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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide Committee with an overview of the potential 
economic development and regeneration benefits of the rail link and seek approval for 
Regeneration Service to develop an action plan to secure these benefits. 

Background 

The passenger rail-link between Bathgate and Airdrie is being reopened after 50 years of 
closure to passenger traffic. The project is due for its formal opening on 10 December 
2010. The line will be fully double-tracked and electrified and passengers will be able to 
travel continuously from Airdrie to Glasgow and Edinburgh. The new railway could bring 
substantial economic benefits for communities along the route, and for North Lanarkshire 
as a whole. 

Development impact 

A report by MVA Consultants on the economic activity and local impact of the line was 
commissioned and produced in 2005, involving both North Lanarkshire and West Lothian 
Council areas. This exercise was primarily aimed at demonstrating the impact of the rail 
link as part of the Scottish Government's project appraisal and justification process. It 
concentrated on analysis of the then current social and economic statistics and 
specifically commissioned research, including surveys of businesses and consultation 
with stake holders. 

The report identified a number of development impacts: 
0 Existing properties (both residential and commercial) will be more desirable to a wider 

market; 
0 Demand will be stimulated for new properties and premises within the corridor; 
0 Reduced transport costs for current residents and employees; 
0 The increased profile of the area will lead to greater market awareness and improved 

prospects for development locations. 

The main thrust of the report was that the rail line reopening would support the 
regeneration strategy in North Lanarkshire whilst in West Lothian the primary focus would 
be on supporting the projected growth in terms of increased population and the demand 
for new housing and associated development. The report did identify a number of key 
themes that might form the basis for future pro-active initiatives to maximise the economic 
development impact of the new line. 

However, the current economic environment is less positive than it was in 2005, resulting 
in an increase in unemployment and inactivity, and a slower than anticipated rate of 
house-building and associated developments. Issues like the lack of economic 
opportunities for young people have also received greater significance given the scale of 
the impact of the recession. 



4. Opportunities 

, 4.1 Nevertheless, there is an opportunity to consider and take forward action plans covering a 
8 number of linked themes including: 

maximising the benefits to existing and new businesses; 
0 ensuring that any opportunities for integrated transport are pursued; 
0 exploiting the potential of sites near to new, relocated and upgraded rail stations - 

particularly as hubs for business and jobs; 
0 maximising the potential of town centres; 

giving job-seekers access to geographically wider employment options including to 
provide more opportunities for young people - e.g. identifying the job opportunities 
and Further Education opportunities in colleges accessible through the rail- 
connections; and, 

0 contributing to North Lanarkshire’s tourism and visitor potential - enabling additional 
shoppers and visitors to access attractions and town centres. 

4.2 It is proposed that relevant council services and key economic partners are remitted to 
develop a series of action plans aimed at maximising the economic development and 
regeneration opportunities of the rail line reopening. Where appropriate this could include 
collaboration with West Lothian Council and draw on any knowledge from other recent rail 
investments - the opening of the rail line to Alloa. The themed action plans will be 
reported back to the Local Economic Forum at regular intervals. 

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The reopening of the Bathgate to Airdrie rail-link is a major boost to North Lanarkshire 
and presents the area with a truly unique opportunity. It is proposed that developing 
action plans to exploit this opportunity should be a priority. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

i) Provide approval for Regeneration Service to develop an action plan to maximise the 
benefits of the reopening of the Airdrie to Bathgate rail link. 

ii) Otherwise, note the contents of the report. 

reen McConbhie 
of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please 
contact Stuart MacMillan 01698 302 814. 


