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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on the 2011 Lanarkshire Business 
Excellence Awards and to note the nine award categories that have been launched for 
applications from local organisations. 

Background 

The Lanarkshire Business Excellence Awards is a prominent event in the area’s business 
calendar. The Awards have been running for 15 years and were previously organised and 
managed by Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire. With the restructure of Scottish Enterprise’ 
North Lanarkshire Council and South Lanarkshire Council took over organisation of the 
awards in 2009. The councils have continued to jointly host and support the event with 
North Lanarkshire Council taking lead management responsibility for organising the event. 

Strategem (Scotland) Ltd has been appointed as event management contractors to 
produce and deliver the 2011 business awards, which will take place on Friday 11 March 
201 1. 

Award Categories and Applications 

Details of the awards and applications forms are available online at 
www.lanarkshire.com/businessawards. Organisations can download application forms 
directly from this site. 

The awards application process was launched on Monday 22 November 2010 and closed 
on Monday 17 January 201 1. All businesses and organisations in Lanarkshire can apply for 
as many of the nine award categories as they wish to. The award categories are: 

Lanarkshire’s Best New Business 
Lanarkshire’s Best Small Business (25 employees or less) 
Lanarkshire’s Best Business (26 employees or more) 
Lanarkshire’s Best Performing Social Enterprise 
Lanarkshire’s Best Green Business 
Excellence in People Development 
Lanarkshire Tourism & Leisure Award 
Lanarkshire Food & Drink Award 
Innovation in Business Award 

The judging process to determine the winner of each category is in two parts. The first 
stage is the scoring of each application to shortlist to three finalists per category. The three 
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finalists of each category were contacted and announced in the press week commencing 
31 January 201 1. 

The second stage of judging involves interviews with each finalist by a judging panel. The 
judging panel for each category is formed of a member of staff from either North or South 
Lanarkshire Council, Business Gateway Lanarkshire and a representative from the 
company sponsoring that category. The interviews take place at the Atrium Business 
Centre in Coatbridge between 7th and 17th February. The interviews consist of a 15 minute 
presentation by the finalists followed by a 30 minute question and answer session. The 
winner of each category will be announced at the awards ceremony on Friday 11 th March. 

The Awards Event 

This year’s awards dinner will be held at the Alona Hotel on Friday I I th  March 201 1. The 
event will begin at 6.30pm with a drinks reception, followed by evening meal and then the 
awards ceremony. The evening will be hosted by Fred MacAulay. 

Finance 

To date nine sponsors have been secured with negotiations continuing with a number of 
other organisations. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Lanarkshire Business Excellence Awards are consistent with the objective of the 
Corporate Plan, the Changing Gear strategy and the key aim of improving the image and 
moving towards a prosperous North Lanarkshire. 

Conclusion 

The organisation of the awards is on target and running as planned. At the time of the 
Committee meeting the finalist interviews will be underway to determine the winner of each 
category. The next phase of activity will focus on press and PR activity for the awards and 
organisation of the awards dinner and ceremony. 

Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to 

i) note the content of this report, including the nine Business Award categories. 

*ureen McCobachie 
Head of Regeneration Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information this report please contact 
Shona Hamilton on 01698 302773. 
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