirement of the developer, but a voluntary contribution and in making this 
contribution the developer has stipulated the type of project that the money should be spent 
on to include the following: 

to encourage more efficient use of energy 
to reduce fuel poverty 
to provide or improve a park or other public amenity for the protection of the environment and 
leisure or recreational purposes 
to conserve biodiversity at a specific site 
to maintain, repair or restore a place of worship or building of historical or architectural 
significance 

The contributions may not be used for acquiring or assisting in the acquisition of land relating 
to or which would have a negative impact on the windfarm or for funding an objection to the 
windfarm or any other windfarm developments. 

It is proposed that the contributions would be paid to the Council and would be dispersed to 
community projects via a competitive grants application process administered through the 
Environmental Key Fund (EKF), an incorporated ‘Distributive Environmental Body’ set up in 
2004 to distribute Landfill Communities Funding to community and environmental projects 
across North Lanarkshire. 

It is also proposed that eligibility to apply to this community benefit grant scheme would be 
restricted to projects taking place within the ‘Eligible Grant Area’ adjacent to the development 
site as shown in Appendix 1. 

Under this process, any constituted not-for-profit community group would be eligible to apply 
for community benefit grant funding to support projects which either take place within or 
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immediately adjacent to this marked boundary and/or directly benefits the communities 
residing within this area. 

The recognised means of accepting and dispersing these contributions, in line with the terms 
above is through an Agreement under Section 20 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
2003. 

Financial Implications 

It is proposed that a ‘one-off application round is held in early 2011 to allow eligible 
community groups to apply to the EKF for community benefit funding currently held by the 
Council as a result of the of Phase 1 of the windfarm development (the Council currently holds 
f25,069 community benefit funding and receives on average f10,000 per annum from the 
Phase 1 development). 

Following the start of construction of the proposed extension, and subject to sufficient receipt 
of community benefit funding (including money received through the Phase 1 development), it 
is proposed that the EKF will distribute community benefit grants of up to f30,000 through 
two application rounds per year. 

The application rounds for community benefit grants will be timed to coincide with 
application rounds for the EKF’s Main Grants Programme (which also provides grant funding 
of up to f30,OOO) and using the same application form, applicants will be able to apply 
separately to both funds (although the EKF’ Main Grants Programme will not fund projects just 
focused on encouraging the more efficient use of energy and/or reducing fuel poverty, unless 
this is achieved as part of the wider improvement of a public amenity, and will remain as a 
competitive funding programme for projects across North Lanarkshire in its entirety rather than 
being restricted to activity within the ‘Eligible Grant Area’ alone). 

The capacity to link these grant streams together will both add value to these separate funding 
‘pots’ as well as potentially help increase the scale and impact of projects which could be 
supported through community benefit funding alone. 

Corporate Considerations 

North Lanarkshire council already provide officer support to help administer the EKF, promote 
community access to this grant scheme and advise on project development and application 
submissions. 

It is proposed that this existing officer time is used to support the administration and promotion 
of the community benefit grant scheme as part of the wider remit of the EKF. As such, no 
additional officer support or financial resources would be required and the grants application 
process could be incorporated within existing application systems. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee: 

i) agree to enter into a legal agreement with Scottish Power Renewables in the general 
terms set out above. 

ii) agree to the distribution of community benefit funding realised through the Blacklaw 
Windfarm Phase 1 development and proposed extension through the Environmental Key 
Fund. 

Miureen McCobchie 
Head of Regeneration Services 
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