
MURDOSTOUN 
I 

LET'S STOP THE STIGMA OF MENTAL ILL-HEALTH 

Community Forum 
Minutes 

Date of Meeting: 28'h March 2013 Venue: The Library, Kenilworth 
Avenue, Wishaw. 

No. - 

1. 

2. - 

Item 
Present : 
David Summers - (Chairperson) 
Jane McMillan - Forum Member / Independent 
Hugh McMillan - Forum Member / Independent 
Elsie MacLean - Cambusnethan Old Parish Church / LCC Trust 
J. Glen - Bonkle Church 
Alastair Scott - Forum Member 
Fiona Bryce - Newmains Community Trust 
Barbara Vincent - Forum Member / Independent 
Helen Sleith - Made for U in ML2 
James Napier - Wishaw YMCA 
Julie Dalziel - GOLD Group 
Natalie Murray - GOLD Group 
Alex Myles - Netherton Methodist Church 
Bryce Stewart - Sober Thoughts Support Group 
Brendon McGhee - Greenhead Moss Community group 
Anila Ansari - NHSL 
Elizabeth Cooper - Gold Group 
David Cooper - Gold Group 
Angela Russell - TCA 
Linsey Fairlie - Shotts Gala Day / Community Futures Group 
Fay Sleith - Made for U in ML2 

In attendance: 
Rosalyn Griffiths, CEO North Lanarkshire Council 
Cllr. J Taggart, North Lanarkshire Council 
Pamela Smith, Secretariat Support V.A.N.L. 

introduction & Sederunt: 
David Summers welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies: 
1 

Action 



:rank Cain - Forum member 
3ev. lain Murdoch 
Yr. R McKendrick, North Lanarkshire Council 
im Mitchell 
'vonne Cameron 

Town Centre Activities: 
David welcomed Angela Russell from Town Centre Activities. He 
mentioned that the forum is interested in doing something in the town 
centre to get the community involved he also spoke about signing the 
see me pledge. A discussion took place over the see me pledge 
regarding which town centres had signed it. 

Angela asks if there are any activities planned for the mental health 
month which runs 1'' October - 26'h October. David explained that 
there are lots of activities such as drama, arts, dance and much more 
throughout North Lanarkshire. 

Angela asked if she could bring along a questionnaire for everyone to 
complete as this would give an indication as to how and why people 
use the town centre. Forum agreed to participate. 

The population of Wishaw is getting older and the town centre should 
move with the times for example there is no wheelchair access in the 
majority of the shops. Angela suggested that the widening of the 
pavements should help with that but the individual shop owners would 
have to improve there own store to make them accessible. 

Cllr. J Taggart discussed the process of the committee making 
decisions based on Wishaw town centre improvements. A general 
discussion took place regarding buildings within the town centre which 
are not fit for purpose and money which was set aside for town centre 
improvements. A debate was held over other town centres and the 
problems that arise within them. Angela stated that Wishaw town centre 
is never going to be what it used to be so we have to look forward to 
the future and what it could be. 

Issues were raised regarding vacant units within the town centre which 
aren't owned by the council, it was suggested to make contact with 
private owners to find out the plans for these units. It was raised that 
no one would want to rent these empty units due to the way the town 
centre is run down because there would be no profit to be made. 
Cllr. J Taggart suggested that to encourage people to visit the town 
centre we should have some entertainment not just for the youths at 
night but also for adults. 

Planners are saying that developing Ravenscraig will come first before 
Wishaw & Motherwell town centres. 

The importance of developing Ravenscraig first was discussed and the 
impact it will have on the town centres close by. 

Angela reported that the Planning Committees are rolling out their 
plans for the town centres so they will be coming to visit groups like the 
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Forum for input on how the centres could be improved. 

A discussion was held over the increase in crime all over North 
Lanarkshire. 

Angela asked if there was a Wishaw Youth Group in operation. David 
replied by saying yes but we have problems drawing the youngsters' in. 

Angela suggested approaching the parent council because if you could 
get the parent interested then they could encourage the children. 

Transport Issues Shotts: 

The transport issues in Shotts have been resolved. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Proposed - Jean McMillan 

Seconded - Fiona Bryce 

Matters Arising: 

Carol Anne would like to thank the forum for still sending her the 
minutes as she cannot get out at the moment. She's happy to hear that 
the Forum is still going and she hopes to return as soon as she can. 

Sub Group(s): 

Health Sub Group: Now meeting at 6.30pm 30mins before the Forum 
meeting . 

See Me: On going 

Website: Should have more information at April meeting. Derek is on 
holiday. (Web designer). 

Treasurer's Report: 

Report was handed out to the members by Barbara. 

A.O.C.B. 

Ros mentioned the proposed Consultation due to take place on the 2"d 
May regarding Staine Gardens (Shotts). 

Date and Venue of Future Meetings: 
25" April 201 3 @7pm 
W ishaw Library 
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Wishaw, Murdostoun and Fortissat Communitv Forum 
Report to Local Area Partnership 

Julv 2013 

This report aims to give LAP members an update on Community Forum activity over the past few 
months. 

Community Forum Update 

General 

The Forum held its AGM on Thursday 30th May 201 3. 
The evening started with a light healthy buffet which was well received. 
After the buffet we moved on to the general business for the evening. 
Having welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced 2 new members to the Forum we 
moved onto the formal part of the meeting where the Office Bearers removed themselves 
from office and the chair handed over to Cllr. Taggart. 

Cllr Taggart set in motion the election of Office Bearers for the year 201 3 -201 4. 

Result of the election was a return of all the Officer Bearers namely:- 

Chair - David Summers 
Vice Chair - Frank Cain 
Treasurer- Barbara Vincent 
Secretary - None. 

After the election the Chair gave a full resume of what the Forum had done during the last 
12 months and thanked Forum members for the support he had received during the last 
term of office. 

At the June meeting discussions centred around where the Forum would / could get 
involved within the community, 

1. To get involved with bringing some life back to the Old Church in Cambusnethan 
Cemetery. 

2. To get involved in a skate park for young people of the area. 

3. Get involved with other local groups and Partners as part of the Local Area Team 
Action Plan. 

4. Give some help where possible to assist with the Basics Food Bank for the Wishaw 
Shotts area. 

5. Much more during the year. 

The next meetings of the Forum will be on Thursday 2gth August in Pather Community Centre at 
7,OO pm, 26'h September, 31 '' October and 28'h November 201 3 at 7.00pm in Wishaw Library 
All members of the LAP will be made most welcome 

For further information on the Community Forum, please contact David Summers m: 07503414517 
e: david.summers386@btinternet.com 

mailto:david.summers386@btinternet.com

