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Subject: GOOD NEWS 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of some of the various ‘good news’ stories 
within the Department. 

GOOD NEWS ITEMS 

2.1 Libraries & Information Section 

2.1.1 Mobile Library Service 

Two new mobile libraries began service in August. One 10 tonne vehicle serves 
the communities in Coatbridge, Glenboig, Auchinloch, Bargeddie, Mount Ellen, 
Gartcosh, Millerston, Greengairs, Longriggend and Clarkston area and one 7.5 
tonne vehicle provides a library service to sheltered housing across the 
authority. 

The vehicles attended the Mobilemeet held at the SECC in August as part of 
the International Federation of Library Associations’ Annual Conference where 
they beat off competition from 39 other vehicles from Britain and Europe to win 
the Best Livery Award. 

A third new vehicle is due in October with plans in hand to have replaced all 6 
vehicles by 2004. All new vehicles will provide disabled access via lifts. 

2.2 Community Support Services Section 

2.2.1 Motherwell Youth Forum 

An exciting new initiative for young people in Motherwell has begun. 

On Sunday 13 October 2002, North Lanarkshire Council’s Community Services 
held a one-day event to launch the “Motherwell Youth Forum” at the Maranatha 
Youth Centre, Glencairn Street, Motherwell. 

The Youth Forum offers young people living in the Motherwell area (including 
Netherton, Pather and Overtown) aged between 12 and 25 years the 
opportunity to work together and to deal with the many issues that are raised 
and that they may themselves have to face. The pressures and challenges that 
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young people have to face is ever increasing and the Youth Forum will give 
young people the chance to ‘Have Your Say’ to take action and, ultimately, 
make a difference to their life as well as their local community. 

The event, packed with entertainment, consisted of fun consultation exercises 
including “Mission Impossible” style tasks, information sessions and musical 
entertainment as well as featuring a drama presentation by local young people. 
Additionally, transport and light refreshments were also available. 

2.3 Cleansing Services Section 

2.3.1 Pedestrian Operated Street Sweeping Machines 

Community Services are delighted to announce the arrival of an additional eight 
new pedestrian operated street sweeping machines to their fleet of Cleansing 
vehicles within the Cleansing Services Section. 

Two of the eight machines are replacements for others that have come to the 
end of their useful life while the other six will supplement the current fleet of 
street sweeping machines. North Lanarkshire Council, who are determined to 
improve the environment within the authority, provided additional funds to 
create ‘Hit Squads’ and the six additional machines are a welcome part of this 
initiative. 

2.3.2 Graffiti Removal 

As from 1st September 2002 the responsibility for the recording and processing 
of requests for the removal of graffiti from Council property was transferred 
from Property Maintenance to Community Services (Cleansing Services). All 
requests should be reported to Cleansing Services on 01698 302010 where 
requests will be recorded on the Cleansing Job Management Data Base. 
Requests will then be passed on to the appropriate contractor for action. 

Plans are currently being progressed to identify and purchase suitable vehicles 
and equipment and also to recruit staff. Discussions with Legal Services are 
also progressing in order that the Council can undertake the removal of Graffiti 
from private property. 

2.4 Grounds Maintenance and Estates Section 

2.4.1 Garden Awards 2002 

The new ‘Garden Awards 2002’ replaced the previous ‘Best Kept Garden 
Competition’ but remained with the same aim to reward and stimulate individual 
gardeners who, by their efforts, enhance the visual amenity of North 
Lanarkshire. 

The new format encouraged entries from North Lanarkshire residents who 
garden just for the fun of it as well as those who enjoy the competition. This 
year, participants had the opportunity to make nominations in the new 
categories of ‘Vegetable/Fruit Garden’, ‘Design Innovation’ and ‘Wildlife 
Garden’ as well as the main category of the former competition. 
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As usual, the competition was run in three stages and the judges for the event 
were the Department's Parks staff for the first two stages and a panel of invited 
guests for the Grand Final. 

The Awards ceremony itself took place on Thursday 3 October 2002 at 
Motherwell Concert Hall and it was a great success and enjoyed by everyone 
who attended. 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

For information only. 
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