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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on a recent initiative to promote to 
promote the food and drink sector within North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

Food and drink is a key growth sector in Scotland and one of the country’s largest exporting 
sectors, with a value of exports of f4billion in 2009. In Lanarkshire alone the sector 
employs 7,200 employees. However, until last year there had been no particular focus or 
promotion of this sector. 

North Lanarkshire Council offers advice and financial assistance to food and drink 
businesses in the area, whether they are start-ups or existing businesses looking to expand 
and develop. However, in a bid to grow this increasingly successful sector, it was felt that 
further initiatives could be developed to help promote this sector within Lanarkshire and 
encourage growth of the companies operating within it. 

With the Scottish Government’s focus on food and drink in 2010 and announcing it as the 
Year of Food & Drink, it created the ideal opportunity to consider the sector within North 
Lanarkshire and how the Council could help this sector to grow and support the businesses 
operating within it to develop. 

Lanarkshire Food & Drink Directory 

A new food and drink directory has been produced for Lanarkshire. ‘Eat - A guide to food 
and drink in Lanarkshire’ was created in conjunction with South Lanarkshire Council to help 
promote the region’s food and drink sector. It lists a wide variety of food and drink 
companies in Lanarkshire including butchers, bakers, dairy, delis, farm shops, fruit and 
vegetable growers, drinks producers and restaurants and cafes. All companies featured in 
the brochure were contacted to ensure they wanted to be listed in the directory and to verify 
their details, which include company name, address, telephone number, email, website and 
short description of their product(s). 

The new Lanarkshire food and drink directory was completed and ready for distribution in 
October 2010. As it had been produced for a consumer audience 5,000 copies were 
distributed at the BBC Good Food Show Scotland (details below in section 5). This ensured 
it reached not only a key customer market but also a broader geographical distribution. The 
new directory is also available as a PDF to download from www.lanarkshire.com. 
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Lanarkshire Food & Drink Event 

The Scottish Government‘s year of food and drink included the inaugural Scottish Food and 
Drink Fortnight. During these two weeks, businesses, individuals and regions were 
encouraged to eat, buy and promote Scottish produce. As part of this initiative, an event 
was held in conjunction with South Lanarkshire Council and Motherwell College and was 
aimed at a trade audience to encourage hotels, restaurants, cafes, delis, manufacturers to 
use and stock local produce. 

Lanarkshire food and drink producers were approached and asked if they would like to 
supply some of their produce for the event, which would be used by Motherwell College’s 
chefs and professional cookery students to create a buffet menu. The dishes were created 
using only Lanarkshire produce to showcase what is available in the area and to encourage 
companies to use and sell local produce. Twenty five Lanarkshire companies supplied 
produce free of charge and in return were profiled at the event and able to promote 
themselves directly to a trade audience, who were able to not only see but also taste the 
products. 

The event was attended by over 100 people including chefs, restaurateurs, cafe and deli 
owners, retailers, manufacturers and hoteliers from all over the central belt. 

Following the event a number of companies have managed to secure contracts, allowing 
them to break into new markets. Two businesses have begun working together to create a 
new product using their joint experience, facilities and produce. This product was launched 
at the BBC Good Food Show Scotland and was a best seller. The product continues to be 
sold by both companies. These companies may not have met or have begun working 
together if they had not met at this event organised by Regeneration Services. 

BBC Good Food Show Scotland 

On Friday 22 - Sunday 24 October 201 0 the Council took four North Lanarkshire food and 
drink companies to the BBC Good Food Show Scotland at the SECC in Glasgow. The 
Good Food Show has been running in Scotland since 2007 and is the largest dedicated 
food and drink show in Scotland, providing a dedicated platform for companies to promote 
themselves and showcase their products direct to their primary target audience. 

In conjunction with South Lanarkshire Council, a Lanarkshire branded pavilion was created, 
on which eight Lanarkshire food and drink companies appeared. The eight companies 
consisted of four from North Lanarkshire and four from South. The four North Lanarkshire 
companies were: 

0 Miss COCO 
0 Next Day Coffee Company 
0 Paul’s Quality Butcher 

Reynolds Preserves 

The Lanarkshire pavilion was situated adjacent to the main entrance, which ensured high 
footfall onto the stand. This resulted in successful sales for each of the companies at the 
Show and exposure to new customers, with two companies achieving sales double the 
value of what they would in a normal three day period. All companies have experienced a 
significant increase in traffic to their websites, in some cases up to 70% increase, and 
subsequent higher sales and orders. Since appearing at the Show, one North Lanarkshire 
company is looking at expansion options, due to such an increase in business. Three of the 
companies have also managed to secure a number of trade orders for their products to be 
stocked in new outlets. 
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All of the costs associated from the different food and drink initiatives have been met from 
existing Regeneration Services budgets and total less than f 17,000. 

7. Corporate Considerations 

7.1 The activities noted in this report are consistent with the objective of the Corporate Plan, 
the Changing Gear strategy and the key aim of improving the image and moving towards a 
prosperous North La na rks h ire. 

8. Conclusion 

The activities noted in this report have been successful and it is important to build upon this 
success to help grow the food and drink sector in Lanarkshire. Following further evaluation 
it is hoped to continue the initiatives of 2010, i.e. expand and reprint food and drink 
directory, have Lanarkshire presence at 2011 Good Food Show, as well as exploring the 
potential of hosting a Lanarkshire food event for a consumer audience. The food and drink 
sector has growth potential and a great deal of innovative and enthusiastic individuals and 
companies operating within it, which we plan to encourage. 

I) 

9. Recommendation 

, The Committee is asked to note the contents of this report. 

Mdureen McCon&hie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information this report please contact 
Shona Hamilton on 01698 302773. 
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