
To: BELLSHILL & DISTRICT AREA 
COMMITTEE 

Subject: COMMUNITY ACTlVlTl ES WITH IN 
THE BELLSHILL & DISTRICT AREA 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to advise the committee of community initiatives, projects and 
events which have been undertaken and supported by the Council within the Bellshill & 
District Area. 

Date: 28 MAY 2002 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

Ref: KFlMB 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

The Summer Flower Festival 2002 

The Summer Flower Festival 2002 will again take place at Viewpark Nursery on the 
6th, 7th, 8th and 9th June 2002. The theme for this year is "IT'S MAGIC" and the event 
will be designed to take advantage of popular fantasy films such as Harry Potter and 
Lord of the Rings. This year it is proposed to build on last year's involvement of all of 
the diverse divisions and sections of Community Services and entertainment and 
catering will be improved and the layout of the show-ground will be modified to cater for 
expected increase in attendance. 

Bothwellpark Cemetery Expansion Project 

Work has commenced on the expansion of Bothwellpark Cemetery to facilitate more 
burials. The work includes the clearing and levelling of rough of ground for soft 
landscaping proposals and the construction of drainage gullies and manholes. Roads 
and paths will also be built to enable burials to take place. The work is part of an 
investment programme which expands burial space at Airbles, Benhar and Eastfield 
cemeteries. 

Garden Awards 2000 

The North Lanarkshire Council "Best Kept Garden Competition" has been renamed 
"Garden Awards 2002". Application forms for the event are available through local 
newspapers and the councils web site. Completed application forms are already being 
received and a detailed database compiled. Judging of the "Garden Awards 2002" will 
commence in July and will be completed by August. 
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2.4 Partnership Project at Bellshill Academy 

A new scheme designed to create a more democratic and participative approach to 
education is about to be launched at Bellshill Academy. The scheme will see the 
current Pupil Council engaging in the recruitment and training of 60 senior pupils at a 
number of residential courses being planned for July of this year. When trained these 
senior pupils will conduct monthly meetings with all pupils at the school. The pupils will 
set the agenda for these meetings themselves. Any issues raised will be presented to 
the school’s Senior Management Team for discussion. In addition the Peer Support 
Workers will provide a befriending and mentoring service to every pupil from S I  to S4. 

The University of Strathclyde’s Professional Development Unit claims that citizenship 
will be a compulsory part of the curriculum in Scotland within the next two years, with 
political literacy, community involvement and the development at positive attitudes 
being three info-related strands. Bellshill Academy’s project would appear to be ahead 
of its time. 

2.5 Buddy Training Programme 

For the first time this year Community Education’s Home School Community Worker 
based in Burnhead Parents Rooms will complete a joint Buddy Training programme 
during May & June with Primary 6 pupils from St Gabriels and Burnhead Primary 
Schools. In August it is anticipated that every new Primary One will be matched with 
either one or two P7 Buddies, someone they can talk to and get to know in their new 
school, The Training Programme consists of four 45 minute sessions, which address 
the following issues: - 

0 

0 Responsibility and Responsible Behaviour 
Teamwork 

Awareness of Personal Strengths and Weaknesses 

Power and the consequences of abuse of Power 

The Training Programme took place in the Community/Parents’ rooms and two parent 
helpers assisted the Home School Worker in the training. 

2.6 Community Based Adult Learning in the Brannock area 

The range of community education’s adult education programme continues to expand 
with over a dozen courses being offered during the Easter to summer term. These 
include various computing courses, healthy eating, basic first aid, child care and 
relaxation techniques. Courses are held in Holytown CEC, Newarthill CEC, New 
Stevenston Community Centre and Brannock High School. 

2.7 Cy be rcafe 

The new cybercafe (called “Spacescape”) within Bellshill Community Education Centre 
was officially opened at the end of March. The cybercafe which is open from 3.30pm to 
9.00pm 4 days per week enables young people aged 12 - 18 years to access the 
internet as well as make use of the other facilities within the Centre. 
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2.8 Education Department’s Spotlight in Success 

Two of community education’s HomelSchool Community Workers recently received 
awards at the Spotlight on Success Event for their part in initiatives which were 
developed in local schools. The Healthy Lifestyle Project at Hozier Nursery School in 
which Andrea Hyslop was involved was nominated in the Creating a Positive Ethos 
category whilst the Techno-Bags initiative at Orbiston Nursery School in which Liz 
McAllan was involved was nominated in the developing Partnership Strategies 
category. 

2.9 Celebration of Adult Learning 

There will be a Celebration of Adult Learning on Wednesday lgth June at 7.00pm in 
Viewpark Community Education Centre. Over 300 learners will be presented with 
certificates in recognition of their achievements. These range from advanced childcare 
training to ECDL which is currently the most valid of computing qualifications and which 
is valued highly by employees. 

2.10 Scottish Adult Learning Partnership - Adult Learners Week 

Duncan Gunn, aged 79 has lived in Viewpark for 50 years, has just received a Scottish 
Arts council award at the Adult Learners Week Awards 2002 organised by the Scottish 
Adult Learning Partnership at the Coylumbridge Hotel, Aviemore. 

2.1 1 Spring Clean 

A concerted effort to clean up some of the worst areas within Bellshill and District took 
place during the month of April. Staff from Cleansing Services worked Saturdays and 
Sundays for the four weekends and various vehicles were involved including tippers, 
skips, hi-abs, buggy type vehicles and mechanical brushes. 

2.12 Easter Storytelling 

Storytelling sessions with professional storytellers and authors took place in local 
libraries throughout the Easter holiday period. 

2.1 3 Easter Free Swim Initiative 

The highly successful Free Swim scheme within North Lanarkshire Council’s swimming 
pools was extended to include the Easter Holiday period. 

2.14 Recycle for Good 

A delegation from Derry City in Northern Ireland led by the City’s Mayor, Alderman 
Mildred Garfield, visited the Council’s recently upgraded civic amenity and recycling 
centre at Reema Road, Bellshill. This was followed by a presentation given by the 
Council’s Head of Cleaning and Related Services, Kenneth Wilson to outline other 
successful ventures throughout North Lanarkshire. 
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2.15 Pupils Artistic Talents 

Pupils from two schools within the Bellshill & District area (Fallside School and Bellshill 
Academy) had their paintings chosen for inclusion in the Council’s calendar and 
Christmas Card. 

2.16 Literacy Development 

North Lanarkshire Council Literacy Strategy was officially opened at Noble Primary 
School in Bellshill by the Council Leader, Councillor Jim McCabe JP. The Council’s 
new Literacy Base has been established here and the facility will provide access to a 
wide range of literacy materials for every school in the area as well as staff training and 
development opportunities. 

2.17 Tenant Participation Scheme 

North Lanarkshire Council tenants were invited to drop in at various sites throughout 
the district to take part in informal consultation and ask questions on the development 
of the Council’s Tenant Participation Strategy. At Bellshill Cultural Centre, local tenants 
came along and took the opportunity to find out more about North Lanarkshire housing 
service and how they could become involved in future consultation. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 That Committee note the content of this report. 
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