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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide Committee with an update on the progress and further 
development of strategic infrastructure and business locations in North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

North Lanarkshire has a number of strategic business locations and major transport 
infrastructure developments which are viewed as being of national and / or regional 
significance. 

Specifically the strategic business locations are Ravenscraig, Gartcosh, Strathclyde Business 
Park and EuroCentral. These sites have been developed through significant investment from 
both the public and private sector. The major transport infrastructure developments are the 
ongoing M80 Stepps to Haggs and the proposed M8 Baillieston to Newhouse projects. Also of 
significance to North Lanarkshire is the M74 completion project in adjacent authorities. 

This report provides a brief update on progress achieved in the delivery of the sites, with a focus 
on recent or pending developments, and draws some initial conclusions on the likely impact on 
the North Lanarkshire economy. 

Progress Report 

Ravenscraiq 

Phase One of the regeneration of Ravenscraig is underway and is anchored by the following 
new build projects: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motherwell College - a f70million, 200,000 sq ft state of the art campus which is now 
entering its second year of operation 
Regional Sports Facility - opened in October 2010 
First Residential Release - sites to deliver 850 new family homes 
BRE Scotland are progressing an Innovation Park which will demonstrate eco-home 
products and technologies. 

Phase Two of the regeneration is imminent and involves the following: 

Taking forward the delivery of the Phase Two Area Planning Briefs now to be jointly funded 
by Scottish Enterprise, Wilson Bowden and the Council. 
Council have approved the submission to the Scottish Government of the Outline Business 
Case for a Tax Incremental Funding (TIF) Scheme for Ravenscraig. 



3.2 Gartcosh 

Gartcosh Business Interchange (GBI) is a 50-hectare business park bordering Gartcosh Village. 
Gartcosh has dedicated interchange access to the M73 motorway and has its own railway 
station providing a half-hourly service to Glasgow and surrounding towns. Gartcosh Business 
Interchange is delivered in partnership between Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire and North 
Lanarkshire Council and the Council’s investment is reflected by a return on a proportion of land 
sales. 

; 

GBI has been announced as the site of the Scottish Crime Campus employing 1 , 100 staff 
from various organisations under one roof. This major construction project is scheduled for 
completion in 2012 and will be constructed in three phases at a cost of f82million. 

Scottish Enterprise reports a number of active enquiries at the site including both 
indigenous companies and inward investors 

3.3 Strathclyde Business Park 

Established in 1990, Strathclyde Business Park has grown from a 340,000 sq ft development 
into a business location which is situated in 155 acres of parkland and has over 1.4million sq ft 
of business and lifestyle space. The Park has on site retail and leisure facilities which serve 
the 6500 strong workforce. 

Companies situated at the park include Virgin Media, Scottish Power, Hilton Hotels, Elpida 
Memory and Cable &Wireless 

0 There continue to be a number of enquiries for premises at this location. 

3.4 EuroCentral 

EuroCentral extends over an area of 650 acres in a high profile location on the M8 corridor 
between Glasgow and Edinburgh and remains one of Scotland’s key commercial developments. 
The site hosts a wide range of developments including leisure, manufacturing, production, 
logistics and business use. The following recent developments have increased its potential: 

0 Maxim office park, a €330 million development adjacent to the Dakota Hotel, has been 
successfully launched and is the UKs largest speculative office park development with 
756,000 sq ft of Grade A office accommodation across ten buildings. 

0 Muse developments have recently completed the first major speculative industrial 
development in Scotland for over two years. Set on a 17.4 acre site within EuroCentral the 
two new units, known as ‘Zenith’ and ‘Pinnacle’, are designed to be among the most 
environmentally friendly, energy-efficient production / distribution buildings in Scotland. 

0 Scottish Enterprise reports a number of active enquiries at the site including both 
indigenous companies and inward investors 

3.5 Other Sites 

0 DrumDellier Business Park 
This 3.5 acre site on the outskirts of Coatbridge and with good access to the M8 is the 
result of a formal partnership between Fusion Assets and Ogilvie Group Developments 
Limited. With initial site preparation started and advanced infrastructure works about to 
commence in early 201 1 , the site will offer high quality commercial premises in landscaped 
grounds. 



ProLoais M8 
With the potential for up to one million square feet of industrial/ distribution space this 
development is situated directly off the M8 at junction 6. It is a fully prepared site with 
ready to build opportunities. In 2009 it agreed a major transaction with The Co-operative 
Group which agreed to take a 504,000 sq ft sustainable distribution facility on the site. 
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3.6 M80 Stems to Haaas 

This f320million project was started in 2009 and will convert the only non-motorway section 
between Glasgow and the end of the M80 at Dunblane. The majority of the road construction 
over this length of the new motorway has been completed with the five mile section between 
Stepps and Mollinsburn, bypassing Moodiesburn, scheduled to be fully open by 13 February 
201 1. The focus of the project is now on the final tie in to the complex interchange at the 
M73/M80 Mollinsburn and other finishing works. Traffic restrictions will therefore remain in 
place until its full completion in September 201 1. 

The benefits of the project will be: 

0 

0 

Improved access to and from the strategic road network for the local area, particularly to 
Cum bernau Id. 
More efficient use of the network with reduced delay, improved journey times and reliability 
- a 30/40% reduction in journey times during peak travel, equating to a reduction of 
approximately 15 minutes for people using the route 
Improved access to facilities, in particular to jobs, and to provide accessibility for freight 
deliveries, consistent with the strategic role of the scheme corridor (linking the North of 
Scotland with the M74 south, the main route to the European markets) 
Improved safety in the A80 corridor with a reduction in the risk of accidents, reduced traffic 
noise and vehicle emissions 

0 

3.7 M8 Baillieston to Newhouse 

This proposed project will complete the M8 between Edinburgh and Glasgow by providing a 
new section of motorway between the M73 at Baillieston and the A73 at Newhouse. The key 
benefit would be the reduction in delays to through traffic using the A8/M8 and for local traffic 
attempting to use the junctions with the A8. 

The public inquiry into the scheme was concluded in 2008 and on 14 December 2010 the 
Scottish Government publicly announced that the project could proceed. The work will be 
procured using a not for profit model as a package with other planned improvements to the 
M73, M74 network and M74 Raith Interchange to provide best value. The government hope to 
begin the procurement process in 201 1-12. 

The f445 million project completes the missing link between the end of the M74 at Fullarton 
Road Junction near Carmyle and the M8 motorway west of Kingston Bridge and is a key project 
within the Clyde Gateway Regeneration Project. Construction work on the road began in May 
2008 and is scheduled for completion in 201 1. It will improve journey times and reduce traffic 
congestion on roads across Glasgow and South Lanarkshire and create direct regeneration 
opportunities for the south and east of Glasgow, Rutherglen and Cambuslang. 

There is significantly increased economic potential for the west of Scotland created by the 
opportunities generated by the improved transport links to other parts of Scotland and the UK. 
Alongside these the main benefits to North Lanarkshire are viewed as the reduction in journey 
times for people and businesses to access employment and transport goods. 
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Conclusions 

As well as established business locations which continue to thrive and expand there are a 
number of new brownfield developments which will offer high quality business locations for 
future office, manufacturing, and distribution facilities. In the main North Lanarkshire’s business 
locations are in landscaped surroundings with on-site amenities. Alongside excellent transport 
links, access to car parking and less traffic congestion compared to city centre locations these 
locations continue to attract inward investors even in the current economic climate. Therefore, 
in terms of business parks North Lanarkshire has a broad range of competitive sites which 
reflect its strategic location between Glasgow and Edinburgh 

The improved transport links and enhancements to the major road networks in and around 
North Lanarkshire will generate significantly increased economic potential for the area. A 
number of opportunities will be created by the improved transport links to other parts of 
Scotland and the UK. Alongside these the main benefits to North Lanarkshire are viewed as 
the reduction in journey times for people and businesses to access employment and transport 
goods. 

Corporate Considerations 

Regeneration Services are actively working with Scottish Enterprise West to support the 
delivery of strategic business locations. This includes jointly managing business enquiries, 
marketing campaigns via the Lanarkshire Brand and working with prospective companies to 
maximise new training and employment opportunities. 

While we have a long standing productive relationship with Scottish Enterprise, recent structural 
changes and a wider west of Scotland focus for Scottish Enterprise has resulted in a reduction 
of joint strategic working. Following discussions between the Chief Executive’s of Scottish 
Enterprise and the Council a meeting will take place in March between Senior Officers of both 
organisations to identify the economic development issues currently facing North Lanarkshire. 
The outcome of these discussions will be a series of actions to be delivered jointly by Scottish 
Enterprise and the Council. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee note this update on the progress and further development of 
strategic infrastructure and business locations in North Lanarkshire 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Paul Kane 
01698 302842. in North Lanarkshire. 


